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Avoid lines during  
intermission by pre-ordering  

your favorite beverage and snack 
at any concession location  
before the performance.

Skip the Line, 
and Enjoy!
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W O R L D  P R E M I E R E  
A N T O N Y  A N D  
C L E O P A T R A  
BY JOHN ADAMS 

Sep 10, 15, 18, 23, 27; Oct 2, 5 

Structure: 2 acts, with 1 intermission 

Running time: ~3 hrs 

Language: Sung in English with English 

supertitles 

Key Characters: 

Antony—Roman general, Triumvir, and 

Cleopatra’s lover 

Cleopatra—Queen of Egypt whose 

power threatens Caesar’s ambition 

Caesar—Octavius, Triumvir of Rome 

whose ambition is to become sole ruler 

Did you know? John Adams had the 

idea for composing an opera based on 

Shakespeare’s drama after setting two 

of the playwright’s soliloquies in his 2017 

opera, Girls of the Golden West, which 

premiered at San Francisco Opera.  
 
 
E U G E N E  O N E G I N   
BY PYOTR ILYICH TCHAIKOVSKY 

Sep 25, 28; Oct 1, 6, 9, 11, 14 

Structure: 3 acts, with 1 intermission 

Running time: ~3 hrs 

Language: Sung in Russian with  

English supertitles 

Key Characters: 

Eugene Onegin—A taciturn aristocrat 

Tatyana—A young woman with 

unrequited feelings for Onegin 

Lensky—Onegin’s friend, a poet 

Olga—Tatyana’s younger sister, in a 

relationship with Lensky 

Listen for: In the opera’s final act, 

Onegin is overcome with ardent 

feelings; he claims to be poisoned with 

desire for Tatyana. His music at that 

point corresponds directly to Tatyana’s 

in Act I when she pours her passion for 

Onegin into a letter.

 

At a Glance
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To Be Green
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F R E E !  E X H I B I T I O N
Bringing the Opera to the People
and the People to the Opera
September 10, 2022–January 12, 2023 

Presented by San Francisco Public Library
Main Library, 100 Larkin Street, 4th Floor

Photos: (Top row) Morton & Co., Drew Altizer; (Bottom Row) Kristen Loken, unknown. Centennial illustrations by Brian Stauff er.

Celebrate 100 years of San Francisco Opera
at these events:

YEARS

T H E  F U T U R E O F O P E R A

F R E E !  F A M I LY  A C T I V I T I E S
Community Open House
October 23, 2022  

War Memorial Opera House

F R E E !  S I M U L C A S T
Opera at the Ballpark: La Traviata
November 11, 2022 at 7:30pm 

Oracle Park

F R E E !  E X H I B I T I O N
San Francisco Opera: A Centennial Celebration 
November 19, 2022–August 20, 2023  

Presented by SFO Museum at San Francisco International Airport 
San Francisco International Airport, Harvey Milk Terminal 1

F R E E !  C O N C E R T
Opera in the Park 
September 11, 2022 at 1:30pm 

Robin Williams Meadow, Golden Gate Park

P E R F O R M A N C E
The Traviata Encounter
November 19, 2022 at 7:30pm 

War Memorial Opera House
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San Francisco Opera News

In addition to the Opera’s 100th season, this year also 
marks the 90th anniversary of the War Memorial Opera 
House. In celebration of both anniversaries, San Francisco 
Opera opens the doors of its historic home for a free open 
house on Sunday, October 23. The day’s activities will 
include musical performances, backstage show-and-tell 
tours, an operatic scavenger hunt, and hands-on crafts. 
Bring the whole family and spend the day in one of the Bay 
Area’s historic gathering spaces.

S E P T E M B E R  2 0 2 2

W H A T ’ S  Y O U R  S T O R Y ?  

Join San Francisco Opera and the San Francisco 
Public Library for The Opera in You, a series of  
free writing and storytelling workshops. Led by 
experienced teachers, the workshops will explore 
the unique experiences within us all as participants 
build storytelling literacy skills in a creative and 
collaborative environment. Each 5-part workshop 
series culminates in free public events where 
participants are encouraged to share their story. 
There is no cost to participate, but registration is 
strongly encouraged. To register, email San 
Francisco Opera’s Department of Diversity, Equity, 
and Community at DEC@sfopera.com.

$10 Prime Seats to Every Performance 
In celebration of its centennial, San Francisco Opera 
is partnering with the Dolby Family to provide Bay 
Area residents a limited number of $10 tickets in 
prime seating locations for every performance. 
Eligibility for these Opera for the Bay tickets is limited 
to those with a home address zip code between 
94000–95999 who have not purchased a San 
Francisco Opera ticket in the past three years. For 
more information or to purchase Dolby Family 
Tickets, visit sfopera.com/operaforthebay.

Community Open House 

K R I S T E N  L O K E N

B R I A N  S T A U F F E R

Nicole Cabell in La Traviata, 2014. / C O R Y  W E A V E R

encorespotlight.com   7



Welcome to San Francisco Opera’s Centen-
nial Season!  We’ve arrived at this incredible 
milestone because of the passion and dedi-
cation of patrons like you. Your support has 
sustained us through our most challenging 
period and has given us the strength to 
imagine an even greater future for this com-
pany and our community.  

After years of planning and preparation, we’re thrilled to see this year’s 
exciting productions come to life. San Francisco Opera has always had a focus on 
showcasing new work, and this season is no exception. We begin this fall with 
the world premiere of Antony and Cleopatra by renowned composer John Adams, 
followed by Tchaikovsky’s Eugene Onegin, presented in the Bay Area premiere of 
Robert Carsen’s acclaimed production. Both operas merge the old with the new 
and present the epic emotions of humanity in deeply moving ways. 

In addition to our mainstage productions, we hope you’ll bring your friends 
and family to our free events this fall: our Opera in the Park on September 11, 
Community Open House on October 23, and Opera at the Ballpark on November 11.  

In celebration of 100 years, San Francisco Opera is partnering with the 
Dolby Family to provide a number of $10 tickets in great seating locations for 
every performance this season to new ticket buyers. We are deeply grateful for 
the Dolby Family’s generosity in sponsoring this effort, which serves the 
Company’s mission to share the transformative power of opera with new 
audiences. It is a wonderful opportunity to share this art form with anyone 
who has not yet experienced San Francisco Opera’s emotion-lled 
productions. 

Thank you for supporting San Francisco Opera as we launch our second 
century. We hope that you continue to celebrate with us all season long! 
 

W E L C O M E  F R O M  T H E  B O A R D  O F  S A N  F R A N C I S C O  O P E R A

John A. Gunn 
Chairman of the Board 

San Francisco Opera Association

Keith B. Geeslin 
President 

San Francisco Opera Association

John A. Gunn  Keith B. Geeslin

Message from Board September 2022.qxp_Board letter  8/29/22  3:14 PM  Page 1
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Show up big. Show up small. 
Show up for foster kids.

Give your time or money at 
HelpFosterChildren.com

Show 
 up.



P R E S I D E N T S

1923        Timothy Healy
1924–31  Robert I. Bentley
1932–36  Wallace M. Alexander
1937–44  Robert Watt Miller
1945–51  Kenneth Monteagle
1952–68  Robert Watt Miller
1969–70  Prentis Cobb Hale
1971–73  William H. Orrick, Jr.

1974–84  Walter M. Baird
1985–90  Tully M. Friedman
1990–93  Thomas Tilton
1993–95  David M. Chamberlain
1995–2002  William W. Godward
2002–06 Karl Mills
2006–13 George H. Hume
2013– Keith B. Geeslin

C H A I R M E N  O F  T H E  B O A R D

1969 Robert Watt Miller
1971–82 R. Gwin Follis
1983–84 Richard K. Miller

1985–99 Reid W. Dennis
1999–2008  Franklin P. Johnson, Jr.
2008– John A. Gunn

John A. Gunn, Chairman of the Board Reid W. Dennis, Chairman Emeritus
Franklin “Pitch” Johnson, Jr., Chairman Emeritus

O F F I C E R S  O F  T H E  B O A R D

Susan Anderson-Norby
Helen Berggruen
Claire Wrenn Bobrow
Romana Bracco
Jack Calhoun+
Barbara Bruser Clark▴,  

Merola Opera Program President
Naniette Helene Coleman
William M. Coughran, Jr.+
Arif Damji+
Jayne C. Davis
Ira Dearing+
Jerome L. Dodson
Carol Pucci Doll+
Dixon Doll
Valerie Crane Dorfman+
Robert A. Ellis+
Lisa Erdberg+
Peter Fenton
Sally Fenton
Anna Fieler
Margarita Gandia
Keith B. Geeslin+
Susan Graham Johnston
Louise Gund+
John A. Gunn+
Gretchen Wolfe Hansen
Jane M. Hartley
I. Craig Henderson, M.D.
John Hendrickson

Doreen Woo Ho
Charles Edward Hudson, III
Sylvia Hughes
George H. Hume+
J. Burgess Jamieson
Franklin P. Johnson, Jr.+
Timothy F. Kahn+
Choongja Kahng 
Lawrence A. Kern
Mark R. Kroll
Karen J. Kubin+
Thomas A. Larsen
Sylvia R. Lindsey
Mrs. Cynthia Snorf Livermore
Hon. Richard C. Livermore
Susan Marineau
J. Patterson McBaine
Patrick McCabe
Anne G. McWilliams
Teresa Medearis
Helen Meyer+
Karl O. Mills+
Justin Moore
Maryam Muduroglu,  

Guild President ▴

Nancy S. Mueller
Janet Napolitano
Ben Nelson
J. Boyce Nute+
Bernard Osher+

Jason Phillips
Anne Brandeis Popkin
Mary A. Powell
Nora Quattrin,  

BRAVO! CLUB President ▴

Richard J. Rigg, Ph.D.
C.P. Russell
Bill Russell-Shapiro+
Jack Schafer
Matthew Shilvock+ 
Ruth A. Short
William R. Stensrud
Mrs. Dianne Marie Taube+
Soo Venkatesan
Mrs. Barbara Moller Ward
Mrs. Diane B. Wilsey+
Barbara A. Wolfe
Melinda Yee Franklin
S. Shariq Yosufzai+
 
+  Executive Committee Member
▴▴ Ex Officio

C H A I R M A N ’ S  C O U N C I L
Reid W. Dennis
Franklin P. Johnson, Jr.
Bernard Osher

B O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S

S A N  F R A N C I S C O  O P E R A  G E N E R A L  D I R E C T O R S

Gaetano Merola, Founder and General Director, 1923–1953
Kurt Herbert Adler, Artistic Director, 1953–1957; General Director, 1957–1981; General Director Emeritus, 1982–1988
Terence A. McEwen, General Director, 1982–1988; General Director Emeritus, 1988–1998 
Lotfi Mansouri, General Director, 1988–2001
Pamela Rosenberg, General Director, 2001–2005
David Gockley, General Director, 2006-2016; General Director Emeritus, 2016–
Matthew Shilvock, General Director, 2016–

Keith B. Geeslin, President
Matthew Shilvock,  

Tad and Dianne Taube General Director

Dr. William M. Coughran, Jr., Treasurer
Karen J. Kubin, Secretary

Michael Simpson, Chief Financial Officer

O F F I C E R S  O F  T H E  A S S O C I A T I O N

San Francisco Opera Association San Francisco 
Opera At Your 

Fingertips
V I S I T

S F O P E R A . C O M / M O B I L E
T O  D O W N L O A D  O U R  A P P
F O R  D I G I T A L  T I C K E T I N G

A N D  P E R F O R M A N C E 
I N F O R M A T I O N .

@ S F O P E R A

L O O K I N G  F O R  M O R E
S T O R I E S  B E H I N D

T H E  C U R T A I N ?
F O L L O W  U S .
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Orchard 
Days

Every weekend from  
September 24 - October 30

This fall, join us in the 
Gentleman’s Orchard as we 
celebrate and learn about 
the harvest season! The 
Gentleman’s Orchard will 
be open from 10am - 5pm, 
featuring delightful foods, 
local musicians, and more.

86 Cañada Road 
Woodside, CA 94062 
650.364.8300  |  filoli.org



ACCESSIBILITY  

San Francisco Opera is committed to providing easy access for 

all of our patrons. Need assistance for a future performance? 

Please contact the Opera Box Office prior to your visit so that 

we can ensure your comfort. 

 

For patrons using wheelchairs, San Francisco Opera offers 

wheelchair-accessible seats at a range of prices. All 

entrances at the War Memorial Opera House are wheelchair 

accessible. Wheelchair-accessible stalls in restrooms can be 

found on all floors (except the Main Lobby and 5th floor 

Balcony levels). Accessible drinking fountains are located on 

all floors except the Balcony level. 

 

COAT CHECK  

Check your coat at the North and South ends of the main 

lobby. For the safety and comfort of our audience, large bags 

are strongly discouraged and are subject to search. 

 

CONCESSIONS  

Enjoy a great selection of snacks and refreshments at 

concession areas in the Lobby, Box, Dress Circle, and Balcony 

levels, as well as the Lower lounge. 

 

DINING  

Restaurants: Dine pre-show or reserve a table for intermission 

dining. 

• Prelude at the Opera House (Lower Lounge) 

• North Box Restaurant and Bar (North Mezzanine Level) 

 

Restaurants are open two hours prior to performances. 

Reservations are strongly recommended,  

by calling (415) 861-8150. 

Cafés: Enjoy a variety of sandwiches, snacks, and refreshments 

• Café Express (Lower Level, Open 2 hours before curtain)  

• Dress Circle Lounge (Level 3, South, Open 1 hour before 

curtain) 

 

DRINKING FOUNTAINS  

Quench your thirst at drinking fountains available on all levels 

or at the water station on the north side of the lower level. 

 

FIRST AID STATION  

Our First Aid Station is located on the South Lower level. In 

case of emergency, please ask the nearest usher to assist you. 

 

HEALTH AND SAFETY 

The health and safety of everyone is our top priority. Please 

view up-to-date protocols at sfopera.com/safetyfirst. 

Audience  members who do not follow the Front of House 

safety protocols will be asked to leave the venue.

Your Guide to San Francisco Opera  
at the War Memorial Opera House 

 
W E L C O M E !  W E ’ R E  S O  H A P P Y  Y O U ’ R E  H E R E .   

P L E A S E  R E A D  O U R  G U I D E  T O  G E T  T H E  M O S T  O U T  O F  Y O U R  T I M E  A T  T H E  O P E R A .

A L L  A R E  W E L C O M E .   
H E L P  U S  M A K E  S U R E  E V E R Y O N E   

H A S  A  W O N D E R F U L  E X P E R I E N C E !  
• Turn off all electronic devices during the performance, 

including digital watches and cell phones. We ask this 
out of respect for the artists and for everyone in the 
theater enjoying a live, in-the-moment experience. 

• Take photos before, during intermission, or after the 
performance, and leave cameras and recording devices 
off during performances.  

• Keep your well-fitted mask on during the performance 
and when not eating or drinking in the lobbies. 

• Enjoy food and drinks pre-show and during 
intermission, before entering the theater. To keep 
everyone safe, drinks are not allowed inside the theater. 

• As a courtesy to those who may have fragrance 
allergies, please avoid wearing perfume or cologne. 

• Get to know and enjoy this wonderful community of 
opera lovers. Say hello to one another pre-show, at 
intermission, or leaving the theater. 

Management reserves the right to remove any patron creating a disturbance. 

Pre-Order!  
Avoid lines during intermission by  

pre-ordering cocktails, beverages, and snacks  

with a food and beverage server  

upon your arrival at any point of service.

10     SFOPERA.COM



LARGE-PRINT CAST SHEETS AND SYNOPSES 

Visit the North Lobby coat check for large-print versions of the 

cast sheets and synopses. 

 

LISTENING DEVICES  

Assistive listening devices are available at the North Lobby 

coat check. ID deposit required. 

 

LIVE TITLES: TEXT-TO-VOICE SUPERTITLES 

Headsets that provide a spoken version of the supertitles are 

available at the North Lobby coat check. 

 

LOST AND FOUND  

Items may be turned in or claimed at the North coat check 

during the performance. All unclaimed items are delivered to 

the War Memorial Performing Arts Center at 401 Van Ness 

Ave., Room 110, (415) 621-6600 (8 AM–5 PM, Monday–Friday). 

 

OPERA GLASSES  

See the action up close and rent a pair of opera glasses for $5 at the 

North Lobby coat check. ID deposit is requested. Credit card only. 

 

RESTROOMS 

Restrooms are located on all levels of the Opera House 

except on the Orchestra Level (Main Lobby). 

RIDESHARE 

Direct your rideshare service to pick-up and drop-off using the 

white loading zone at 450 Franklin Street (located behind the 

Opera House). 

 

SAN FRANCISCO OPERA SHOP 

Take home a memento! Located in the South Mezzanine 

lobby, the Opera Shop sells branded merchandise, jewelry, 

books, and gift items. The Shop is open 90 minutes before 

performances, at intermissions, and afterward. All proceeds 

benefit San Francisco Opera. 

 

TAXI SERVICE  

Patrons desiring a taxi after a performance should come to 

the Grove Street Taxi Ramp located on the south side of the 

Opera House. Accommodations are provided on a first-come, 

first-served basis and cannot be guaranteed as service is 

based on availability of licensed taxis. Taxi availability is 

limited. Please note the Taxi Ramp is not staffed.   

IMPROVING YOUR SAFETY 

Meet Your Civic Center 
Ambassadors!  

As you leave the theater, be on the 

lookout for friendly community 

ambassadors in orange vests or coats 

along Grove Street. These 

ambassadors are there to assist you and 

escort you to and from the  

Opera House on performance days and 

evenings from 6:30–11:30pm. 

SAN FRANCISCO WAR MEMORIAL AND  
PERFORMING ARTS CENTER 

WAR MEMORIAL OPERA HOUSE 

Owned and operated by the City and County of  
San Francisco through the Board of Trustees of  

the War Memorial of San Francisco 

The Honorable London N. Breed, Mayor 
 

TRUSTEES 
Thomas E. Horn, President 

Gorretti Lo Lui, Vice-President 
Sakurako Fisher 

Stanlee Ray Gatti 
Judge Quentin L. Kopp (Ret.) 

Mrs. George R. Moscone 
Maryam Muduroglu 

Paul F. Pelosi 
Diane B. Wilsey 
Brenda Wright 

 
John Caldon, Managing Director 

Elizabeth Murray, Managing Director Emerita 

SAN FRANCISCO WAR MEMORIAL AND PERFORMING ARTS CENTER  
WAR MEMORIAL OPERA HOUSE EXIT DIAGRAM

PATRONS, ATTENTION PLEASE! FIRE NOTICE: Please note the  nearest exit. In an  emergency, follow 
any lighted exit sign to the street. WALK, do not run, to the nearest exit. Disabled patrons, proceed to 
 nearest elevator lobby and await assistance. 
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As part of the Company's centennial celebrations, Streaming the First Century provides free access to historic San Francisco 
Opera performances, archival interviews, and much more! Session 1 (released on September 12) highlights the Slavic repertory. 
To explore, visit sfopera.com/rstcentury. 
 
 
LEOŠ JANÁČEK’S JENŮFA  
Starting in its 12th season in 1934, San Francisco Opera 
began presenting important works by Czech composers in 
English translation. The Company's performances of 
Jenůfa in 1980 marked a turning point. Two legendary 
interpreters—Elisabeth Söderström (left) and Sena Jurinac 
(right and below)—headline an unforgettable performance 
in the original Czech. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
DMITRI SHOSTAKOVICH’S  
LADY MACBETH OF MTSENSK 
Kurt Herbert Adler presented Lady Macbeth of Mtsensk 
starring Anja Silja (center) as the centerpiece of his 28th and 
nal season in 1981 as general director of San Francisco 
Opera. He entrusted the baton to his protégé Calvin 
Simmons, a versatile musician and rising star in the classical 
music world. One year after leading this incisive performance, 
Simmons died in a tragic boating accident. He was 32. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ADDITIONAL SESSION 1 FEATURES INCLUDE: 
• Excerpts from Mussorgsky’s Boris Godunov (1945) sung in Italian; the U.S. premiere of Janáček’s The Makropulos Case (1966) in English;  

Tchaikovsky’s Pikovaya Dama (1975) led by Mstislav Rostropovich; and the Company premiere of Mussorgsky’s Khovanshchina (1984). 

• Archival interviews with Sena Jurinac, Elisabeth Söderström, Calvin Simmons, and Regina Resnik. 

• Conversations with director Francesca Zambello, former Chorus Director Ian Robertson,  

Dramaturg Emeritus Kip Cranna, and Hair and Makeup supervisors Stan Dufford and Jeanna Parham. 

• New essays by Dramaturg Emeritus Kip Cranna, music journalist David Shengold, and writer Maurice Wheeler. 

• And much more!

Streaming the First Century: Session 1
S T R E A M I N G  T H E  F I R S T  C E N T U R Y

 

Sena Jurinac. / I R A  N O W I N S K I

Calvin Simmons / D A V I D  P O W E R S

R O N  S C H E R L  

R O N  S C H E R L  
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San Francisco Opera Thanks  
Our Subscribers  of 25+ Years 

We thank you for your incredible commitment to this company.  
* denotes subscriber of 50+ years

Dr. Valerie Abad & Mr. Mehdi Ghadiani 
Ms. Ruth C. Abbe &  

Ms. Carolyn McNiven 
Ms. Grace H. Abiko 
Mr. James H. Abrams 
Mr. Norm Abramson 
Mrs. Michelle M. Ackerman 
Dr. Katherine Adams &  

Mr. Ralph Adams 
Ms. Charlotte Addington 
Mr. Lefkos Aftonomos 
Ms. Lois Aldwin 
Ms. Jane A. Allen * 
Dr. Charles Allison M.D. 
Ms. Maria D. Allo 
Mr. & Mrs. Kendall Allphin * 
Mr. & Mrs. Jose R. Alonso 
Mrs. Julia Cheever * 
Mr. & Mrs. Vincent Ammann * 
Mr. Philip Anasovich 
Mr. R. Tyler Andersen 
Mrs. Dorothy Anderson 
Mr. Robert M. Anderson &  

Mr. Kyong Shik Eom 
Mr. Donald Andreini 
Mrs. Arlene Anthony 
Ms. Suzanne Antink 
Ms. Anna Antoniucci 
Mr. & Ms. William H. Armstrong * 
Mr. John G. Aronovici 
Mrs. Veronica Arthur 
Mr. Roger & Mrs. Mary Ashley 
Thomas Atkins & Jennifer Chase 
Mr. Steve D. Auerbach * 
Mr. & Mrs. James V. Babcock 
Mr. Alan E. Badger 
Mr. Steven J. Baker & Mr. Robert Pucci 
Roderick Baldwin & Irv Lichtenwald 
Mr. & Mrs. R. E. Bales * 
Ms. Nancy E. Bardoff 
Ruth & Noah Bareket 
Mr. David N. Barnard 
Mr. Randall Barnes 
Dr. & Mrs. Barry C. Baron * 
Ms. Brigid S. Barton 
Mr. Douglas C. Bassler 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard M. Bastoni 
Mr. Frank S. Bayley 
Mr. Robert H. Beadle 
Mr. Joachim Bechtle * 
Mr. William A. Beckerman 
Ms. Susan Beer 
Mrs. Linda H. Beidleman 
Dr. & Mrs. Robert Belknap 
Ms. Janet Glover Bell 
Mr. Robert Bellamy * 
Ms. Merle L. Benkavitch 
Ms. Beverly R. Benson 
Mr. & Mrs. John Benson 
Dr. & Ms. Walter Berger * 
Mr. Roy C. Bergstrom 
Patricia & Edwin Berkowitz 
Mrs. Helen Bernstein 
Mr. Bruce L. Beron 
Ms. Angela Berquist &  

Mr. Michael G. Betts 
Mr. Denny Berthiaume 
Dr. Barbara L. Bessey 
Mr. Michael Bettinger 
Mr. & Mrs. Josef Betz 
Mr. & Mrs. Fred B. Bialek 
Ms. Jo Ann Marie Biasotti &  

Mr. David T. Crowder 
Ms. Jennifer M. Bienaime 
Dr. & Mrs. Joel S. Birnbaum 

Kathy & Paul Bissinger 
Mrs. Dawn Y. Black 
Ms. Joanne Black * 
Timothy & Sandy Blackmun 
Dr. Phyllis B. Blair 
Mr. Donald Blais &  

Mr. Michael McGinley 
Ms. Susan S. Blake &  

Mr. Joel Kaufmann * 
Mr. David & Mrs. Anne Blakeman 
Charles & Lenore Bleadon 
Ms. Judith Bley 
Mrs. Eva Bloch * 
Ms. Linda Blondis 
Ms. Tami Bobb & Mr. David Otero * 
Alison & Bill Boeckmann 
Mrs. Jane Olds Bogart 
Ms. Judy Bogart & Mr. Richard Hyde 
Mr. Richard & Mrs. Joanne Bogart 
Ms. Lucia Bogatay 
Ms. Bonnie Bogue 
Mr. Victor Bonfilio 
Ms. Patricia J. Boone 
Mr. & Mrs. Dix Boring * 
Mr. Gary R. Bottone 
Mr. Bruce R. Bowen &  

Ms. Junona Jonas 
Mr. William Boyd 
Dr. Edward P. Braby M.D. 
Mr. & Mrs. Chris & Jennifer Brahm 
Mrs. Barbara N. Brandriff 
Mr. Robert C. Brandt 
Mr. Martin I. Breidenbach 
Ms. Gretchen D. Breiling 
Mrs. & Mr. Marilyn Brenner 
Ms. Marian Bridges 
Ms. Marian Brischle 
Mr. Michael Broach 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Brock 
Mrs. Mary Jo Broderick 
Mr. Robert V. Brody &  

Ms. Andrea Jacoby 
Ms. Marion Broeker 
Dr. Roberta Brokaw 
Ms. Carol S. Brooks 
Ms. Barbara Brown 
Mrs. Kathleen Brown * 
Alan R. & Sally J. Brudos 
Mr. Brad Buckman 
Ms. Marilyn Buehler 
Dr. Earl C. Burgess * 
Ms. Lisa Burkett 
Ms. Selma R. Burkom 
Mr. & Mrs. William Burnett * 
Ms. Betty Burr 
Karen Burtness Prak &  

Jan Willem Prak * 
Elizabeth Burwell 
Mr. Richard Buth & Mr. James Schull 
Mr. Fred D. Butler 
Mr. & Mrs. Alexander Calhoun * 
Dr. & Mrs. Donald R. Call * 
Gary & Mari Campbell 
Dr. James M. Campbell * 
Miss Frances Campra 
Mr. Peter Cannon 
Ms. Linda L. Cantwell-Lum 
Dr. Richard L. Caplin 
Dr. Betty J. Carmack 
Dr. Janet Carpenter 
Peter & Jane Carpenter 
Ms. Joan C. Carr 
Ms. Sandra Carr & Dr. Jeri Echeverria 
Ms. Inday Cascarino 
Mr. & Mrs. Howard Case 

Mr. & Mrs. Ralph Catalano 
Mr. Solomon B. Cera 
Mr. Mark R. Chaitkin & Ms. P. C. Storr 
Mr. Allan & Mrs. Linda Chalmers * 
Ms. Angela Chan 
Ms. Dorena J. Chan 
Mrs. Danise Chandler 
Mr. Kelly Chang 
Mr. Stewart E. Chapman &  

Mr. Jeremy Barcan 
Drs. Devron H. & Valerie Char 
Mrs. Jane Chartz 
Dr. J. Samuel Chase * 
Dr. & Mrs. Melvin Cheitlin 
Ms. Agnes Chen Brown * 
Thomas & Virginia Chen * 
Yvonne & Ralph Cheng 
Ms. Tatjana Cheremiskin 
Dr. Gregory G. Cheung M.D. 
Mrs. Eunice M. Childs 
Mrs. Diana J. Chulick & Mr. Harry Miller 
Mr. & Mrs. A. B. Ciabattoni * 
Rudy Ciuca & Joseph Lawrence 
Ms. Ann D. Claesgens 
Mr. David J. Clark 
Ms. Laurel Clark 
Carol & Orlo Clark 
Ms. Maureen B. Clarke 
Ms. Mary Claugus 
Mrs. Mariel Claxton 
Ms. Rose Marie Cleese 
Mr. Ronald Clemo 
Jean Cleverly & Frank Warner 
Mrs. Janet L. Cluff 
Mrs. Annelle Clute * 
Dr. Vicki L. Coe & Ms. Jennifer Mitchell 
Ms. Patricia E. Coffey 
Mrs. Eleanor Coffman * 
Dr. Frederick Coleman 
Mr. & Mrs. David Collier 
Prof. George & Mrs. Jane Collier 
Hon. Marie B. Collins &  

Mr. Leonard G. Collins 
Arthur D. Colman, M.D. & Pilar 

Montero, Ph.D. 
Ms. Catherine Colpetzer 
Ms. Elizabeth L. Colton 
Mrs. Rosalind Colver 
Mrs. Carol N. Connolly 
Mr. Robert C. Cook &  

Ms. Blanca Haendler 
Ms. Joan L. Cooke 
Mr. Robert Coombs 
Dr. Nanette Cooper-McGuinness & 

Mr. David McGuinness 
Mr. Robert W. Copple 
Michèle Beigel Corash &  

Laurence Corash * 
Christine B. Cordaro 
Robert & Nasealia Cornman 
Mrs. Adele Corvin 
Mr. & Mrs. James B. Costello 
Mr. Lawrence R. Cotter 
Mr. Michael & Mrs. Jean Couch 
Ms. Mary Rita Coulton 
Mrs. Shahla Cowan 
Dr. & Mrs. William R. Crain * 
Gary & Diana Cramer 
Mrs. Valerie M. Crane Dorfman 
Ms. Antonia Cross * 
Dr. Joan C. Cucek M.D. * 
Mrs. Jan F. Cummins 
Mr. Robert Currier 
Ms. Ruth Curry * 
Ms. Rosemary de Castro Dacanay 

Mr. & Mrs. Nick Daddio * 
Ms. Janet Dahlsten 
Ms. & Mr. Diane & Leonard Heil 
Ms. Lisa Danzig 
Dr. & Mrs. Philip S. Dauber * 
Mr. Thomas & Mrs. Veralyn Davids 
Mr. John Davies 
Mr. & Mrs. Peter W. Davis * 
Mr. John G. Day 
Ms. Lydia Daniels Day 
Ms. Diane B. de Forest 
Ms. Judith de Vito 
Dr. Lee R. DeBow 
Mrs. Sigrid H. Dedo * 
Mr. Dominic Dela Cruz 
Mr. Nicholas DeLuca 
Mrs. Annina Demmon * 
Mr. & Mrs. Reid W. Dennis * 
Ms. Margaret DeStaebler 
Mrs. Pam DeWeerd * 
Mr. Orlando Diaz-Azcuy 
Ms. Maria E. Dichov 
Ms. Nina Dickerson * 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas E. Dienstbier 
Ms. Anne R. Dinelli 
Mr. Peter Dinkelspiel * 
DM Stone Recruitment Solutions 
Miss Penny Docker 
Mrs. Marion Dodd 
Mr. Keith Doerge 
Mr. A. Barr Dolan 
Dagmar Dolby 
Mr. & Mrs. Dixon Doll 
Ms. Mary Dolven 
Mrs. Sandra D. Donnell-Faggioli &  

Mr. Justin Faggioli * 
Mr. Richard C. Dooley 
Mr. & Mrs. William Doolittle 
Dr. William R. Dorrance 
Mr. Bud Dougherty 
Mr. Malcolm R. Litwiller &  

Ms. Mary Dowling 
Ms. Deborah E. Downey 
Ms. Deborah Doyle 
Ms. Donna L. Dubinsky &  

Mr. Leonard Shustek 
Mr. John H. DuBois * 
Mr. Leon J. DuBois 
Mr. Anthony W. DuComb &  

Ms. Robin Isenberg 
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Duesberg 
Ms. Jeannie Duisenberg 
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Dunckel 
Mrs. Linda Dunn * 
Mrs. Marilyn Dunn * 
Ms. Nancy Dunne 
Timothy C. Duran * 
Mr. J. D. Dusenbury 
Dawnine & Bill Dyer 
Ms. Georgina Earle &  

Mr. Thomas Schmidt 
Mr. William Ebel 
Mr. Orlando Echeverria-Calvet 
Ms. Carol Ede 
Helene & Lawrence Edelman * 
Ms. Margaret Hart Edwards 
Mrs. Dimitra Efstathiou * 
Mr. Dan Eisenstein 
Mrs. Eliane Eisner * 
Ms. Gloria Eive * 
Ms. Elizabeth A. Elliott 
Mrs. Roberta Elliott 
Mr. Robert A. Ellis 
Ms. Lavonne L. Ellison &  

Mr. Paul Simonson 

Ms. Nancy J. English 
Mr. Robert S. Epstein & Ms. Amy Roth 
Ms. Lisa Erdberg & Mr. Dennis Gibbons 
Mrs. Maria G. Erdi 
Ms. Julia Erickson 
Mr. Mark Eriksson 
Mr. & Mrs. Vladimir Ermakoff 
Mr. & Mrs. Edward N. Eschbach 
Ms. Abby Everson & Mr. James Brown 
Mr. Robert F. Ewing &  

Mr. Cesar De Joya * 
Mrs. Glenda Fankhauser 
Dr. Wendy Fantl 
Kenneth & Ella Fehl * 
Cantor & Mrs. Martin Feldman * 
Mr. David A. Fencl 
Mr. Donald Fennell 
Mr. & Mrs. Noel Fenton 
Dr. & Mrs. Robert B. Fenwick * 
Mr. Alexander L. Fetter &  

Ms. Lynn B. Bunim * 
Mr. Howard Fields 
Dr. Michael Fields 
Mr. Angelo P. Figone &  

Mr. Laurence Brenner 
Mr. Jeffrey Fine 
Ms. Sharon Finer & Mr. Peter Buch 
Ms. Jessena Finn 
Mrs. Brigitte D. Fisher 
Mr. William O. Fisher &  

Ms. Kathryne Bernick 
Renee Fladen-Kamm 
Dr. & Mrs. M. D. Flamm Jr. 
Ms. Kristina Flanagan 
Molly & Andrew Fleischman 
Valerie A. Flesch 
Mr. Steve Fletcher & Mr. Carl Croft 
Ms. Joann E. Fong 
Dr. Julita A. Fong 
Mrs. Marilyn A. Forni 
Mrs. Dianne A. Fowler * 
Mr. & Mrs. Jerome Fox 
Mr. Robert H. Frank &  

Ms. Mary D. Beall * 
Mary Ann Frankel 
Karen & Jim Frassetto 
Barbara B. & Joseph P. Fredrick 
Mr. Dale C. Freeman 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert L. Freinkel 
Ms. Lisa Frey 
Mrs. William M. Friede 
Mr. & Mrs. Ernest Friedlander 
Mr. Joseph P. Friedman 
Ms. Gaye Frisby 
Judith A. Fritz 
Linle & Jim Froeb 
Ms. Barbara H. Fumea 
Mrs. K Gabrielson 
Janet & George Gardiner 
Mr. Michael M. Garland &  

Ms. Virginia A. Coe 
Keith & Priscilla Geeslin 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Geiger 
Kurt Geselbracht &  

Francisco Guevara 
Dr. Dorothy W. Gietzen 
Mr. Richard Giordano 
Ms. Mireille R. Giovanola 
Dr. Louis Girling 
Mr. A. J. Mageski Jr. & Susan K. Gisser 
Ms. Meryl J. Glass 
Dr. & Mrs. Harvey W. Glasser 
Mr. & Mrs. John M. Gleason 
Ms. Jeanne F. Glennon 
Mr. Richard Glickman 
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Mr. Daniel Glover 
Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Gobell 
Ms. Debra Golata 
Steven H. Goldberg, M.D. &  

Sandee Blechman 
Mr. William S. Goldstein & Mr. 

Christopher Archuleta 
Mr. Mark Gondek & Ms. Janet Tang 
Mr. Gilbert Gonzalez & Mr. Jim Leuker 
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Goodman 
Ms. Jane Gorai 
Mr. Edward C. Gordon * 
Dr. & Mrs. Marvin L. Gordon 
Mrs. Gale K. Gottlieb 
Mr. Richard N. Gould &  

Mr. Richard C. Burnett 
Ms. Barbara Goza 
Ms. Grace & Ms. Roxanne Araim 
Maggie & Fred Grauer 
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Graulich 
Mrs. Mary Graves 
Ms. Wanda L. Graves &  

Mr. Stephen Duscha 
Mrs. Clelia M. Gray 
Dr. Carlos Greaves 
Dr. Geoffrey Green & Dr. Marcia Green 
Ms. Loretta M. Green 
Mr. Andrew Greenberg &  

Ms. Marilyn Adamson 
Mr. Shaun Greenleaf &  

Mr. Jeff Michael 
Mr. & Mrs. Ron Greenwald * 
Mrs. Claudia Greif 
Dr. Patricia L. Griffin 
Mrs. Sara G. Griffith 
Ms. Jane Grimm 
Ms. Ann C. Grove 
Mr. Erich Gruen 
Ms. Isebill Gruhn 
Miss Ursula Grunfeld 
Richard J. Guggenhime, Jr. &  

J. Philip DiNapoli * 
John A. & Cynthia Fry Gunn 
Mr. John B. Gussman 
Ms. Olivia Gustine 
Mr. Eric Gutnick & Ms. Mary Handelin * 
Mr. Roger Guy-Bray 
Mrs. Peter E. Haas 
Mr. Victor Hachiya 
Dr. Waleed Haddad 
Mr. & Mrs. John Hafernik 
Mrs. Erika Hagopian 
Ms. Ellen L. Hahn 
Dr. & Mrs. Glenn Hakanson 
Ms. Mary Jean J. Haley 
Ms. Bronwyn H. Hall 
Ms. Theresa Hallinan 
Mrs. Sylvia Halloran 
Mr. Randall E. Ham &  

Ms. Linda Wilford 
Ms. Jennifer Hamilton 
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Hamlett 
Mrs. Sandra Handler * 
Dr. Elias Hanna * 
Mr. Harold J. Hansen 
Charles & Susan Hanson 
Ms. Diana Harris 
Dr. & Mrs. James S. Harris 
Ms. Dea Lee Harrison 
Mr. Ronald Harrison 
Mrs. Susan Graham Harrison &  

Mr. Michael A. Harrison 
Mr. John Harron 
Mrs. Jane M. Hartley 
Ms. Elisabeth Hartman 
Mr. Mark Haumesser 
Mr. James A. Heagy 
Mr. & Mrs. James M. Heaton 
Mr. Michael S. Hebel 
Mr. Kenneth Hecht 
Ms. Mollie Hedges &  

Ms. Laurel Lembo 

Dr. M. Henry Heines &  
Ms. Katherine Fines 

Dr. & Mrs. Craig Henderson 
Ms. Diane Henry 
Mr. John Henry 
Ms. Joan Herron 
Mr. Daniel Hersh 
Mr. Ralph J. Hexter &  

Mr. Manfred Kollmeier 
Ms. Lois Hillman 
Mr. & Mrs. Austin Hills * 
Ms. Laurie Mettier Hills * 
Ian Hinchliffe & Marjorie Shapiro 
Mr. & Mrs. Frederic Hirschfield 
Ms. Esther Hirsh 
Mr. Pak-Ming Ho 
Ms. Linda Joyce Hodge 
Mr. Melvin S. Hodges 
Ms. Parki Hoeschler 
Mr. Albert Hoffman &  

Mr. David Shepherd 
Mr. Stephen C. Hoffman 
Dr. Susan Holbrook 
Mr. Marshall H. Hollimon * 
John & Barbara Holt * 
Ms. Jane Hook & Mr. Peter Brosig 
Ms. Vicky Hoover 
Ms. Sally S. Hopkins 
Mr. Larry Horton 
Ms. Wilma S. Horwitz 
Ms. Antonia P. Hotung 
Karen & Raymond Houck * 
Ms. Sally V. Houston 
Mr. Barry D. Hovis * 
Mr. Joseph C. Howard 
Mr. Illong Huang 
Mr. Jackson Huang 
Mr. William W. Huber 
Mr. & Mrs. Henry P. Huff III 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Hughes 
Mr. David S. Hugle & Mr. Haggai Niv 
Ms. Nancy Huie 
Mr. & Mrs. George H. Hume 
Mr. Sammy Hung 
Ms. Margaret C. Hutchins 
Ms. Mary Idso 
Dr. Charles E. Irwin Jr. 
Ms. Marsha Irwin 
Ms. Elizabeth Isaacs 
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Jacobberger 
Dr. Laurence H. Jacobs 
Dr. & Mrs. Norman Jacobson 
Ms. Joyce R. James 
Mr. Keith Jantzen & Mr. Scott M. Beth 
Mr. & Mrs. Robin Jaquith * 
Ms. Katherine W. Jarrett 
Mr. Glen Jarvis 
Mr. & Mrs. Alan C. Jason * 
Mr. Martin Jay 
Mr. C. Bradford Jeffries 
Mr. & Mrs. John O. Jenkins 
Ms. M. Anne Jennings 
Mr. Guyton N. Jinkerson 
Mr. & Mrs. Franklin P. Johnson Jr. * 
Ms. Jeraldine S. Johnson 
Ms. Marian Johnston 
Mr. Paul S. Jones 
Ms. Ann Jorgensen 
Ms. Rosemary Joyce &  

Mr. Russell Sheptak 
Ms. Sheila Juilly 
Ms. Andrea G. Julian * 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Jur 
Ms. Merle Kahn 
Ms. Anne Kaiser & Mr. Robert Taylor 
Michael Kalkstein & Susan English 
Mr. Robert & Mrs. Ingrid Kallman 
Mr. David Kamp 
Mr. Daniel F. Kane Jr. &  

Ms. Silvia Sorell 
Dr. & Mrs. Samuel D. Kaplan 
Mrs. Susan Kaplan * 

Mr. Thomas L. Kardos 
Mr. & Mrs. Joel S. Karliner 
Dr. Alan Karras & Ms. Diane Woloshin 
Mr. & Ms. Michael Katten * 
Bennett R. Katz 
Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Katz 
Mr. Richard E. Kaye &  

Mr. Dominik Dinardo 
Ms. Diana Hoffman 
Mr. John P. Keaney 
Mr. Frank Kelly 
Mr. Gregory J. Kelly &  

Dr. Kathy E. Down 
Mrs. Louis Kelso 
Dr. Phyllis A. Kempner &  

Dr. David D. Stein * 
Ms. Carolyn Kenady * 
Mr. Lawrence A. Kern 
Mrs. Emiliya Kil & Mr. Allan Samson 
Mrs. Sally L. Kirby * 
Mr. & Mrs. James F. Kirkham 
Mr. & Mrs. William W. Klaproth 
Robert & Linda Klett 
Mrs. Patricia W. Klitgaard 
Mr. John Klopacz 
Mr. Leonard F. Klosinski * 
Dr. Alan Kneitel & Diane Weber 
Jeroen Knops & Shirley Clift 
Ms. Shirley Kobrin 
Mrs. Judith Koch 
Ms. Jane Koegel 
Ms. Monteser Kohn 
Ms. Rowena Korobkin 
Mr. Thomas Koster 
Sharon & Ronald Krauss * 
Dr. J. Kraut M.D. 
Mr. Charles C. Kredensor &  

Mr. Frederic S. Saunders * 
Maj. Floyd Krey 
Dr. Susan Kroll & Mr. Mark R. Kroll 
Ms. Karen J. Kubin 
Mr. & Mrs. Donald G. Kuchta 
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Kuckein 
Ms. Judith Kunofsky 
Dr. Judith A. Lamberti 
Ms. S. Bao Lamsam & Mr. Scott Sagan 
Mr. Donald Langley 
Ms. Roberta J. Langren 
Ms. Barbara Lanier & Mr. John Wilson 
Mrs. Gail Lapidus 
Mr. Randall E. Laroche &  

Mr. David Laudon 
Ms. Dorothy M. Larsen * 
Mr. Jon H. Larson 
Dr. & Mrs. Laurence Lasky 
Mr. Michael Lasky 
Mr. & Mrs. Kurt A. Latta * 
James P. Laumond, M.D. 
Mrs. Jan V. Lawler 
Mr. Jeffrey C. Lea 
Mr. James T. Leak 
Mr. & Mrs. Norman Leaper * 
Mr. Jose M. Ledon 
Ms. Cynthia Lee 
Dr. Howard Lee 
Dr. Kathryn Lee & Dr. Patricia Speier 
Mr. Kewchang Lee 
Ms. Patricia Lee &  

Mr. Steve Hoffmann 
Patricia T. Lee 
Ms. Wendy T. Lee 
Alexander & Brenda Leff 
Mr. Jeffrey Lefstin 
Dr. Lewis S. Lehman &  

Mr. Francois Perrin 
Mr. & Mrs. Edgar G. Lehmann * 
Dr. & Mrs. Hoyle Leigh 
Mr. Kenneth Leitch & Ms. Carol Leitch * 
Maureen & George Lenahan 
Mr. Jack Lenk 
Ms. Miranda Leonard 
Mr. Allan H. Lerch * 

Mr. Anthony Leuin &  
Ms. Jean L. Bertrand 

Ms. Iyana C. Leveque 
Mr. Mark Levi 
Dr. Edward N. Levin 
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald S. Levin * 
Dr. Jack Levin M.D. 
Mr. Roy Levin & Ms. Jan Thomson 
Mrs. Cornelia Levine 
Mr. & Ms. Barry Levine 
Ms. Janice C. Levy 
Ms. Konnie Lewin 
Mr. Kenneth A. Lewis 
Ms. Marty S. Lewis 
Dr. F. Chaney Li 
Helen Ann & Norman Licht 
Mr. J. Stoner Lichty Jr. &  

Dr. Darryl L. Raszl * 
Ms. Marcia Lieberman 
Mr. Raymond Lifchez 
Dr. Sandra Lillie 
Mrs. Nancy D. Lilly 
Dr. & Mrs. Lawrence H. Lin 
Ms. Lisa P. Lindelef 
Ms. Sylvia R. Lindsey 
Mrs. Bernice G. Lindstrom * 
Dr. T. Juhani Linna 
Mr. Ivan R. Linscott 
Mr. John J. Livingston &  

Ms. Frances Etow 
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald J. Loar 
Mr. Tom Lockard & Dr. Alix Marduel 
Mr. Alan LoFaso 
Ms. Carol S. Lonergan 
Mr. David C. Long 
Mr. Nathaniel M. Lopez * 
Mrs. Kate Lord 
Mr. Paul & Mrs. Sylvia Lorton 
Richard & Theresa Chen Louie 
Mr. J. David Lowe 
Mr. Claude L. Lowen * 
Ms. Patricia Lowther 
George Lucas & Tom Rothgiesser 
Ms. Ailsa E. Ludvik 
Mrs. Ann Ludwig 
Mr. Greg Lyon & Ms. Kathleen Duffy 
Mrs. Barbara Lyons 
Dr. & Mrs. Laurence R. Lyons 
Mr. Steven C. Lyss 
Mr. Byron W. Macdonald 
Mr. Roderick A. MacKenzie 
Ms. Betty Maddux 
Mr. & Mrs. John E. Major 
Dr. Roger A. Mann, M.D. 
Mr. Arthur Manzi 
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Mardesich 
Mr. Jason Marks & Ms. Pepi Ross 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Marston * 
Timothy J. Marten M.D. &  

Ms. Mary Heylin 
Mrs. Jackie Martin 
Mr. Gilbert J. Martinez 
Mrs. Constance Marvin * 
Ms. Alex Marzano 
Ms. Maryann Maslan 
Mr. Michael D. Mason 
Mrs. Eve Masonek 
Mr. Gilbert E. Matthews 
Mrs. Joan Maxwell 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Patterson McBaine 
Prof. & Mrs. Marsh McCall 
Ms. Martha T. McCall 
Ms. Susan McConkey 
Mrs. Marcia McConnell 
Dr. Brian P. McCune 
Mr. & Mrs. Al McDonnell 
Rev. Thomas J. McElligott * 
Mr. Nion Tucker McEvoy 
Ms. Anne McGowan 
Dr. Marguerite McInnes, Ph.D. 
Mr. Robert McIvor 
Ellen & Paul McKaskle * 

Ms. Maureen McKeown 
Ms. Elaine McKinley & Ms. Kit Durgin 
Mr. H. Ray McKnight 
Mrs. Deedee McMurtry 
Ronald & Judith McWilliams * 
Kerrin K. Meis * 
Mr. Mark Mellin 
Mr. David Mellor 
Mr. Robert Messick * 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas R. Metcalf * 
Mr. Bruce Meyers 
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Michener * 
Mrs. Ruth S. Mikkelsen 
Mrs. Anita Miller 
Mr. David H. Miller 
Dr. Edward Miller & Mrs. Rita M. Bral 
Mr. & Mrs. Knute M. Miller * 
Dr. & Mrs. Stephen Miller 
Mr. & Mrs. James Milner 
Ms. Dorothy T. Milton &  

Ms. Denise Milton 
Ms. Victoria Mimiaga 
Dr. Judy C. Miner 
Mr. John W. Minnich 
Ms. Katharine P. Minott 
Mr. Robert B. Mison 
Ms. Ann Marie Mix 
Mr. & Mrs. W. W. Moffett 
Ms. Karen Moneta 
Mr. James C. Moora 
Thomas & Lydia Moran 
Ms. Camille Morishige * 
Ms. Alice Morison 
Mrs. Robert A. Morrey * 
Mr. Steven P. Morris &  

Mr. Peter Mendiara 
Mr. William O. Morris * 
Mr. Glenn A. Morrison 
Mrs. Anne L. Morton * 
Ms. Nancy S. Mueller 
Mr. Robert Mukai 
Mrs. & Mr. Elke Muller 
Mr. & Mrs. Ralph Muller 
Mr. Robert Munday &  

Ms. Evamarie Doering * 
Mr. Manfred Mundelius 
Dr.  Lois L. Mundie * 
Mr. & Mrs. John H. Munz 
Mrs. Ruth Murad * 
Ms. Kate H. Murashige &  

Mr. Chris P. Zones * 
Mr. Gordon Murray 
Mr. John A. Musgrave * 
Dr. Renate M. Nadler, M.D. 
David & Marilyn Nasatir 
Ms. Nancy E. Nebeker 
Ms. Lalla Neblett 
Nina & Charles Nelson 
Ms. Judy Nelson * 
Mr. Kenneth J. Ness 
Mr. & Ms. Daniel Neumark 
Dr. & Mrs. Ernest Newbrun 
Ms. Kan C. Ng 
Mr. Carl & Mrs. Wenlan Ng 
Dr. & Dr. Ethan Nicholls 
Mr. Matthew Nieder 
Ms. Kay Noel 
Mr. Christopher Noll 
Mr. Paul D. Nordine 
Mr. Terrence M. Nordstrom 
Ms. Deborah Nosowsky 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Boyce Nute 
Jack & Judith Obedzinski 
Nancy Ober Alward & Eugene Alward 
Mr. Neil H. O'Donnell &  

Ms. Christine E. Motley 
Dr. Karen Offen 
Ms. Joan O'Leary 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert M. Oliver 
Mr. Robert & Mrs. Dolores Olness 
Mr. & Mrs. Terry L. Olson 
Mrs. & Mr. Elisabeth O'Malley 
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Dr. & Mrs. Paul Opsvig 
Dr. Hedda Orkin 
Mr. & Mrs. Julian E. Orr 
Dr. & Mrs. Hans I. Orup * 
Mr. William & Mrs. Kathleen Oscarson * 
Bernard & Barbro Osher * 
Ms. Barbara Oshman &  

Mr. David R. Braker 
Mr. Bruce P. Osterweil &  

Ms. Patricia A. Furlong 
Mrs. Lise Deschamps Ostwald 
Ms. Fran D. OSullivan 
Ms. Ruth M. Owades 
Ms. Catherine A. Owen 
Judy O'Young M.D. &  

Mr. Gregg Hauser 
Mr. Mark Paetz 
Mr. & Mrs. F. Ward Paine * 
Mr. Jeffrey Painter 
Mrs. Jeraldine M. Palazzi * 
Mrs. Robin M. Parer 
Dr. & Mrs. Richard Park 
Ms. Margaret L. Parker 
Ms. Nancy Parker 
Ms. Susan M. Parker 
Ms. Iris Parris 
Dr. & Mrs. Thomas T. Paukert 
Sarah & Rodney Paul 
Mrs. Judith J. Payne 
Norman & Janet Pease 
Ms. Louise S. Pencavel 
Mr. J. Luis Perez & Mr. G. W. Greer 
Ms. Catherine H. Perga 
Mr. & Mrs. Neil C. Pering 
Steven & Pamela Perls 
Ms. Florence Perot 
Francine W. &  Alan Perry 
Ms. Louise Pescetta &  

Mr. Richard Dolan * 
Miss Donna Petersen 
Mr. Ronald N. Peterson 
Ms. Susan D. Peterson * 
Mr. Andrew Phelps 
Ms. Pamela Philbert 
Ms. Rita Piagneri * 
Dr. Judith Pickersgill 
Ms. Shauna Pickett-Gordon 
Ms. Kathy Pickup 
Mr. Peter Pierson 
Mr. Scott Plakun &  

Dr. Milton P. Schaefer 
Mr. & Mrs. Wolfgang Pohl 
Mary & William Poland 
Ms. Paula Polley 
Ms. Norma H. Pollock * 
Ms. Donna L. Poninski 
Ms. Carol Ponzio 
Mr. & Mrs. Bruce T. Powell 
Ms. Jeanette M. Prato 
Ms. Felice S. Price 
Mrs. Lynn Price * 
Miss Ruth Quigley 
Mr. & Mrs. Martin Quinn * 
Ms. Virginia Quong 
Mrs. Varda Rabin 
Mr. Gordon Radley 
Ms. Norma G. Randig * 
Mr. Robert W. Rankin 
Mr. & Mrs. David O. Ransom 
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Raven * 
Alan M. & Nancy Raznick 
Ms. Patricia Rees-Miller 
Mr. Glenn H. Reid * 
Mr. & Mrs. Bob Reinheimer 
Mr. & Mrs. John S. Renard 
Mr. & Mrs. Paul A. Renne * 
Ms. Laurel Rest 
James & Sheryl Reuben 
Ms. Karen A. Reuther 
Mr. Victor J. Revenko 
Ms. Judy Reynolds * 
Allan & Helen M. Ridley 

Ms. Sandra Ried 
Mr. Richard Riffer & Ms. Susan Blank 
Drs. Richard J. & Pamela Zell Rigg 
Marjorie J. & Keith W. Riley * 
Orli & Zack Rinat 
Mr. Ernst Rinderknecht 
Ms. Carolyn J. Rinetti 
Ms. Kathryn E. Ringgold 
Mr. Charles L. Rino 
Ms. Carolyn Rising 
Mr. Lawrence R. Rivera 
Mr. & Mrs. Rivette 
Ms. Catherine A. Rivlin 
Mr. & Mrs. George R. Roberts 
Mr. John H. Roberts 
Kay & Ray Roberts * 
Mrs. Marianne B. Robison 
Ms. Mary E. Rockdale &  

Mr. Michael Lazur 
Saul & Barbara Rockman 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Rodriguez 
Mr. Christopher Rogers 
Ms. Diana V. Rogers * 
Ms. Glenna Rogers 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Rogers 
Mr. Ronald M. Rogness 
Mr. Scot Rohrer &  

Ms. Anne Scanlan-Rohrer 
Ms. Heli Roiha &  

Ms. Therissa McKelvey 
Mr. Andrew Rombakis 
Ms. Deborah Romer &  

Mr. William Tucker 
Mr. Marc Rosaaen 
Ms. Susan Rosenblatt 
Mrs. Edith Rosenkranz 
Dr. & Mrs. Roberto P. Rosenkranz 
Ms. Barbara J. Ross * 
Mr. Floyd W. Ross * 
Mrs. Min Ross * 
Mary Ellen Rossi 
Mr. George E. Rossmann 
Mrs. Claire S. Roth 
Mr. Dennis K. Rothhaar &  

Ms. Miriam Steinbock 
Dr. Gwendolyn Rothman &  

Mr. Daniel Neumayer 
Mr. Neil Rowe 
Ms. Martha Rubinson * 
Ms. Gail Rubman 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert B. Ryan 
Mr. Alex Rynecki 
Dr. Janice Ryu 
Dr. & Mrs. David P. Sachs 
Mr. Jordan H. Sachs &  

Ms. Jeannie Sack 
Ms. Wendy Sachs 
Mr. Paul Sack & Ms. Shirley Davis * 
Ms. Judith Sahagen 
Mrs. Joan Sallee 
Ms. Louise Adler Sampson * 
Mr. & Mrs. Warren H. Sandell 
Dr. I. Sandford 
Mr. Richard H. Sands * 
Dr. Susan Jo Sanfilippo &  

Mr. Bruce Meier 
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Sapienza 
Mrs. Marlys Saveri 
Mrs. Dorothy R. Saxe 
Ms. Beth Scanlan 
Betty & Jack Schafer 
Mr. Randy Schekman 
Mr. David Schild 
Ms. Dorothy Schimke & Mr. Cliff Jarrard 
Dr. & Mrs. Phillip Schletter 
Ms. Elena Schmid 
Rev. Paul J. Schmidt &  

Rev. Gerard K. Moran * 
Ms. Betsey G. Schneider 
Mrs. Karlyn Schneider 
Mr. & Mrs. John A. Schram 
Mrs. Esther Schroeder * 

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Schroeder 
Mrs. Elizabeth Schultz 
Mr. John R. Schwabacher &  

Ms. Madelene Wong 
Ms. Henrietta Schwartz 
Ms. Jan B. Schwartz &  

Mr. Robert B. Baden 
Mrs. Raymond Schweizer * 
William Scott & Amy Osterholm 
Margaret & Emanuel Scrofani 
Ms. Melanie Searle 
Mrs. Pamela Sebastian * 
Mr. & Ms. Daniel F. Seidel 
Christopher & Trudi Seiwald 
Mr. Sean M. SeLegue 
Mr. George F. Sensabaugh 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Sessler * 
Mr. Thad Shaffer 
Ms. Louise Shalit 
Mr. Theodore Shaner * 
Mr. & Mrs. Gary J. Shapiro 
Dr. & Mrs. James S. Shapiro 
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald V. Sharp 
Dr. & Mrs. Peter J. Sheaff 
Ms. Margaret V. Sheehan 
Ms. Ruth Sheldon 
Mr. & Mrs. Wylie Sheldon 
Dr. & Mrs. David T. Shen 
Ms. Susan B. Sherman 
Mr. & Mrs. William Shilstone 
Mr. Steven E. Shladover 
Ms. Joyce Shon 
Mr. & Mrs. John J. Shook 
Richard & Barbra Shoop 
Dr. & Mrs. Richard Shore M.D. 
Ms. Ruth A. Short 
Mr. John Shott & Ms. Heidi Munzinger 
Mr. Jan Shrem &  

Ms. Maria Manetti Shrem 
Mrs. Emma Shtivelman 
Ms. Anne H. Siberell 
Dr. & Dr. Edward A. Sickles 
Mr. Stephen Silberstein 
Dr. & Mrs. Gerald Silverberg 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Silverberg 
Ms. Myra L. Silverman 
Ms. Helen J. Simon 
Ms. Osa H. Simons * 
Mr. G. N. Sitzman 
Mr. Darold E. Skerritt & Ms. Judy Lind 
Ms. Barbara Skipper 
Ms. Michaelene C. Skronski 
Walter & Judith Sleeth 
Mr. & Mrs. David L. Sloss * 
Prof.  Alan Smith & Dr. Helen Smith 
Mr. Albert G. Smith 
Mr. Frederic Smith 
Ms. Marie-Louise Smith 
Ms. Pamela D. Smith &  

Dr. Roger L. Potash 
Ms. Patricia Smith 
Dr. Stephen Smoliar &  

Ms. Linda Dembo 
Dr. Marvin Smoller * 
Mr. James Snow 
Dr. Richard L. Sogg M.D. * 
Ms. Marylou V. Solbrig 
Mr. John H. Solomon 
Mrs. Cheryl Sorokin 
Michael & Susan Southworth 
Mr. & Mrs. Steven Souza 
Ms. Susan Spellman 
Dr. & Mrs. Robert L. Stamper 
Ms. Anita Stapen &  

Mr. Richard Granberg 
Ms. Gail Andersen Stark 
Ms. Gail Starr 
Mrs. Jocelyn & Mr. Paul Startz 
Mrs. Ann Marie Steig 
Carol & Harvey Steiman 
Dr. Stuart Steinberg * 
Ms. Mrigendra Steiner 

Ms. Mary Jean Stempien &  
Mr. James Stricker 

Mr. Robert M. Stenburg 
Mr. Richard W. Stevens * 
Susan K. Stevens M.D. 
Ms. Monique Stevenson 
Ms. Valerie Stewart 
Mr. Ian E. Stockdale 
Ms. Angela Stocker * 
Mr. Jan Story 
Mr. & Mrs. Howard Strassner 
Mr. Paul D. Strogen 
Carter & Ruth Stroud 
Ms. J. Lynn Stuart 
Ms. Terri Stuart 
Ms. Christy Styer & Mr. Michael Bassi 
Dennis Styne & Donna Petre 
Mr. & Mrs. Gordon Sundara 
Dr. Scott Swanson &  

Mr. Michael Feeney 
Mr. Roger G. Swearingen 
Ms. Marsha T. Sweeney 
Mr. J. Gregory Swendsen 
Mrs. Roselyne C. Swig * 
Miss Kim Szelog 
Mr. & Mrs. Bob Tandler 
Ms. Nadine M. Tang 
Ms. Susan K. Tanner * 
Mr. & Mrs. John Tastor 
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Taylor 
Elizabeth & Martin Terplan * 
Ms. Dena R. Thaler 
Mr. Ruedi F. Thoeni 
Ms. Joan Thoma 
Mr. Barton Thompson 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas W. Thompson 
Dr. Naomi R. Thorpe 
Dr. William B. Thurston & Dr. May Loo 
Mr. Ralph Tiegel & Mrs. Joanna Officier 
Mr. Jerrold Tighe * 
Ms. Marie Tilson 
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Ting 
Mr. Thomas C. Tjerandsen 
Ms. Carol J. Tomlinson 
Dr. Lucy S. Tompkins 
Michael & Catherine Topham 
Ms. Lynne S. Toribara 
Ms. Roseanna Torretto 
Mr. Ronald F. Trauner 
Ms. Susan Treadway 
Mrs. Ann C. Treadwell 
Mr. Richard D. Tuck &  

Mr. Neale Grasham 
Mr. & Mrs. James S. Tunnell 
Ms. Neva Turer 
Mrs. Carol Turner * 
Mrs. Sandra Tye 
Ms. Yvonne Upsher * 
Ms. Laura Vacco 
Ms. Norma J. Van Cott 
Mr. Robert van der Plas 
Dr. Catharine van Ingen 
Mrs. Judy M. Vandenberg 
Ms. Ruth Veinott 
Mrs. & Mr. Soo Venkatesan 
Mrs. Julia Vetromile &  

Mr. David Goldstein 
Mr. & Mrs. Fred Virdeh 
Mr. Albert J. Vizinho 
Ms. Alexandra E. Dixon 
Mr. Terry & Mrs. Mary Vogt 
Mrs. Janet R. Vuksinick * 
Dr. Bradford W. Wade &  

Dr. Linda K. Riebel 
Mr. Charles Wagner &  

Mr. Thomas F. Culp 
Ms. Nora E. Wagner 
Ms. Zona Walcott 
Mr. Irving Q. Waldorf 
Mr. Jack Waldorf 
Ms. Adrian Walker 

Ms. Ann Yvonne Walker &  
Mr. David M. Jones * 

Mr. & Mrs. William Walker 
William & Lia Walker 
Ms. Peggy A. Wall & Mr. Robert Slyker 
Mr. Russell Wallace 
Mrs. Barbara Moller Ward * 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert B. Warden 
Mr. & Mrs. John H. Warren * 
Ann & Thomas A. Watrous * 
Mr. Edward J. Watson 
Marcia M. & Hathaway Watson III 
Lynn & Don Watson 
Ms. Marge Watson 
Ms. Ani Weaver 
Mr. Daniel J. Weaver 
Mr. Keith R. Weed &  

Ms. Julia Molander * 
Mrs. Barbara Weinberg * 
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Weiss 
Lucie & Jerry Weissman 
Mrs. Carol A. Weitz * 
Mr. & Mrs. Bruce B. Weller 
Ms. Victoria Welsh 
Mr. Richard West 
Ms. Elizabeth Westfall 
Dr. & Mrs. George Westlake 
Dr. & Mrs. John P. Whitcher 
Patti & Ed White 
Dr. Joanne Whitney 
Mr. Jay Wiener 
Mrs. Judy Wilbur * 
Ms. Vilma Wilcoxen 
Mr. & Mrs. Nelson Wild 
Ms. Carol Wilhelmy 
Mr. David H. Williams 
Mr. Frederick T. Williams 
Mr. John R. Williams * 
Mr. Alan Williamson 
Ms. Ann L. Williamson * 
Mr. Mason Willrich &  

Mrs. Wendy Willrich 
Mr. James & Mrs. Carol Willson 
Mrs. Diane B. Wilsey * 
Ms. Faye C. Wilson 
Mr. Brian Wines 
Dr. & Mrs. Hugh R. Winig 
James & Beth Wintersteen 
Susan & Jonathan Wittwer 
Mrs. Barbara A. Wolfe 
Dr. Carlene J. Wong & Dr. Philip C. Lee 
Ms. Eileen C. Wong 
Ms. Evelyn Wong 
Mr. & Mrs. Y. Wood Wong 
Ms. Jennifer C. Wood 
Mr. Donald R. Worn 
Mr. Frank Yellin 
Mrs. Nguyen Yen & Mr. Mel Bachmeier 
Mr. Michael Yezzi 
Mr. Shawn Ying & Mr. Jason Cohen 
Mr. David Yingling 
Ms. Dale E. Young 
Rev. & Mrs. Paul H. Young Jr. 
Ms. Rhoma Young 
Mr. Ingu Yun 
Mr. E. William & Mrs. Mary Alice Yund 
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Zaccalini 
Mrs. Adele Zachrisson 
Mr. & Mrs. Naeem Zafar 
Mr. Pierluigi Zappacosta &  

Mrs. Enrica D'Ettorre 
Mr. William T. Zaumen 
Ms. Zegart & Ms. Ruddle 
Mrs. Alie Zeidler 
Dr. Sondra L. Zentner &  

Ms. Sophie Neubert 
Mr. Frank Zepeda 
Mr. Stephen & Mrs. Connie Zilles 
Dr. & Mrs. Harold Zlot 
Ms. Ieva Zvargulis &  

Mr. William Robertson 
Anonymous (28)
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John A. & Cynthia Fry Gunn
D O N O R  S P OT L I G H T

Once again, the unprecedented generosity of 
Cynthia and John Gunn has set the stage for 
a dazzling season at San Francisco Opera. 

Since 2002, when John joined the Opera Board, the 
couple has underwritten numerous productions and 
provided exceptional support for many of the Company’s 
innovative endeavors. In September 2008, the Gunns 
made a historic commitment—believed to be the largest 
gift ever made by individuals to an American opera 
company—to help fund the signature projects of General 
Director David Gockley, including new operas and 
productions, multimedia projects, and outreach 
programs, and they have proudly continued that support 
for General Director Matthew Shilvock. This season, the 
Gunns’ inspired generosity is helping make possible four 
productions—Antony and Cleopatra, Eugene Onegin, La 
Traviata, and El último sueño de Frida y Diego. The Gunns 
invite everyone to give and join them as a member of San 
Francisco Opera’s donor community. John comments, 
“Opera is a dynamic art form, and all of us play a role in 
keeping it a meaningful part of our social fabric. With you 
we can propel San Francisco Opera into its next 100 years 

of artistic history.” John is the former chairman and CEO 
of Dodge & Cox Investment Managers. He joined the rm 
in 1972, the year he received his MBA from Stanford 
Business School and married Cynthia, who graduated 
from Stanford with an A.B. in political science in 1970. 
Early in her career, Cynthia was the editor and director of 
The Portable Stanford book series for ten years. She 
edited twenty-eight books by Stanford professors on a 
vast array of topics, including Economic Policy Beyond the 
Headlines by George Shultz and Ken Dam. In addition to 
their support of San Francisco Opera, the Gunns are 
active members of the community. John is a former 
trustee of Stanford University and is Chairman Emeritus 
of the Advisory Board for the Stanford Institute for 
Economic Policy Research. Cynthia currently serves as a 
trustee of the Fine Arts Museums and is a former overseer 
of Stanford’s Hoover Institution and has been a member of 
the advisory board of Family and Children Services and the 
board of the Lucile Packard Foundation for Children’s 
Health. Opera lovers are grateful to Cynthia and John and 
applaud their commitment to keeping San Francisco 
Opera a leading-edge company.  

TERRENCE MCCARTHY
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Donor Spotlight
Diane B. Wilsey (Opening Weekend Grand Sponsor) 
Dede Wilsey, a longtime San Francisco Opera board member, patron, and Opera Ball 
supporter, believes deeply in the transformative power of the arts, particularly the 
multi-faceted world of opera. Says Dede, “It’s a marvelous spectacle. From the voices and 
pageantry to the scenery, costumes, and acting, opera lls the senses and takes you to 
another place.” Thanks to Dede’s generosity, opera enthusiasts of all ages have much to 
celebrate. As Opening Weekend Grand Sponsor for the sixteenth year, she is excited to 
celebrate the start of our Centennial Season with a concert of opera stars Nadine Sierra, 
Michael Fabiano, Pene Pati, and Lucas Meachem singing opera favorites and a few surprises, 
with our beloved San Francisco Opera Orchestra under the baton of Caroline H. Hume Music 

Director Eun Sun Kim. Dede is also supporting the celebratory oral arrangements that grace the War Memorial Opera 
House on September 9, the world premiere of Antony and Cleopatra on September 10, and the free, annual Opera in the 
Park concert at Robin Williams Meadow on September 11. Dede’s leadership support was critical in the creation of the 
Wilsey Center for Opera, a dynamic, intimate space at the Veterans Building, which opened in spring 2016. Her 
philanthropic commitment to the community extends to many organizations. Dede has been chairman of the board of the 
Fine Arts Museums since 1996 and serves on the boards of the San Francisco Opera, San Francisco Ballet, and the War 
Memorial Performing Arts Center and is a lifetime trustee of UCSF.  
 

Carol Franc Buck Foundation (Production Sponsor, Antony and Cleopatra)  
The Carol Franc Buck Foundation has generously supported the arts for more than forty 
years.  With a mission to support the visual and performing arts in the western region of 
the country, the Carol Franc Buck Foundation was created in 1979, providing major 
underwriting and production grants to the opera companies of San Francisco, Houston, 
Portland, Nevada, and Arizona, as well as many others. Ms. Buck, who passed away in April 
2022, was the youngest child of Frank and Eva Buck, a well-known agricultural, 
entrepreneurial, and political family in California history, from whom she learned the 
values associated with contributing to and working in one’s community. Born in San 
Francisco, Ms. Buck grew up in and around Vacaville at a time when it was a small rural 

ranching area. She attended Stanford University, graduating cum laude with a degree in history. She served as the 
president of the Carol Franc Buck Foundation since its inception, was an original director of the Frank and Eva Buck 
Foundation, and was a valued board member of San Francisco Opera from 1981-2022. Matthew Shilvock says, “Creating 
opera with Carol was a joyful blessing. She had such a nuanced understanding of the art form and how we could propel 
it forward. She developed lasting and deep connections with artists and had great respect for the intensity of their work. 
And in her philanthropy and partnership she did so much to celebrate the vital role culture plays in the Bay Area. It was 
a privilege to know her. We miss her dearly but will feel the impact of her extraordinary spirit for decades to come.” 
 

The Edgar Foster Daniels Foundation (Production Sponsor, Antony and Cleopatra) 
The Edgar Foster Daniels Foundation was established in 1996 by philanthropist Edgar 
Foster Daniels. The Foundation’s focus is to provide support to American and international 
opera companies. Mr. Daniels, who passed away in August 2020, served on the Board of 
Directors of the Metropolitan Opera, San Francisco Opera, Santa Fe Opera (honorary 
director), and Los Angeles Opera and was a lifetime board member of Lyric Opera of 
Chicago.  Mr. Daniels, individually and through his Foundation, underwrote productions at 
San Francisco Opera, Santa Fe Opera, the Metropolitan Opera, Houston Grand Opera, Lyric 
Opera of Chicago, and The Dallas Opera and also provided support to the Salzburg Festival, 
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the Bayreuth Festival, Santa Fe Chamber Music Festival, and the Glyndebourne Festival. San Francisco Opera is grateful 
to Mr. Daniels for his support of our past productions of Luisa Miller, Tannhäuser, and our 1990 and 2018 Ring cycles. His 
passion for opera lives on through the Edgar Foster Daniels Foundation, and San Francisco Opera is especially thankful 
for the Foundation’s support of this season’s Antony and Cleopatra.  
 

Bertie Bialek Elliott (Production Sponsor, Antony and Cleopatra) 
Roberta "Bertie" Bialek Elliott has a long history of volunteerism and philanthropic support 
on the Monterey Peninsula, in the Bay Area, and at her alma mater Northwestern University 
in Evanston, Illinois. Bertie was born in Omaha, Nebraska and graduated from 
Northwestern in 1954 with a degree in History and Phi Beta Kappa honors. In 1963 she and 
her then-husband moved to Carmel, California to raise their family. Bertie was an early 
investor in Berkshire Hathaway, founded by her brother, legendary investor Warren Buffett. 
Bertie and her three daughters established the Berkshire Foundation in 1996 and have 
supported many organizations and institutions through it. Bertie has served on the boards 
of the Monterey Bay Aquarium, Oregon Shakespeare Festival, Monterey County Symphony 
Association, Carmel Bach Festival, Community Foundation for Monterey County, and the 

Community Hospital of the Monterey Peninsula. Most recently Bertie helped the Community Hospital in establishing the 
Ohana Center for Child and Adolescent Behavioral Health. Bertie has supported the San Francisco Opera for more than 
20 years and is a big fan of John Adams. Bertie sponsored his Girls of the Golden West in 2017 and was a commissioning 
sponsor of Doctor Atomic in 2005.  
 

Jerome L. & Thao N. Dodson (Production Sponsor, Eugene Onegin) 
“A ery horse with the speed of light, a cloud of dust and a hearty, Hi-Yo, Silver!” Those 
words, accompanied by the galloping excitement of Rossini’s William Tell Overture, 
transxed a young Jerry Dodson as he listened to The Lone Ranger on the family radio in 
Oak Park, Illinois. Just as Bugs Bunny’s Rabbit of Seville had done for many, a lighthearted 
entertainment sparked a future operatic devotion.  That little boy grew up to attend 
Berkeley in the ’60s, serve with the American Embassy in Vietnam where he and Thao 
met, and attend Harvard Business School. Eventually, the couple married, settled in the 
Bay Area, and raised a family. In the 1980s, Jerry was a pioneer in the eld of socially 
responsible investing, with little interest in opera. But in 1992, when San Francisco Opera 

decided to celebrate Rossini’s bicentennial with the rarely performed William Tell, Thao, already an opera lover, 
suggested to Jerry that they go. William Tell was praised for its striking Lot Mansouri production, and the Dodsons 
began attending regularly. They became season ticket holders in 1999 and supporters, “in a small way,” as Jerry puts it. 
A friendship with David Gockley, which endures to this day, led to a larger role as Company Sponsors. “I so admired 
what he did for the opera, but it was not very good for my pocketbook,” Jerry laughs. Jerry also lends his nancial 
expertise to the audit committee.  In 2016, Dodson considered the import of Gockley’s departure. He met with Matthew 
Shilvock and joined the Board that year. “We hit it off right away!” Jerry says. He felt a similar affinity with Keith Geeslin 
(President of the San Francisco Opera Association). Eager to continue their support, the Dodsons see the Centennial 
Season as a perfect time to revitalize and energize the Company within the San Francisco community. The initial re 
ignited by William Tell continues to burn brightly.  
 

Donor Spotlight

DREW ALTIZER PHOTOGRAPHY

PHOTO VIA COMMUNITY HOSPITAL OF 
THE MONTEREY PENINSULA
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Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01527235. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not 

been verified. Changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.

415.710.6462
Team@teamhatvany.com
TeamHatvany.com
@hatvanyrealestate
DRE # 01152226 | 01484878 | 01928433 | 02016667

 One team with a singular goal: 
your real estate success.

2624 Green Street
Fabulous Pacific Heights home with grand entertaining 
spaces and stunning Golden Gate/Bay views, as well 
as inviting informal rooms for family gatherings. Classic 
details blend with modernized infrastructure.  6 beds, 
4.5 baths, 2 family rooms, garden, 2 car parking.
2624Green.com | $14,250,000

2626 Larkin Street
Magnificent Russian Hill residence with incredible 
architecture and design plus gorgeous city & Bay 
views. 5+ bedrooms (including separate guest apt), 
5.5+ bathrooms, media room, family room, game room, 
elevator, roofdeck, beautiful garden and more. 5+ car 
parking.  2626Larkin.com | Price Upon Request

Untitled-6   1Untitled-6   1 8/8/2022   10:34:07 AM8/8/2022   10:34:07 AM



Bob Ellis (Production Sponsor, Antony and Cleopatra) 
Bob has been a longtime supporter of contemporary opera since he became a member of 
the board of directors in 2001. He has supported all of John Adams’ new productions for 
SFO, beginning with the commission of Doctor Atomic in 2005, Girls of the Golden West in 
2017, and now Antony and Cleopatra. “For me, John Adams has a unique gift for creating 
operatic portraits of major historical moments, with pulsing, lyrical singing and 
orchestration that keeps them alive in my memory.” Other production sponsorships have 
included Douglas Moore’s The Ballad of Baby Doe, Olivier Messiaen’s Saint François 
d’Assise, and the 2011 premiere of Francesca Zambello’s production of Wagner’s Ring. He 
has also served on the boards of Opera Parallèle, OPERA America, and Central City Opera. 

 
San Francisco Opera Guild (Production Sponsor, Eugene Onegin) 
Now celebrating its 83rd Anniversary, San Francisco Opera Guild delivers a full menu of 
education programs for Bay Area TK–12 students, teachers, adults, and the extended 
community. Each year hundreds of classrooms join the Guild in award-winning programs 
including Sing a Story, Opera Together, Book to Bravo!, Voices for Social Justice, and Student 
Dress Rehearsals. Young artists seeking more in-depth involvement participate in the youth 
training programs Summer Conservatory, Madrigals, and Opera Scouts for ages 7–18. This 
year expanded community programming will include Opera Primera and Kinder Choir for 
little ones aged 6 months to 5 years. With a particular focus on social-emotional skill 
building, the Guild believes the life lessons drawn from creative expression are the 

foundation of condence, integrity, and compassion. San Francisco Opera Guild’s Education Fund ensures the 
continuation of these vital programs. San Francisco Opera Guild is a proud supporter of San Francisco Opera and a 
Production Sponsor of Eugene Onegin. Giving Voice to Potential since 1939. 
 

National Endowment for the Arts (Production Sponsor, Antony and Cleopatra) 
Antony and Cleopatra is supported, in part, by the National Endowment for the Arts. Established by 
Congress in 1965, the NEA is the independent federal agency whose funding and support gives 
Americans the opportunity to participate in the arts, exercise their imaginations, and develop their 
creative capacities. Through partnerships with state arts agencies, local leaders, other federal 
agencies, and the philanthropic sector, the NEA supports arts learning, affirms and celebrates 

America’s rich and diverse cultural heritage, and extends its work to promote equal access to the arts in every community 
across America. San Francisco Opera is grateful to the NEA for its long-time partnership and commitment to the work we 
do on stage. 

Donor Spotlight

KRISTEN LOKEN
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Engaging and eclectic 
in the East Bay.
Located in Adams Point overlooking Lake Merritt and just blocks 
away from downtown Oakland, St. Paul’s Towers stands in the 
heart of Oakland while offering easy access to the best of the 
East Bay.

A great selection of beautiful mid-century modern senior living 
apartments are available – especially for solo agers! From our 
spacious open dining room to our Resident Center and solaria 
for arts, meditation and social events, we have spaces for you to 
discover new opportunities while you feel at home.

Explore your next steps to join St. Paul’s Towers:
510.891.8542  I  stpaulstowers.org

100 Bay Place
Oakland, CA 94610

License #011400627 Certificate of Authority #351
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Nov 3
FIRST CONGREGATIONAL 
CHURCH, BERKELEY 

Ensemble Basiani

Nov 3
FIRST CONGREGATIONAL 

The sublime voices of Georgia’s 
Ensemble Basiani present 
a transporting program 
highlighting the rich polyphonic 
music tradition of their 
homeland in the Caucasus. 

Ying Fang, soprano

Ken Noda, piano

Nov 6
HERTZ HALL

The lyric soprano Ying 
Fang has appeared as Ilia 
in Idomeneo, Susanna in 
Le nozze di Figaro, and 
Pamina in Die Zauberflöte
to great acclaim on 
international stages. 
She is joined by 
Ken Noda in a program 
of songs by Schubert, 
Schumann, Mahler, R. 
Strauss, and others.

THANKSGIVING WEEKEND

Vienna Boys Choir
Christmas in Vienna

Nov 26
ZELLERBACH HALL

The universally 
adored Vienna Boys 
Choir visits Berkeley 
in a festive program 
of Austrian folk 
songs, classical 
masterpieces, and 
Christmas hymns 
and carols from 
across the globe. 

Jan 21
ZELLERBACH HALL

DiDonato is joined 
by the early-music 
ensemble Il Pomo 
d’Oro in a theatrical, 
semi-staged concert 
that features music 
from the 17th to 21st 
centuries by Handel, 
Gluck, Cavalli, 
Wagner, Mahler, Ives, 
and Copland. 

Mar 5
ZELLERBACH HALL

The English Concert
Harry Bicket, conductor
The Clarion Choir
Steven Fox, artistic director

Mar 17–19
ZELLERBACH HALL

Myth, magic, music, 
movement, and 
mesmerizing imagery 
combine in William 
Kentridge’s newest 
production. Inspired 
by the Greek myth of 
the Cumaean Sibyl, 
Kentridge’s chamber 
opera wrestles with 
the human desire to 
know our future and 
our helplessness 
before powers and 
technologies that ob-
scure that knowledge 
from us.

US PREMIERE

William Kentridge’s 
SIBYL 
William Kentridge, concept and director

Steven Fox, artistic director

Britain’s eminent early-
music ensemble returns 
to Berkeley to perform 
Handel’s glorious Solomon
(1748), based on Biblical 
stories of the great king’s 
wisdom and justice and 
the ushering-in of a golden 
age of peace, piety, and 
prosperity. 

Joyce DiDonato: 
Eden 
A Cal Performances Co-commission

calperformances.org    |    510.642.9988

PerformancesCal          
U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  C A L I F O R N I A ,  B E R K E L E Y

music    dance    theater

Cal S E A S O N
22/23
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Jan Shrem and Maria Manetti Shrem/Conductors Fund and Emerging Stars Fund 
(Sponsor, Amina Edris and Taylor Raven in Antony and Cleopatra;  
Vassilis Christopoulos, Gordon Bintner, Evan LeRoy Johnson,  
and Aigul Akhmetshina in Eugene Onegin) 
After a career devoted to his publishing businesses in Japan and Europe, the creation of 
Clos Pegase Winery in California’s Napa Valley, and his art collection, Jan Shrem, in joyous 
partnership with his wife, Maria Manetti Shrem, is bringing his focus and affection to 
philanthropic causes that advance education and the performing and visual arts. Though 
they grew up half-a-world apart, Jan and Maria both developed a love of opera at a young 
age. While their lives led them each around the globe, their individual passions eventually 

led them to San Francisco Opera and to each other. As Company Sponsors for more than a decade, Jan and Maria have 
established four generous funds. The Conductors Fund helps ensure the continued appearances of noted conductors 
in the orchestra pit. The Great Interpreters of Italian Opera Fund helps bring today’s most compelling artists in Italian 
repertoire to San Francisco Opera, the Emerging Stars Fund supports the Company in showcasing exciting rising 
young stars on our stage throughout the season, and the Luminaries Concert Fund enables San Francisco Opera to 
bring legendary artists to the stage for special events and performances.  
  

Phyllis C. Wattis Fund for New Productions (Production Sponsor, Antony and Cleopatra) 
San Francisco Opera will always owe a debt of gratitude to Phyllis C. Wattis for her many 
generous and visionary gifts to San Francisco Opera that include an endowment that 
established the Phyllis C. Wattis Fund for New Productions. Mrs. Wattis passed away in June 
2002 at the age of 97. During her life she generously supported many Bay Area nonprot 
organizations and was especially interested in the arts, contributing also her time, wisdom, 
and leadership to the ne arts and the performing arts. She served prominently on the 
boards of San Francisco Museum of Modern Art, Fine Arts Museums of San Francisco, San 
Francisco Opera, and San Francisco Symphony and was a committed nancial and 
ideological supporter of each of these organizations as well. Mrs. Wattis helped underwrite 

San Francisco Opera’s world premiere productions, including Dangerous Liaisons (1994), A Streetcar Named Desire (1998), 
and the critically acclaimed Dead Man Walking (2000). San Francisco Opera deeply appreciates the many generous gifts 
from Mrs. Wattis and takes this opportunity to recognize the Phyllis C. Wattis Fund for New Productions for its 
sponsorship support of many operas, including The Makropulos Case (2010), The Flying Dutchman (2013), Two Women 
(2015), Così fan tutte (2021), Don Giovanni (2022), and this season’s Antony and Cleopatra. 

Donor Spotlight

DREW ALTIZER PHOTOGRAPHY
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A new kind of luxury 
senior living.
Introducing Coterie Cathedral Hill, a first-of-its-kind luxury residence designed 
and developed by two prominent industry leaders, Atria Senior Living and real 
estate firm Related Companies.

With dedicated, highly trained staff, inviting amenities such as a rooftop pool 
and four dining venues, and tailored wellness plans, Coterie is purposefully 
designed to help older adults age well – and do it in style.

Now leasing. Starting at $7,900 per month.
For a private tour, call 628.230.6168 or visit LiveCoterie.com.

1001 Van Ness Avenue  |  San Francisco
Independent Living  |  Assisted Living  |  Memory Care License #385601116297951
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To learn more about becoming a sponsor or making a gift in honor of the Centennial Season,
please contact Chief Philanthropy Offi  cer Lisa Bury at lbury@sfopera.com or (415) 551-6226.

Photo: Cory Weaver (Meistersinger, 2015–16 Season)

Join us as creative
partners in a

thrilling future for
San Francisco Opera.

C R E A T I V I T Y  I N  O P E R A  H A S  A LW A Y S  F L O U R I S H E D
I N  P A R T N E R S H I P  W I T H  V I S I O N A R Y  P H I L A N T H R O P Y .



N A M E D  F U N D S  
William Randolph Hearst Young Artists Fund 
Francesca Deering Howe  

Principal Artist Fund 
Caroline H. Hume Music Director Fund 
Burgess & Elizabeth Jamieson Fund 
Pitch & Cathie Johnson Student Ticket Fund 
The Diana Dollar Knowles  

Fund for Emerging Artists 
Edmund W. &  

Jeannik Méquet Littlefield Fund 
Bernard Osher Endowment Fund 
Jordan Joseph Popkin Opera Outreach Fund 
Madeleine H. Russell  

Night at the Opera Fund 
Thomas Tilton Production Fund 
Phyllis C. Wattis Opera Fund 
Phyllis C. Wattis Fund for New Productions 
Phyllis C. Wattis Fund for the Opera Center 
Phyllis C. Wattis Fund  

for the Maintenance of the Opera House 
Phyllis C. Wattis Opera Fund for Tickets 
Patricia Yakutis Endowment Fund 
 

L E A D E R S H I P C I R C L E  
$1,000,000 AND MORE 
Norby Anderson 
Dr. Ross Armstrong Estate 
Andrew J. Bellotti* 
Mr. & Mrs. William* K. Bowes, Jr. 
Bette Jean Clute Estate 
Columbia Foundation 
Dr. & Mrs. William M. Coughran 
Franklin C. Deters Estate 
Jerome L. & Thao N. Dodson,  

in honor of David Gockley 
Ray* & Dagmar Dolby 
Bertie Bialek Elliott 
Keith & Priscilla Geeslin 
John A. & Cynthia Fry Gunn 
Mr. & Mrs.* James Heagy 
The William Randolph Hearst Foundation 
The William & Flora Hewlett Foundation 
Francesca Deering Howe Estate 
The Hume Family 
Dora Donner Ide Estate 
Barbara K. Jackson 
Burgess & Elizabeth Jamieson 
Mr. & Mrs. C. Bradford Jeffries 
Franklin & Catherine Johnson 
Mr. Lawrence A. Kern 
The Diana Dollar Knowles Trust 
Norman T. Larson Estate 
Jeannik Méquet Littlefield* 
Lorry I. Lokey 
Steven M. Menzies 
Dr. Jesse F. Minnis, Jr. Estate 
National Endowment for the Arts 
Peggy & Boyce Nute 
Bernard Osher Foundation 
Jordan Joseph Popkin Opera Outreach Fund 

In memory of Frank D. Stout 
Lorna Talbot Estate 
Dianne & Tad Taube 
Mrs. Paul L. Wattis Estate 
Diane B. Wilsey 
Patricia Yakutis Estate 
Anonymous (2)

CO M P O S E R S ’ C I R C L E  
$500,000–$999,999 
R. Joseph Berard Estate 
Mai G. Coggin Estate 
Mr. & Mrs. Reid W. Dennis 
Lisa Erdberg & Dennis Gibbons 
Mr. & Mrs. Noel Fenton 
Francis Goldsmith Trust 
Richard B. Gump Estate 
Claramae Turner Hoffmann Estate 
Sylvia & John Hughes 
Mr. & Mrs. David Packard 
Jefferson Peyser Estate 
Mr. William R. Stensrud &  

Ms. Suzanne Vaucher 
K. Hart Smith Estate 
Harry J. Wagner Estate 

 

L I B R E T T I S T S ’ C I R C L E  
$250,000–$499,999 
Carole B. Berg Estate 
Anita Uhl Brothers Estate 
Carol & Dixon Doll 
Ms. Ginger Dostrow* 
Phyllis Edwards Estate 
Dr. Maurice Eliaser, Jr. Estate,  

in memory of Stella & Maurice Eliaser 
Roberta Empey Estate 
Peter Fenton 
Janet C. Griffiths* 
Dr. Samuel C. Hughes Estate 
James Irvine Foundation  

in honor of Myron Du Bain 
Susan & Eric Johnston 
Karen J. Kubin 
Thelma Marken* 
Miss Vivienne E. Miller* 
Nancy S. Mueller 
R. Earl Robinson Fund 
Ruth C. Samson Estate 
Betty & Jack Schafer 
Claudia Stoop Estate 
Earl H. Teass Trust 
Dr.* & Mrs. John A. Zderic 
 

CO N D U CTO R S ’ C I R C L E  
$100,000–$249,999 
Betty Basham* 
Mr.* & Mrs. John M. Bryan 
Jack Calhoun & Trent Norris 
Chevron USA 
Mrs. Sheldon Cooper Estate,  

in memory of Robert Watt Miller 
Valerie & Paul* Crane Dorfman 
Ms. Leonie Darwin* 
Mr. & Mrs. William H. Draper, III 
Delia Fleishhacker Ehrlich Estate 
Robert F. Ewing 
Derek M. Fairman Estate 
Charles D. Field Estate 
R. Gwin Follis Foundation 
William W. Godward 
Mr. & Mrs. William Hamm III 
Hewlett-Packard Company 
Holmes Foundation 
Hugh Keenan Estate 
Donald Khulke Trust 
Dr. Susan Kroll & Mr. Mark R. Kroll 
Mr. David Lerma* 
Evelyn Lorenz Estate 
Mary Lorenz 

Emily Prettyman Lowell Estate 
Russell J. Mays 1994 Trust 
Robert McAlpin Moore 
Alicia H. McEvoy Estate 
Dr. Frank E. McLaughlin 
Ralph R. Michaelis Estate 
Lucile C. Monteagle Estate 
Justin & Meaghan Moore 
Barbara V. Morse Estate 
Milton J. Mosk & Thomas Foutch 
Mr. & Mrs. George Otto 
Patric & Mary Powell 
Ms. Karen Richardson & Mr. Jon Rubinstein 
Dr. & Mrs. Richard Rigg 
Keith W. & Marjorie J. Riley 
Gerald B. Rosenstein* 
Mr. James Ross* 
Lurline B. Roth Charity Foundation 
Ruth Sanderson Estate 
Ilse Sauerwald Estate 
James H. Schwabacher Estate 
Eunice B. J. Senderman Estate 
Prof. Kurt Servos Estate 
Edward Meade Smith Estate 
Nellie D. Stephens Estate 
Alice Vincilione 
Carole Wagner Estate 
Barbara M. Ward &  

The Honorable Roy L. Wonder* 
Whitney Warren Estate 
Sylvia Stein Wright* 
Karyl Lynn Kopelman Zietz 
Anonymous 
 

D I VAS ’ C I R C L E  
$50,000–$99,999 
Marguerite Arends Estate 
Gertrude Baker Trust 
Bank of America Foundation 
Katherine R. Blyth Estate 
Frank A. Campini Foundation 
Carter Hawley Hale Stores, Inc. 
Del Monte Corporation 
Mr. & Mrs. Dewey Donnell 
Fireman’s Fund American Foundation 
Fleishhacker Foundation 
Lawrence Foster Estate 
Mr. & Mrs. Alfred Fromm 
I. P. Patrick Gallagher Fund 
William G. Gilmore Foundation 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert C. Harris 
Marco P. Hellerman Estate 
Mary & Craig Henderson 
Mrs. Griffith Henshaw Estate 
Hewlett-Packard Foundation 
Marian Prentice Huntington Estate 
Joan J. Jacobs 
Effiellen Jeffries Estate 
G. William Jewell Estate 
Lorraine Jones Estate 
Anne & Timothy Kahn 
Sidney & Vivian Konigsberg 
Edith Koshland Estate 
Elizabeth Katherine Lady Estate 
M.E. Lorenz Estate 
Letha Ann Martin* 
McBean Family Foundation 
Patrick McCabe 
Mrs. James K. McWilliams 
Florence N. Mel Estate 
Karl & Kristen Mills 
Marie J. Niemann Estate 

The Hon. & Mrs. William Orrick, Jr. 
Ailsa C. Pender Estate 
Patricia Peters* 
Mary & Bill Poland 
Janet L. Pynch Estate 
James D. Robertson 
Earl Robinson Estate 
Mrs. William P. Roth 
Violetta Sharpe Estate 
Syntex Corporation 
Donald & Rachel Valentine 
Carole Wagner Estate 
Crown Zellerbach Foundation 
Harold & Doris Zellerbach 
Harold L. Zellerbach Estate 
Anonymous 
 

ARTISTS’ CIRCLE 
$25,000–$49,999 
Evelyn Acitelli* 
Dr. John Alden Fund 
Carolee Anderson Estate 
Fritzi Benesch* 
Marjorie B. Bonthrone Trust 
George Bowles 
Marion Zimmer Bradley Estate 
Nancy W. Bridgwater Estate 
Broadway-Hale Stores 
Mrs. Harry F. Camp 
Meyer M. Camp 
Ms. Annette Campbell-White &  

Dr. Ruediger Naumann-Etienne 
Philip Carlson Estate 
Dr. & Mrs. Herbert H. Dedo 
Edward P. Eassa Trust 
Mr. & Mrs. William C. Edwards 
Sidney M. Ehrman Estate 
David B. Felch Estate 
Barbara Marie Fontaine Estate 
Hilda Gard Trust 
Frank Gerbode 
Eleanor Guilford 
Vija Hovgard 
William S. & Vivienne Howe Estate 
Bruce Hyman* & Simone Quarré 
Mrs. Frederick Kohlenberg 
Marion R. Kramer, M.D.* 
Sheila & Thomas Larsen 
Betty Ford Lingo—The Cerimon Fund 
Edward Maker II Estate 
Russell J. Matthias Estate 
Diana L. McClure Estate 
Naomi Maryann McHugh Estate 
Teresa & Mark Medearis 
Mr. Robert B. Mison 
Morris Trust 
Heidi Munzinger & John Shott 
Louisette C. Murdoch Estate 
Agda Eleonora Olson Estate 
Pacific Lighting Corporation 
Pacific Telesis 
Christopher Page 1985 Trust 
Deborah Pentz Trust 
Mr. & Mrs. Louis A. Petri 
Agnes D. Porter Estate 
Retail Dry Goods Association of  

San Francisco 
Randall E. Reynoso & Martin Camsey 
R.C. Samson Estate 
Aloka Banerjee & Sanchita Banerjee Saxena, 

in memory of Utpal Banerjee 
Casey L. Scott 

The Endowment Fund

* deceased

San Francisco honors with gratitude those whose endowment contributions, received through July 31, 2022, have 
generously provided the Company with the nancial stability and assurance to be the most exciting force in opera today 
and in the future. To learn about the Endowment Fund and its impact, contact Chief Philanthropy Officer Lisa Bury at 
(415) 551-6226 or lbury@sfopera.com.
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E N D OW M E N T F U N D  CONTINUED

* deceased

John L. Seaver* 
Dr. A. Jess Shenson 
Emmett G. Solomon 
Lynda Spence* 
Marvin Tanigawa* 
Jonas Waxman* 
Wells Fargo Bank 
Zucchi Family Trust 
Anonymous 
 

MUSICIANS’ CIRCLE 
$10,000–$24,999 
Nerzig Apkarian Estate 
Roy Backus Estate 
Mr. J. P. Barger 
Muriel C. Barnett Estate 
V. Lorel Bergeron Estate 
Helen Berggruen, for Five Arts Foundation 
John L. Blake 
Miss Louise Boyd Estate 
Florence W. Bruce 
Neil Buckley Estate 

Roy Cadenasso Estate 
Robert W. Cahill Estate 
Lillian Miller Carlson Memorial Fund 
Emanuela N. Catena Estate 
Francis & Lainee Chen 
David Chierichetti Estate 
Barbara Bruser & Richard Clark 
Edward J. Clark 
B. B. Cohen Estate 
Mr. & Mrs. Warren J. Coughlin 
Ruth Hiene Dahl Estate 
Charles & Dorothy Davis 
Helen Dennis Estate 
Di Giorgio Foundation 
Thelma Dry Estate 
DWD Foundation 
Elaine Eklund* 
Richard J. Elkus 
Richard Everett* 
Michael Fagan 
Richard Farley Estate 
Mr. & Mrs. Charles D. Field 
Tully M. Friedman 

Robert Gallo 
Mr. Arnold A. Grossman* 
Lewis W. Hale Estate 
Mrs. Griffith Henshaw 
Mr. & Mrs. Reuben W. Hills 
Milan Milton Holdorf Estate 
David R. Hyman Estate 
Henry J. Kaiser Family Foundation 
William R. & Nancy Ely Kales 
Ruth Kaufman Estate 
Jesse Koshland 
Grover Magnin Estate 
Matson Navigation Company 
Anne E. Matthew* 
Mr. & Mrs. Fred Moller 
Diane L. Morris 
Kathleen Dale Oscarson 
Thelma C. Owen Estate 
Joseph E. Padula Estate 
Marion Stuart Parker Estate 
Kathleen R. Poer Estate 
Ruth Prager Estate 
Siegfried B. Puknat Estate 

Mrs. John P. Renshaw 
Marcia Robinson Estate 
Alfred Sbarboro Estate 
Dr. Robert R. Schmidt Estate 
Carolyn Shaw 
Mary Shoch 
Jack D. Soldate Estate 
Muriel McKevitt Sonné 
Peter S. Talea Estate 
Mrs. F. J. Thomas Tilton 
Sarah Tilton & Lawrence Low 
Henry F. Trione 
Tallant Tubbs Estate 
Constance Tydeman 
Mr. & Mrs. Willard Vernon 
Mr. & Mrs. Brooks Walker, Jr. 
Jonas Waxman Estate 
Marie Welch West Estate 
Mr. & Mrs. Harry Wetzel 
Mr. & Mrs. Palmer Wheaton 
James Wilson Estate 
Anonymous 
 

Many companies will match donations made by their employees. You can double or even triple your impact. Please see if 
your employer will match your donations at sfopera.com/give/matching-gifts or contact your HR department to explore.

Amgen 
Applied Materials 

Autodesk 
Bank of America 

Chevron 
Franklin Templeton Investments 

Gap Inc. 
Johnson & Johnson 

Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory 
McKinsey & Company, Inc. 

Merck 
Pacific Gas & Electric Company 

Robert Wood Johnson Foundation 
Salesforce 

Starr Insurance Company 
Texas Instruments 

Thermo Fisher Scientific 
United Way of the Bay Area 

Donor-Advised Funds
We are grateful to the following donor-advised and IRA charities for their generous support between August 1, 2021 and 
July 31, 2022. You can use donor-advised funds (DAF) and IRA distributions to donate to San Francisco Opera. It is 
important to note, however, in compliance with IRS rules and individual donor-advised fund charity and IRA 
distribution guidelines, you as the advisor cannot receive tangible membership or special event benets with a nancial 
value when recommending a distribution to the San Francisco Opera from your DAF and IRA.  Please visit with your 
donor-advised fund charity or IRA contact with any questions. 

American Endowment Foundation 
American Online Giving Foundation, Inc. 

Ayco Charitable Foundation 
Bank of America Charitable Gift Fund 

Bessemer National Gift Fund 
California Community Foundation 

Ernst & Young Foundation 
Fidelity Charitable 

Goldman Sachs Philanthropy Fund 
Hawaii Community Foundation 

Horizons Foundation 

Jewish Communal Fund 
Jewish Community Federation &  

Endowment Fund 
Jewish Federation of Silicon Valley 

Marin Community Foundation 
The Minneapolis Foundation 

Morgan Stanley Gift Fund 
Morgan Stanley Global Impact Funding Trust 

National Philanthropic Trust 
Pasadena Community Foundation 

Raymond James Charitable Endowment Fund 

Raymond James Global Account 
San Francisco Foundation 

Schwab Charitable 
Silicon Valley Community Foundation 

Springcreek Foundation 
Stanford University DAF Program 

T. Rowe Price Program for Charitable Giving 
The U.S. Charitable Gift Trust 
United Way of the Bay Area 

Vanguard Charitable 
 

Matching Your Gift 
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Bel Canto Legacy Society

Norman Abramson & David Beery* 
Kenneth & Barbara Adams 
Dorrit Ahbel, M.D. 
Paul B. Althouse 
Drs. Kjerstin Irja & Benjamin Carl Anderson 
David & Judith Preves Anderson 
Robert C. Anderson 
Elizabeth Avakian 
Zachary Baker 
Deborah Banks & Randy Porter 
Cantor Roslyn Barak 
Steve & Ina Bauman 
Robert H. Beadle 
Ruth & Frank* Belvin 
Trish Benedict 
Dr. Barbara L. Bessey & Dr. Kevin J. Gilmartin* 
Phyllis B. Blair 
Susan S. Blake & Joel Kaufmann 
Linda Blondis 
Claire & Jared Bobrow 
Alison Boeckmann 
Jamie Nicol Bowles 
Malcolm H. Bowles 
Randall Bowman 
Jackson & Lisa Braider 
Barbara & Robert Brandriff 
Dr. & Mrs. Melvin C. Britton 
Karen Broido 
Scotty Brookie 
Lynda L. Brothers 
Mr.* & Mrs. John Maxwell Bryan 
Ralph & Clairelee Leiser Bulkley 
Karen L. Burtness Prak & Jan Willem L. Prak 
Lisa Bury 
Charles Bush & Calvin Lau 
Richard Buth & James Schull 
Marilyn & Michael* Cabak 
Jack Calhoun 
Eugenia Callan 
Anne-Maree Cantwell, MD 
James Carlson 
Betty J. Carmack 
Benedick Chai & Robert Nelson 
Mark R. Chaitkin 
Hella H. Cheitlin 
Maureen Clarke 
Carlyn Clause & Alexander L. Brainerd 
Jean Cleverly & Frank Warner 
Lloyd* & Janet Cluff 
Marie Collins 
Mrs. Marion Moore Cope 
Dr. & Mrs. William R. Crain 
Valerie Crane Dorfman 
Carl Croft-Steve Fletcher-Delwin Rimbey* 
James Cross & Charles Antonen 
George & Susan Crow 
John & Lois Crowe 
John Cullison & Diana Kissil 
Mr. Orville W. Dale 
Mr. A. S. Damji 
Mr. & Mrs. Peter W. Davis 

Cornelia Y. de Schepper 
Virginia Debs 
Anita Jean Denz 
Eric Dew 
Maria E. Dichov 
Paula Dieli & Michael Schubert 
Jerome L. & Thao N. Dodson 
Carol & Dixon Doll 
Jeanne Dorward 
Sarah Douglas & Marie Vitulli 
Dr. Nancy Doyle & Dr. George L. Smith, Jr.* 
Barbara J. Dwyer 
Ludmila & Peter Eggleton 
Gretchen Elliott 
Barbara & Ed Eschbach 
Rod* & Ingrid Evans 
Phyllis M. Faber 
Dr. & Mrs. Robert B. Fenwick 
Jessena Finn 
Cheryl Fippen & Mary True 
Jack & Marsha Firestone 
Candace Fitzgerald 
Ms. Kristina Flanagan 
Mary & Tom Foote 
Barbara Jean Fopp 
Barbara & William* Friede 
K Gabrielson 
Ms. Ching-Ching Ganley 
Keith & Priscilla Geeslin 
Kurt Tristan Geselbracht & Francisco Guevara 
Mr. & Mrs.* Gordon P. Getty 
Dennis Gibbons & Lisa Erdberg 
Ann & Daniel Girard 
Jane Gitschier 
David Gockley & Linda Kemper 
Don & MaryAnn Graulich 
Wanda Lee Graves & Stephen Duscha 
Anne Patricia Gray 
Dr. Elizabeth Green-Sah 
Geoffrey & Marcia Green 
Claude & Nina* Gruen 
Ursula Grunfeld 
John A. & Cynthia Fry Gunn 
Michael Carrillo Hall 
Ms. Laila Halsteen 
Peter & Harriet Hanauer 
Hunter Pittenger Harris 
Michael A. Harrison & Susan Graham Harrison 
Jane & David Hartley 
Fred Hartwick 
Mr. & Mrs.* James A. Heagy 
Lisa A. Heilman-Cozzalio 
Mary & Craig Henderson 
Peggy Hill 
Ian Hinchliffe 
Brian & Rene Hollins 
Dr. Michael Horn 
Wilma S. Horwitz 
Sally V. Houston 
Leslie & George Hume 
Marian Huntoon 

Ms. Margaret C. Hutchins 
Donald & Jacqueline Jacobberger 
Robin & Ginny Jaquith 
Candace Zander Kahn 
Barbara Karn 
Elizabeth Karnazes 
Jeffrey & Anne Marie Katz 
Jeannie Kaufman 
Dr. Phyllis A. Kempner & Dr. David D. Stein 
Lawrence A. Kern 
Nelda Kilguss 
Sally Lane Kirby 
Linda & Robert Klett 
Edson K. Kong, Esq. 
Christine Stevens Kradjian 
Nancy Ann Kraus 
Charles C. Kredensor & Frederic S. Saunders 
Karen J. Kubin 
Joan Kwansa 
Regina Lackner 
Judith Lamberti M.D. 
Randall E. Laroche & David G. Laudon 
Beverly & Richard Lavine 
Dr. & Mrs. John Lavorgna 
Marcia Lowell Leonhardt 
Cliff Leventhal, in memory of Arlene Leventhal 
Mr. J. Stoner Lichty, Jr. & Darryl L. Raszl, M.D. 
Lawrence & Silvia Lin 
Bernice Gucker Lindstrom 
Shirley & Hersch Loomis 
Nathaniel Lopez & Jerry Orecchia* 
Sylvia & Paul Lorton Jr. 
George F. Lucas & Thomas Rothgiesser 
Dr. & Mrs. Laurence R. Lyons 
Cynthia & John Major 
Robert G. Manette 
Deborah Marion, Tax CPA, EA 
Marilyn Mathers 
Florence & William McConnell 
Donald L. McGee 
Michael McGinley 
Ellen & Paul McKaskle 
Linda M. McKay 
Elaine McKinley & Kit Durgin 
Ms. Marilyn McMillan 
The McMurtry Family 
Ronald & Judith McWilliams 
H. Craig Melchert 
Robert Messick 
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Michener 
Christine Miller & Gary Glaser 
Diane Compagno Miller 
George P. Miller* & Walter G. Zimmerman, Jr. 
J. Sanford Miller 
Ann Bogush Millican 
Dr. Judy C. Miner 
Bill & Susan Mirbach 
D. G. Mitchell 
Cathy & Howard Moreland 
Andrew Morgan & Danny Richard 
William O. & Susan* W. Morris 

Milton Mosk* & Thomas Foutch 
Nancy S. Mueller 
Manfred K. Mundelius 
Majbritt Murdock 
Marilyn & David Nasatir 
Howard Neckel 
Theresa Nelson & Barney Smits 
Kenneth J. Ness 
Paul Nordine 
Norman* & Hillevi Null 
Steven Oakey & Brent McGee 
Mr. David Oldroyd 
Mr. & Mrs. Julian E. Orr 
Lise Deschamps Ostwald 
Robert E.* & Jeraldine M. Palazzi 
Barbara H. Paley 
Carol Potter Peckham 
Neil & Elsa Pering 
Dame Donna Petersen 
Allen & Joyce Phipps 
Roger & Deborah* Potash 
Patric & Mary Powell 
Jeanette M. Prato 
Janet & Michael Quartaroli 
Ruth Quigley 
Alan & Nancy Raznick 
Glenn H. Reid 
Keith W. & Marjorie Riley 
Richard* & Jean Ringe 
Kathryn E. Ringgold 
Dr. Andrew Rombakis 
Fran Rominger 
Arthur S. & Keiko Kiyuna Roosa 
Elizabeth Boardman Ross 
Mr. John E. Ruden 
Bob & Terri Ryan 
Mr. Jeffrey Sant 
Mr. Felipe R. Santiago & Mr. Barry T. Joseph 
Michael & Gini Savage 
Dorothy R. Saxe 
Daryl A. Schilling 
Betsey Schneider 
Hanne Schultz 
Sigmund Seigel & Karen Topp 
Gary & Dana Shapiro 
James & Connie Shapiro 
Peter & Helen Sheaff 
Ruth A. Short 
John Shott 
Paul J. & Sheri Siegel 
Donna Silverberg 
Ilia & Timothy C. Smith 
Pamela D. Smith 
Stephen Smoliar & Linda Dembo 
Kenneth & Joanne Snow 
Steven Souza & Therese Souza 
Robert L. Speer & John Wong 
Howard & Ruth Strassner 
Merna Strassner 
Terri Stuart 
Bob Tandler & Valli Benesch 

* deceased

Legacy gifts, for example including San Francisco Opera in your will, strengthen our 
long-term ability to create great opera performances and learning programs. We salute 
with appreciation those patrons who have made a legacy commitment to San Francisco 
Opera Association becoming Bel Canto Legacy Society members as of July 25, 2022. Please 
consider joining this extraordinary group. To learn more, please contact Legacy Giving 
Officer Andrew Maguire at (415) 551-6244 or amaguire@sfopera.com. 

Marilyn Horne,  
Honorary Chairwoman 

The Bel Canto Legacy Society members listed below have made legacy gift commitments to ensure San Francisco Opera’s 
future and have made annual fund gifts between August 1, 2021 and July 31, 2022  in support of our present.
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Dianne & Tad Taube 
Barbara L. Traisman 
Ricardo D. Trimillos 
Mr. & Mrs. James S. Tunnell 
Mrs. Misty W. Tyree 
Soo & Raj Venkatesan 

Virginia E. Vida 
Albert J. Vizinho 
Dr. Bradford W. Wade & Dr. Linda K. Riebel 
Barbara M. Ward 
Hon. James L. Warren (Ret.) 
Rosalie V. Weaver 

Ronald & Emely Weissman 
Daphne & Stuart Wells 
Mr. Thomas D. Wickens* 
Ann L. Williamson 
Ms. Virginia Wong 
S. Shariq Yosufzai & Brian E. James 

Mr. E. William & Mrs. Mary Alice Yund 
William T. Zaumen 
Dr.* & Mrs. John A. Zderic 
Peggy & Lee Zeigler 
Stephen & Connie Zilles 
Anonymous (59) 

* deceased

B E L  C A N TO  L E G A C Y S O C I E T Y  CONTINUED

Members of the 
Bel Canto Legacy Giving 

Society invite you to 
join them during 

San Francisco Opera’s 
Centennial Season!

You can bestow the extraordinary 
experience of opera on future generations. 

Become a legacy donor and celebrate with us.

We recognize with heartfelt gratitude the following Bel Canto Legacy Society members for their passion for San Francisco 
Opera expressed through their legacy gift commitments.
Elie Abi-Jaoude 
Mr. Carlos R. Alas, Jr. & Mr. Philip Beckerman 
Ms. Karin Albright 
Sophie & Ted Aldrich 
Anthony J. Alfidi 
H. Loren Allen 
Robin Lee Allen 
Ms. Sheila Ash 
Elizabeth Lawler Ashley 
Bobbi & Marty Bach 
Margot Shinnamon Bach 
M. L. Baird,  

in memory of Travis & Marion Baird 
Martha Baker 
David & Christine* Balabanian 
Elizabeth Barlow & Stephen McClellan 
Marie L. Bartee 
Beata E. Bartholomay 
Michael Bassi & Christy Styer 
Merle Becker 
Milada Belaya 
Robert Henry Bellamy 
Pascal J. F. Belloncle 
Dawne Bernhardt 
Shannyn Bessoni 
Heide Betz 
Jo Ann Biasotti & David T. Crowder 
Betty Bispo 
Drs. Seymour* & Sylvia Boorstein 
Christine M. Boulanger, MD 
Christopher & Renee Bowen 

Ms. Agnes Chen Brown 
Donald Buhman & C. Wray Humphrey 
James R. Burch 
John D. Burke 
Roger Busse & Oscar Celli* 
Mrs. James P. Butler 
Frances Campra 
Julia Frohlich Cherry 
Gillian Clark 
Courtney Clarkson 
Mariel Claxton 
Dr. Carolyn J. Cline 
Roberta Colin 
Tony & SueAnn Converse 
Mr. & Mrs. Ransom S. Cook 
Dewayne Cornelious 
William B. Cornfield 
Susan Costello 
Jennifer Cowan 
Doug & Vivian Crisman 
Camille Crittenden 
Douglas P. Cyr 
David Dall 
Anne Dauer 
Richard H. Davis, Ph.D. 
Martha Debs 
Judith Deniz 
Ulric & Glenda Dennis 
Ms. Jackie Deskin 
Stephen Ringland Drewes 
Pat Dubrow 

John* & Dimitra Efstathiou 
Alan F. Egan, J.P. 
Stephen Eimer & Kevin Ann Cartwright 
Bob Ellis 
Christine M. Englund 
Patricia M. Evans 
Robert F. Ewing 
Lucille V. Fjoslien 
Martha J. Foltz 
David F. Freedman 
Joseph & Antonia Friedman 
Parley Gagne 
Gregory S. Garbin, M.D. & Kenneth J. Denhard 
Sheilah Purcell Garcia 
Dewey Garrett 
Arlene & Doug Giancoli 
Ione Gille 
John S. Gilmor 
Ms. Julie Green 
Roger W. Green 
Zane O. Gresham & Carole J. Robinson 
Yvette* & John G. Gurley 
Fran Hall 
Kristina K. Hall 
Mrs. Janine A. Hawkins 
Donald A. Hermann 
John S. Higgins, Jr. 
Lawrence & Terry Hill 
Robert W. Hofer 
Kenneth L. Holford 
Marilyn Horne 

Margaret E. Hoyt 
Linda Humber 
Libby Ingalls 
Marsha Irwin 
Yorke* & Jacqueline Jacobson 
John* & Nancy Jalonen 
Ms. Christine Jarc 
Mr. & Mrs.* C. Bradford Jeffries 
Bruce M. Jewett 
Mac & Mary Jordan 
Sally Jordan 
Dr. Devorah Joseph, 

 in memory of Irving Joseph 
Joan Juster 
Bradley & Susan Justice 
Dick* & Sherry Karrenbrock 
Suzan Kaufmann 
Ms. Eiko Kikawada 
Leonard F. Klosinski 
Laura M. Kozel 
Ms. Barbara Kral 
Herbert* & Barbara Kreissler 
Aman I. Kumar 
Michael L. Kurt 
Judy & Donald Langley 
William P. Langley 
Olive Lawton 
Samuel Leask 
Mr. Leslie Wayne Lee 
Paul E. LeMal M.D. 
Frank & Ildiko Lewis 

Lotte Lehmann as Tosca, 1934. / MORTON Ailyn Pérez as Tosca, 2021. / CORY WEAVER
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Mr. George B. Lewis 
Elizabeth Lim 
Lisa P. Lindelef 
Donald R. Lipp 
Allan M. Lluch 
John Lockley* & Marti Lochridge 
Maurice E. Loomis 
Rita & Nicola Luisotti 
Betty Maddux,  

in memory of Edward Koester 
Andrew F. Maguire 
Jackie & Art Mancini 
Joseph Marino, Jr. 
David Marsten 
Evelyn S. Martinez 
James S. Mattingly & Paul Quintilian 
James McCarthy 
Eileen McCauley 
John G. McGehee 
Anne* & Malcolm McHenry 
Dr. Marguerite McInnes 
Giselle McKellar 
Bill Medigovich 
Kerrin Knudtsen Meis 
Edward Merrick 
George M. Miller 
Birgit & Eitan Milstein 
John Minnich 
Ms. Camille Morishige 
Andrew Morris 
Kathleen Much 
Lorenzo Murguia, M.D. 
Mrs. John* H. Musey 
Vija Hovgard Nadai 
H. Andrea Neves, Ph.D., H.L.D. 
Roselee Nichols 
Leif Fredebo Nielsen 
John O. Nigh 
Mary L. Nilan 
Dante Noto 
Ms. Jan Ogren & Mr. Dean Watson 
Brian Olson 
Commodore & Mrs. K.R. Orcutt 

Brenda Osborne 
Kathleen Dale Oscarson 
Father David F. Pace 
Thomas Pajak 
Ms. Iris Parris 
Anette Penner 
David & Gail Perin 
Jess G. Perry 
Cinda & Spence* Perry 
Michael Raddie 
Cynthia & Terry Ramseyer 
M.A. Reybear Trust 
Marie R. Rhein 
Jennifer Richardson 
Dr. & Mrs. C. Stewart Ritchie 
Deborah Romer & William Tucker 
Margaret Ropchan 
Barbara J. Ross 
Paul L. Rowe & R. Michael Sereno 
Dr. & Mrs. Walter Rubenstein 
Karl Ruppenthal* & Jo Maxon 
Louise A. Russell 
Richard Russell 
Philip Mark Ryan 
Carol* & Jordan Sachs 
Debra Schoenberg 
Thea Lou Seese 
Harold E. Segelstad 
Marilyn G. Seiberling 
Cynthia B. Selfridge 
Christine Selle 
Lorenzo Severino 
Ms. Deborah Sharpe 
Mrs. Carter Parrish Sherlin 
Jim & Mai Shields 
Robert Shultz 
Natalie O. Shuttleworth 
Ms. Joan M. Silva 
Mr. Kirby Slate* & Mrs. Frances Slate 
Cynthia L. Slezak 
Dr. Lorraine E. Smith 
Gail Andersen Stark 
The Honorable & Mrs.* Wm. D. Stein 

Eric Stevens 
Blossom F. Strong 
Dr. Jerome D.* & Mary K. Swalen 
Charo Switalski & Paul Eisenman 
Tom Taffel & Bill Repp 
Amy Tan & Louis De Mattei 
Robin Donald Taylor 
Dr. Sam Thal 
Ms. Carol J. Tomlinson 
Maxine Trost 
Michael E. Tully 
Mr.* & Mrs. Paul A. Tuttle 
Yvonne Upsher 
Martin Eric Vahur 
Gloria Valair 
Mark Vallarino 
Paul E. van Dyk 
John E. Vinton & Richard Miller 
Eunice L. Vogel 
Garry Waba 

Cmdr.* & Mrs. Homer Wallin 
Ms. Lola Watson 
Mr. & Mrs. William C. Webster 
Mitzie Naff Weiner 
Maurice & Gale Weir 
Janet Gray Welter 
Josephine P. Wiik, R.N. 
Michelle Wilcox & Rob Kuhling 
Miles* & Virginia Willard 
Sheila M. Wishek 
Stanley M. Yantis, M.D. 
Joan F. Yates 
Ms. Nancy Yee 
Dr. & Mrs. Robert Yoerg 
Heather A. Young 
Joan Zawaski* & Rona Siegel 
Mr.* & Mrs. Stephen A. Zellerbach 
Karyl Lynn Kopelman Zietz 
Diane* & Michael ZumBrunnen 
Anonymous (63) 

L EG ACY G I F T S  R EC E I V E D  

Marion Zimmer Bradley 
Cabaniss Memorial Fund 
Charles & Dorothy Davis 
Arnold & Trudy Duncan 

Joseph Ehrman III 
Doris W. Grau 

Janet C. Griffiths 
Arnold A. Grossman Fund 

Eleanor Guilford 
Richard B. Gump 
Ian O. Huebsch 

William N. Jackson 
Marion R. Kramer, M.D. 

Willis J. Larkin 
Norman T. Larson 

Mr. Charles D. Mann 
Margaret C. Sommer 

Mrs. Thelma Marken 
Grace McCague 

Jay Miller 
Milton Mosk 
Julia Nash 

Joseph E. Padula 
John & Maria Pitcairn 

Robert E. Rabourn 
Davis L. Ralston 

Thomas R. Ranweiler 
Pearl Anne Seipp 

Carolyn Shaw 
Jack E. Teeters 

Gerhard P. Woelke 
Jane D. Zimmerman 

Anonymous () 

* deceased

August 1, 2021 through July 31, 2022

I N  M E M O RY  

Evelyn Acitelli 
Frances Y. Austin 
Lando Baldocchi 
Mr. Noel T. Blos 

John & Eva Breyer 
Michael H. Fahey 
Carl Wilhelm Folk 
Louis B. Gagliardi 

William A. Hage & Elizabeth Wong Hage 
Dr. Barry E. Handon 

Joan Hett 
Mr. Eric W. Kritz 
Mary Lemmon 
Peter Mansfield 

Charlene Merkens 
Lucinda Merrill 

Thelma C. Morris 
Wanda Nervi 

Sheldeen Germaine Osborne 
Patricia Peters 
John D. Rogers 
John Rooney 

Kenneth Sanson 
Lewis J. Silvers, Jr. 
Fran Stancavage 
Suzanne E. Turley 
Morris Woolfson 

Sylvia Stein Wright 
Anne Zucchi 

Anonymous (5) 
 

B E L  C A N TO  L E G A C Y S O C I E T Y  CONTINUED

San Francisco Opera extends its sincere condolences to the family and friends of  
the following Bel Canto Legacy Society members who have recently passed.  

We are forever grateful for their visionary philanthropy.
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“Opera is an art form that tries to build 
towards the sublime,” reected writer-
director Samantha Gorman during the 

opening session of the Instigators last June, when six 
remarkable thinkers and artists eagerly accepted San 
Francisco Opera’s invitation to dive headlong into the world 
of opera, kicking off the Company's bold multidisciplinary 
program to help pioneer future directions for the eld. 
Exploring new ground is something Gorman and her LA-
based studio, TenderClaws, seek to do in immersive spaces 
and emerging media including AR [augmented reality] and 
VR [virtual reality], often with live performers.  

This rumination—on the beauty and power of opera, how 
and what the art form traditionally has been and for whom, 
and what it might yet become—was part of an expansive, 

lively conversation that unfurled over ve days of immersive 
introductory activities hosted by San Francisco Opera for 
the Instigators. In addition to eld trips to the Company’s 
scenic and costume shops and to the Institute of the Future 
in Palo Alto, the Instigators met with luminaries such as 
director Peter Sellars, composer Jake Heggie, librettist Roxie 
Perkins, and animation-VR creator Saschka Unseld. 
Exchanging ideas with a range of Company artists, artisans, 
and staff, they took part in hands-on activities around the 
Opera House and attended rehearsals and performances. It 
is all part of the San Francisco Opera’s collective effort, with 
support from the Creative Edge Fund, to tap creative leaders 
from a range of disciplines to infuse the Company, the art 
form, and the community with unexpected ideas. 

Jad Abumrad, the storyteller-musician-journalist whose 

San Francisco Opera Instigators and team (front row) Jad Abumrad, Elena Park, Samantha Gorman, Paula Te, Jocelyn Clarke;  
(back row) Matthew Shilvock, Peter Zuspan, Lee Helms, Bryant Terry (Not pictured: Instigator Abhishek Majumdar). / K R I S T E N  L O K E N

Instigating Opera 
B Y  E L E N A  P A R K
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groundbreaking podcasts include Radiolab, mused on the 
interplay between power and scale: “You can have the 
smallest story, but as soon as it’s on a stage and it’s set to 
music, you feel like these people are 30 feet tall. Audio 
[storytelling] is very much about intimacy and about a one-
to-one connection … is there a way that something can be 
operatic and also as intimate as a podcast?” 

For architect, designer, and software engineer Peter 
Zuspan, whose rm, Bureau V, designs performance 
spaces and engages in artist collaborations, bigness is one 
of the things that draws him to opera (which he studied as 
a singer): “Just the scale of it is so important. That part is a 
really important thing for me, as a designer thinking 
about space all the time.” 

Open-ended inquiry is at the heart of this new initiative, 
notes San Francisco Opera General Director Matthew 
Shilvock. “There’s this willingness in the Bay Area to tread 
into unknown territory and see exciting things result, of 
pushing boundaries and being willing to do the 
unthinkable,” he told the Instigators. “I’ve long wished that 
we as a cultural organization could embody more of that 
sensibility. Because of where we are in the world, we should 
be able to tap into that mindset in a way that really nobody 
else can—unencumbered by the reality of the traditional 
side of what we do, without a xed end goal.” 

The initiative supports one- or two-year inquiries in a 
lab-like framework. With goalposts a uid concept, the 
Instigators’ inquiry may take many forms, from research 
and experiments to workshops and prototypes, drawing 
upon expertise and partnerships with people from inside 
and outside the eld of opera. 

East Bay chef, educator, and author Bryant Terry has long 
admired how opera brings together so many different 

genres but wondered about the role of the audience: “In a lot 
of European art forms, the norm is that as a viewer, you’re a 
very passive recipient. But in a lot of diasporic Black cultures, 
there’s this norm of interacting with the performance: you’re 
giving them energy, they’re giving you energy. And so there’s 
this kind of dialogue and interplay.” 

Interplay and participation have always deeply informed 
the work of writer-scenographer-director Abhishek 
Majumdar, artistic director of Bangalore’s Nalanda Arts 
Studio. Referencing Asian forms such as Jatra, Lhamo 
opera, and Bengali opera, he asked, “How does [opera] 
connect to your life outside? And what’s the connection 
between that life and this life? Do you nd your stories, 
and does this inform your life?” 

Design technologist-researcher Paula Te, who 
explores how the design of interfaces and interactions 
can augment human learning and enable creative 
expression, inquired, “How can opera be something 
that’s more than a consumptive experience and feel more 
like something we’re participating in? What might it look 
like if audience members felt like their lived experiences 
were reected in opera?” 

As the Instigators—abetted by the Company’s Director of 
Innovation Programs Lee Helms, Instigators Curator Elena 
Park, and Creative Advisor Jocelyn Clarke—begin to tackle 
these and many more questions, they’ll help to dream a 
future for opera that we can only begin to imagine. 

 
Keep up with the Instigators by visiting sfopera.com/instigators.  
 

Instigators is made possible, in part, by the Creative Edge Fund 

with major support from Carol and Dixon Doll, Peter Fenton and 

Kate Greer, and Bob Ellis.  

Elena Park (left) in conversation with Instigators Jad Abumrad, Samantha Gordon, Paula Te, Bryant Terry,  
and Peter Zuspan, at a June 8, 2022 launch event. Inset: Instigator Abhishek Majumdar. / K R I S T E N  L O K E N
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O P E R A  I N  T W O  A C T S  B Y  J O H N  A D A M S  

L I B R E T T O  B Y  J O H N  A D A M S  F R O M  S H A K E S P E A R E   

W I T H  S U P P L E M E N T A R Y  P A S S A G E S   

F R O M  P L U T A R C H ,  V I R G I L ,  A N D  O T H E R  C L A S S I C A L  T E X T S  

L I B R E T T O  C O N S U LT A T I O N  B Y  E L K H A N A H  P U L I T Z E R  A N D  L U C I A  S C H E C K N E R  
 
 

Opening Weekend Grand Sponsor Diane B. Wilsey. 
 

Production Sponsors:  
Carol Franc Buck Foundation 

Edgar Foster Daniels Foundation 
Bertie Bialek Elliott 

Bob Ellis 
John A. and Cynthia Fry Gunn 

Phyllis C. Wattis Fund for New Productions 

 

and the National Endowment for the Arts. 
 

Amina Edris and Taylor Raven’s appearances are made possible by  
a gift to the Emerging Stars Fund  

by Jan Shrem and Maria Manetti Shrem.  
 
 

S E P T E M B E R  1 0 ,  1 5 ,  1 8 ,  2 3 ,  2 7 ;  O C T O B E R  2 ,  5 ,  2 0 2 2  
 
 

The performance will last approximately three hours, including one intermission. 

 

 

W O R L D  P R E M I E R E   

 

 Antony  
and Cleopatra 
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groundbreaking podcasts include Radiolab, mused on the 
interplay between power and scale: “You can have the 
smallest story, but as soon as it’s on a stage and it’s set to 
music, you feel like these people are 30 feet tall. Audio 
[storytelling] is very much about intimacy and about a one-
to-one connection … is there a way that something can be 
operatic and also as intimate as a podcast?” 

For architect, designer, and software engineer Peter 
Zuspan, whose rm, Bureau V, designs performance 
spaces and engages in artist collaborations, bigness is one 
of the things that draws him to opera (which he studied as 
a singer): “Just the scale of it is so important. That part is a 
really important thing for me, as a designer thinking 
about space all the time.” 

Open-ended inquiry is at the heart of this new initiative, 
notes San Francisco Opera General Director Matthew 
Shilvock. “There’s this willingness in the Bay Area to tread 
into unknown territory and see exciting things result, of 
pushing boundaries and being willing to do the 
unthinkable,” he told the Instigators. “I’ve long wished that 
we as a cultural organization could embody more of that 
sensibility. Because of where we are in the world, we should 
be able to tap into that mindset in a way that really nobody 
else can—unencumbered by the reality of the traditional 
side of what we do, without a xed end goal.” 

The initiative supports one- or two-year inquiries in a 
lab-like framework. With goalposts a uid concept, the 
Instigators’ inquiry may take many forms, from research 
and experiments to workshops and prototypes, drawing 
upon expertise and partnerships with people from inside 
and outside the eld of opera. 

East Bay chef, educator, and author Bryant Terry has long 
admired how opera brings together so many different 

genres but wondered about the role of the audience: “In a lot 
of European art forms, the norm is that as a viewer, you’re a 
very passive recipient. But in a lot of diasporic Black cultures, 
there’s this norm of interacting with the performance: you’re 
giving them energy, they’re giving you energy. And so there’s 
this kind of dialogue and interplay.” 

Interplay and participation have always deeply informed 
the work of writer-scenographer-director Abhishek 
Majumdar, artistic director of Bangalore’s Nalanda Arts 
Studio. Referencing Asian forms such as Jatra, Lhamo 
opera, and Bengali opera, he asked, “How does [opera] 
connect to your life outside? And what’s the connection 
between that life and this life? Do you nd your stories, 
and does this inform your life?” 

Design technologist-researcher Paula Te, who 
explores how the design of interfaces and interactions 
can augment human learning and enable creative 
expression, inquired, “How can opera be something 
that’s more than a consumptive experience and feel more 
like something we’re participating in? What might it look 
like if audience members felt like their lived experiences 
were reected in opera?” 

As the Instigators—abetted by the Company’s Director of 
Innovation Programs Lee Helms, Instigators Curator Elena 
Park, and Creative Advisor Jocelyn Clarke—begin to tackle 
these and many more questions, they’ll help to dream a 
future for opera that we can only begin to imagine. 

 
Keep up with the Instigators by visiting sfopera.com/instigators.  
 

Instigators is made possible, in part, by the Creative Edge Fund 

with major support from Carol and Dixon Doll, Peter Fenton and 

Kate Greer, and Bob Ellis.  

Elena Park (left) in conversation with Instigators Jad Abumrad, Samantha Gordon, Paula Te, Bryant Terry,  
and Peter Zuspan, at a June 8, 2022 launch event. Inset: Instigator Abhishek Majumdar. / K R I S T E N  L O K E N
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A C T  I  
SCENE 1: Cleopatra’s bedroom in Alexandria. Antony is 
barely recovered from the previous night’s festivities. She 
taunts him about his Roman wife, Fulvia, and needles him 
repeatedly about “the scarce-bearded Caesar.” Realizing he 
must temporarily return to Rome, Antony affirms his love 
for her, to which she responds with scorn and self-pity. 
 
SCENE 2: In Rome Caesar voices his disgust for Antony’s 
shirking of duties in Egypt while he, Caesar, has to deal 
with a mounting insurrection. Antony arrives, greeted by 
a chilly, annoyed Caesar. A heated argument ensues. 
Agrippa makes a surprise proposal: that Antony marry 
Octavia, Caesar’s sister, who has recently become a 
widow. To everyone’s astonishment Antony agrees.  

Enobarbus describes the fantastic scene when Antony 
rst met Cleopatra in Cydnus, her glamorous arrival, 
dressed as Aphrodite, on her barge with its perfumed, 
purple sails, and her irresistible magnetism. (“Age cannot 
wither her, nor custom stale her innite variety.”)  
 
SCENE 3: Back in Alexandria, Cleopatra lounges by the 
pool, pining away theatrically for Antony. Eros arrives 
with news of Antony’s marriage to Octavia. Cleopatra 
erupts in a rage. Unwilling to hear the truth she continues 
to ask the same question, “Is he married?”  
 
SCENE 4: Antony, humiliated by Caesar and forced to move 
to Athens in order to isolate him and minimize his inuence, 
resolves to make preparations for war against him. Now 
officially Antony’s wife, Octavia voices her frustration at 
being caught in the middle of the two men she loves. She 
must choose between her husband and her brother. 
Perhaps she already senses Antony will abandon her.  

An infuriated Caesar receives the news that Antony and 
Cleopatra are back together again and behaving in agrant 
disregard of Rome, Antony “bestowing” Cyprus, Lydia, and 
Syria to her as if he had the power to do so. Caesar is 
interrupted by the surprise appearance of his pregnant 
sister Octavia, who has ed back to Rome. Insulted now 
two-fold, Caesar declares war against Antony.  
 
SCENE 5 (The Battle of Actium): Despite the fact that his 
navy is cobbled together from inexperienced sailors and 
inadequate vessels, Antony is exuberant, savoring the 
return of his long-lost military prowess. His pride is such 

S Y N O P S I S

Antony and Cleopatra 
that he believes he can win any contest. Cleopatra has 
provided sixty of her own Egyptian warships. The naval 
battle goes poorly for Antony and, at a critical moment, 
Cleopatra inexplicably recalls her ships. Worse still, 
Antony draws back his navy and ees, following hers. The 
result is catastrophic.  

Alone on the deck of his ship, Antony rues his 
fascination with Cleopatra and blames her as well as 
himself for the catastrophic outcome of the battle. (“All is 
lost! This foul Egyptian has betrayed me.”)  
 
 

A C T  I I  
SCENE 1: Returned to Egypt, Antony and Cleopatra replay 
the devastating lost sea battle. She is contrite for having 
withdrawn her ships from the battle, never having 
suspected he would follow her. His military power, he 
says, has been neutered by his love for her. He will now 
have to send entreaties to the young Caesar, a galling 
humiliation for Antony, the once celebrated warrior.  

In Rome Caesar reads petitions from both Antony and 
Cleopatra, both bowing to his authority and begging his 
mercy. He orders Agrippa to go to Alexandria and 
convince Cleopatra to abandon Antony.  

Agrippa, now in Alexandria, meets alone with Cleopatra 
to present Caesar’s proposal. She responds ambiguously 
while Agrippa amboyantly kisses her hand. Antony, having 
observed this, interrupts and orders Agrippa to be 
whipped. In a blistering diatribe, Antony unloads on 
Cleopatra—“the false soul of Egypt”—accusing her of 
duplicity and lack of faith in him. Charmian urges her 
queen to ee to safety in the monument (a fortied tower).  
 
SCENE 2: Caesar gives a rousing speech to the populace, 
proclaiming Rome’s absolute dominance over the known 
world. A chorus of “vox populi” hail his ascendance. This 
signals the end of the Republic and with it, the rise of 
the Roman Empire and Caesar’s transformation to 
Emperor Augustus.  
 
SCENE 3: Cleopatra, returned to her court, bids her maid 
Iras to go to Antony and inform him that she, Cleopatra, 
has committed suicide out of remorse. It is a ruse on her 
part, intended to recapture his attention. But Antony 
believes this false information and, in despair, orders his 

C O N T I N U E D  O N  P A G E  3 6
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Antony and Cleopatra 
 

Opera in two acts by John Adams. 

Libretto by John Adams from Shakespeare with supplementary passages from Plutarch, Virgil, and other classical texts. 

Libretto consultation by Elkhanah Pulitzer and Lucia Scheckner. 

San Francisco Opera co-commission and co-production with the Metropolitan Opera and Liceu Opera Barcelona. 
 

(Sung in English with English supertitles)

Conductor 
Eun Sun Kim 

Director 
Elkhanah Pulitzer 

Set Designer 
Mimi Lien* 

Costume Designer 
Constance Hoffman 

Lighting Designer 
David Finn 

Projection Designer 
Bill Morrison* 

Sound Designer & Mixing Engineer 
Mark Grey 

Dramaturg  
Lucia Scheckner* 

Movement Director 
Colm Seery 

Chorus Director 
John Keene 

Assistant Conductor 
William Long 

Prompter 
Matthew Piatt 

Musical Preparation 
Laura Poe, Peter Walsh*, Maureen Zoltek, 
John Churchwell, Fabrizio Corona 

Diction 
Lynne Soffer 

Assistant Directors 
Morgan Robinson, E. Reed Fisher 

Stage Manager 
Darin Burnett 

Assistant Stage Managers 
Jayme O’Hara, Rachel Garoon, 
Jessica Barker, Collette Berg 

Fight Director 
Dave Maier 

Intimacy Director 
Maya Herbsman 

Costume Supervisor 
Galen Till 
Wig and Makeup 
Jeanna Parham 
 
Presented by arrangement with  
Hendon Music, Inc., a Boosey & Hawkes 
company, publisher, and copyright owner. 
 
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 10, 2022 • 7:0 PM 
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 15 • 7:0 PM 
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 18 • 2 PM 
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 2 • 7:0 PM 
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 27 • 7:0 PM 
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 2 • 2 PM 
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 5 • 7:0 PM

C A S T  
  
                       Cleopatra: the Incarnate Isis           Amina Edris 

            and Queen of the Worlds of Egypt           

              Antony: Roman general, Triumvir           Gerald Finley 

           Charmian: attendant on Cleopatra           Taylor Raven* 

                              Eros: follower of Antony           Brenton Ryan 

                 Enobarbus: Antony’s lieutenant           Alfred Walker 

    Caesar: Roman Triumvir, at the time of          Paul Appleby 

               these events known as Octavian,  

    later to be known as Caesar Augustus,  

                             the first Roman Emperor  

                        Agrippa: follower of Caesar           Hadleigh Adams 

                            Lepidus: Roman Triumvir           Philip Skinner 

  Octavia: sister of Caesar, wife of Antony           Elizabeth DeShong 

                          Scarus: follower of Antony           Timothy Murray† 

                      Iras: attendant on Cleopatra           Gabrielle Beteag† 

                   Maecenas: follower of Caesar           Patrick Blackwell* 

Chorus of Roman people, Egyptian people, essentially the vox populi 

 
*San Francisco Opera debut   †Current Adler Fellow 

 
 

TIME AND PLACE: 4–0 BCE 
 

ACT I: Centers of power in Alexandria, Rome, and Athens  
culminating in the battle at Actium in Greece 

 
 

—INTERMISSION— 
 

ACT II: Alexandria and Rome 
 
 

Latecomers may not be seated during the performance after the lights have dimmed. 

Patrons who leave during the performance may not be reseated until intermission.  

The use of cameras, cell phones, and any kind of recording equipment is strictly forbidden. 

Please turn off and refrain from using all electronic devices. 

Please keep your mask on at all times in the theater. 

Please note, food and beverages are not allowed in the theater.

W O R L D  P R E M I E R E
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loyal servant Eros to help him commit suicide. Eros 
refuses, killing himself instead, forcing Antony to carry 
out the act alone. But Antony bungles it. Charmian 
arrives, is shocked to see him writhing in agony, and tells 
him that Cleopatra is indeed still alive. Cleopatra, up to 
now afraid to leave the security of the monument, is 
unable to resist coming to Antony. She rushes to his side 
in a state of extreme remorse and despair. With great 
effort the women carry his heavy, nearly lifeless body up 
the stairs to the safety of the monument. He is failing, and 
she is beside herself. (“Noblest of men, wil’t thou die? Hast 
thou no care of me?”) Antony dies in her arms.  
 
SCENE 4: A triumphant Caesar dispatches Maecenas to 
go to Cleopatra and offer official forgiveness, although his 
ulterior motive is to exhibit her in Rome as a victory 
trophy. There is now no hope of escape for Cleopatra. 
Maecenas arrives in Alexandria with Caesar’s patronizing 
message. (“Be of good cheer. You’ve fallen into a princely 
hand; fear nothing.”) But Roman soldiers suddenly seize 
Cleopatra, who reacts by attempting to stab herself. 

Maecenas orders them to release her, but not before he 
admits to Cleopatra that Caesar will indeed parade her in 
humiliation through the streets of Rome.  

Cleopatra commands her women to bring her nest 
clothes, her crown, and her jewels. A peasant brings a 
basket that contains several poisonous asps. Each of the 
women lies back and applies an asp to her body. Cleopatra 
imagines she hears Antony call. (“I see him rouse himself to 
praise my noble act. I hear him mock the luck of Caesar.”)  

She dies.  
 

 

Personnel: 12 principals, 41 choristers, 15 supernumeraries,  

4 dancers; 72 total. 

Orchestra: 3 flutes (2 doubling piccolo), 2 oboes,  

1 English horn, 1 Eb clarinet,  

2 Bb clarinets (1 doubling basset horn), 1 bass clarinet,  

3 bassoons (1 doubling contrabassoon), 4 horns,  

3 trumpets, 3 trombones, 1 tuba, 1 timpani,  

3 percussion, 2 harps, 1 celesta, 1 cimbalom,  

40 strings (12 first violins, 9 second violins, 7 violas,  

7 cellos, 5 basses); 72 total. 

S Y N O P S I S  C O N T I N U E D

A N T O N Y  A N D  C L E O P A T R A — G L O S S A R Y  O F  T E R M S
 

Triumvir: One of the three public officers unofficially responsible for the Roman Republic. 

Incarnate Isis: Following ancient Egyptian traditions, Cleopatra identified to the public as Isis, goddess of motherhood and the 
afterlife. She also identified with the Roman goddess Venus.  

Dionysus: Greek god of fertility, wine, and pleasures. Mark Antony identified publicly as the “New Dionysus.” 

Hercules: Antony, also identified with the demigod Hercules, known for his physique, bravery, and military successes. 

Apollo: Roman God of “Divine Distance,” religion, and law. Octavian adopted Apollo as his patron god, attributing his victory at 
Actium to the god’s divine intervention. 

Eastern star: The goddess Venus and Cleopatra. 

Donations of Alexandria: A celebration and political act (34 BCE) by Cleopatra and Mark Antony in which they distributed 
Roman territories to Cleopatra's children and recognized Cleopatra’s son, Caesarion, as the son of Julius Caesar.  

Battle of Actium: The culminating naval battle (31 BCE, Greece) in the rivalry of Octavian against Mark Antony and Cleopatra. 
Octavian emerged victorious, signaling a new age, the Roman Empire.  

Latium: Part of Italy. 

Sicyon: Part of Greece. 

River of Cydnus: The river in Turkey where Cleopatra and Antony first met. 

Mandragora: A narcotic, from the mandrake plant. 
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ANTONY 
Roman general, 

Triumvir

OCTAVIA 
Sister of Caesar, 

and wife to Antony  

Antony and Cleopatra: The Camps

R O M EA L E X A N D R I A

CLEOPATRA 
the Incarnate Isis 
and Queen of the 
Worlds of Egypt 

CHARMIAN 
attendant on 

Cleopatra

EROS 
Follower of  

Antony

SCARUS 
Follower of  

Antony

MAECENAS 
Follower of  

Caesar

AGRIPPA 
Follower of  

Caesar

IRAS 
attendant on 

Cleopatra

ENOBARBUS 
Antony’s lieutenant

LEPIDUS 
Roman Triumvir

CAESAR 
Roman Triumvir, 

general,  
soon to  

be Emperor

 

The Roman triumph was a civil 
ceremony and religious rite in ancient 
Rome, held to publicly sanctify the 
success of a military commander who 
led Roman forces to victory or, in some 
historical traditions, had successfully 
completed a foreign war.  

  

After her defeat at the battle of Actium 
in 1 BCE, Cleopatra feared she would 
be paraded in the streets of Rome as 
part of Octavian’s official triumph. To 
avoid this disgrace and likely exile or 
execution, she took her own life. 

 
—Lucia Scheckner 

T R I U M P H
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D I R E C T O R ’ S  N O T E  B Y  E L K H A N A H  P U L I T Z E R

Every new opera has its own distinctive journey. 
My journey with Antony and Cleopatra began 
over four years ago when John Adams invited me 

to direct his new version of this famous story. John and I, 
working with dramaturg Lucia Scheckner, began with 
Shakespeare’s text, along with Life of Antony, Plutarch’s 
account of the two lovers and their adversary, Octavian. 
To process Shakespeare’s play, with its 42 scenes and 40 
characters, we took a forensic, analytical approach, laying 
each act out on a giant sheet of butcher paper and color 
coding the main characters’ text. We spread them out on a 
giant table, examining them like detectives solving a 
mystery. It was always clear to us that Antony, Cleopatra, 
and Octavian were the primary gures around which our 
story would unfold and, as we focused on them and 
condensed scenes, several of Shakespeare’s themes 
emerged as guides: the individual versus the crown; 
artice versus reality; the real world versus the stage; 
Rome versus Egypt; and monarchy versus republic. It was 
also evident that most of Shakespeare’s great scenes occur 
in private, away from the public eye, with people making 
good, bad, and ugly choices that directly impact one 
another and then reverberate out into the world.  

This toggling between private and public is the central 
structure for the ow of the opera’s scenes. Antony and 
Cleopatra is an enormous story of nations and rulers 
whose actions changed the course of history. All three of 
these outsized gures claimed divine descendance from 
gods and goddesses—Cleopatra was Isis/Aphrodite 
incarnate, Antony was a ‘modern’ Hercules, and Octavian 
claimed Apollo as his ancestor. Yet it is also an intimate 
story of lovers destroyed by a ruthless, rising Emperor.  

My way into this story was through Cleopatra, for whom I 
have a deep affection. What’s not to love about a woman who 
carved out space for herself as a leader in a male dominated 
world and did it with such spectacular condence that she 
still burns bright in the public imagination some two 
thousand years later? Seeing someone leave such an 
indelible mark on history and doing it with such power, 
grace, beauty, and wisdom is thrilling. In Cleopatra, famous 
for her “innite variety,” Shakespeare created one of the 
greatest female characters in his entire canon.  

As John worked to craft his score and libretto, I turned 
my attention toward the creative team and the design. We 
knew we would live in a world where Egyptian and 

Greek/Roman Gods still exist. We cast our eyes back to 30 
BCE and looked to the incredible artifacts of Ancient 
Rome and Egypt for inspiration. As we developed the 
production, we began to tease out themes of public vs. 
private and artice vs. real by exploring how the public 
self is fabricated and amplied though media and image. 
In updating the setting, we chose to invoke the Golden 
Age of Hollywood, which feels particularly apt, given how 
cinematic depictions of these characters have become 
enmeshed with the genre’s own history and still inuence 
modern perceptions. 

At heart, Antony and Cleopatra is a love story. In a world 
of political machinations and carefully crafted public 
personas, we ultimately behold two wizened lovers who 
remain true to each other to the end, despite tectonic 
blows of adversity and imminent death. Throughout their 
journey, they are glamourous—even fabulous!—inspiring 
us with their zest for life and their grace in dying, on their 
own terms. I’m grateful for the opportunity to bring these 
three famous people to life once again amplied in the 
public imagination to mythic status, and yet always deeply 
human.  

Antony and Cleopatra

Director Elkhanah Pulitzer / K R I S T E N  L O K E N
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Of all Shakespeare’s dramas, Antony and 
Cleopatra is surely the most thematically and 
formally complex. The two names that grace 

its title are instantly recognizable, especially for the 
generations of Americans who, while they may not have 
read nor seen the play, have nonetheless grown up with 
well over a century of cinematic evocations of these 
willful, transgressive lovers. Newcomers to the play will 
immediately encounter an often bickering couple and 
perhaps wonder whether their oscillating, bruising 
relationship is even worth feeling their pain. In 
Shakespeare’s version they are two mature adults, light 
years removed from the virginal youths of Romeo and 
Juliet, and each has a provocative back story—he one of 

the greatest of Roman commanders, in his heyday 
arrogant and self-assured but now drifting into a 
comfortable decadence; and she a brilliant, alluring, and 
politically savvy queen who, years before and though still 
a teenager, had captured the attention of Julius Caesar 
and had a child by him. They are, in short, two people who 
have “been there, done that,” having committed acts both 
heroic and despicable simply to survive in the brutal 
world of their time, when hiring an assassin to resolve a 
family dispute would raise no eyebrows.  

As a stage spectacle the play’s sprawling, at times 
confusing, scenario (three continents, 40 characters and 42 
scenes, a dynasty in decline and a nascent empire in rst 
bloom) conjures a panorama of political intrigue, military 

Setting the Text  
and Setting  

the Tone 
 

O N  C O M P O S I N G   
A N T O N Y  A N D  C L E O P A T R A   

 
B Y  J O H N  A D A M S

Composer John Adams / V E R N  E V A N S
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strategy, a literal clash of 
civilizations. While it may lack the 
blunt concision of Macbeth and 
the sustained eloquence of Hamlet 
and Lear, as a study of power, 
both between individuals as well 
as between nations, Antony and 
Cleopatra feels uniquely and 
psychologically modern. This is 
why I chose it and why I feel that, 
despite its ancient source and 
setting, it is an apt companion of 
Nixon in China, The Death of 
Klinghoffer, and Doctor Atomic.  

In Girls of the Golden West I set several short soliloquies 
from Macbeth, research having suggested that Shakespeare 
was a popular form of entertainment during the California 
Gold Rush. That experience with the Bard whetted my 
appetite, and I, like so many other composers, engaged the 
risky challenge of setting to music not only his language 
but also negotiating the twists and turns of his dramatic 
plans. I was of course aware that Samuel Barber had his 
own operatic version of the play, but I didn’t think that one 
composer could or should “own” a myth as archetypal as 
this one any more than one could own Faust or, for that 
matter, the Passion story. It was no sign of disrespect that I 
purposely avoided looking at, listening to, or even reading 
the libretto of Barber’s version, but rather a decision made 
so as not in any way to affect my own take on the story. 

In 2018 my collaborators, the stage director Elkhanah 
Pulitzer and our dramaturg Lucia Scheckner, and I set about 
the daunting task of extracting the core events and essential 

characters of Shakespeare’s vast 
canvas. We compared the play to 
its source text by the rst century 
biographer Plutarch, being 
cognizant that Plutarch’s historical 
spin, like that of Virgil’s, had to be 
pleasing to his Roman readers. It 
goes without saying that for 
purposes of opera, numerous 
ancillary events and characters 
had to be either compressed or 
deleted in favor of a focus on the 
three main characters, the third of 
course being the young “scarce 

bearded” Caesar. (In the play Shakespeare’s “Caesar” is not 
the Julius Caesar of Cleopatra’s early liaison but rather his 
adopted nephew who at the time of these events was called 
Octavian, only later to rebrand himself Caesar Augustus). I 
enjoyed Shakespeare’s take on Caesar, whose laser-focused 
ambition and precocious brilliance comes hand in hand with 
a humorless, sometimes petulant personality. Like some 
Silicon Valley master of the universe, he is always on 
message, always seems to get it right, while the aging, 
ambivalent Antony, consumed by love and pleasure, goes 
from one embarrassing defeat to another and cannot even 
manage his own suicide without bungling it. 

I rued the necessary loss of many scenes, not the least of 
which was the wine-soaked frat party aboard Pompey’s ship 
and the keenly poignant breakup between Antony and his 
comrade-in-arms Enobarbus. Many details and critical 
information that would y by in a matter of seconds in a 
spoken play when treated musically had to be radically 

Director Elkhanah Pulitzer and dramaturg Lucia Scheckner.   

Dramaturg Lucia Scheckner and composer John Adams  
preparing the libretto for Antony and Cleopatra. 
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reduced, repurposed, or even omitted. We condensed several 
battles between the Romans and the Egyptians into one. 
Lines originally spoken by characters absent in our version 
would now be given to others, as when in the opening of the 
play two of Antony’s veteran soldiers, disgusted with their 
commander’s louche behavior and fascination with 
Cleopatra, now are sung by an equally annoyed Caesar: 

 
“Take but good note, and you shall see in him 
The triple pillar of the world transformed  
Into a strumpet’s fool.”  

 
A surprise discovery was that, compared to other plays from 
that astonishingly fruitful late period of Shakespeare’s, 
Antony and Cleopatra has relatively few stand-alone 
soliloquies. At one key dramatic point I found I needed for 
Caesar some sort of statement or expression of Roman 
superiority and imperial “manifest destiny.” There being 
nothing quite adequately concise in the play to t that, I went 
to The Aeneid (in a translation by Dryden) to ll that gap.  

Every operatic adaption of a famous text is fraught with 
difficult, often painful decisions. Composers set out with 
the intention of absolute delity to the original, but both 
musical and dramatic concerns immediately get in the 
way. It’s messy business. If it isn’t, the end result is likely 
to be dull and rigid. 

I was able to take heart from looking at the quicksilver 
alchemy of Boito’s treatment of the Falstaff comedies. Lucia 
was creative in mining fragments from other Shakespeare 
plays such as The Taming of the Shrew, Henry V, and Richard 
II to extend or enrich certain moments. And when the need 
for lling in critical narrative data threatened to bog down 
the opera’s natural ow, I could remind myself that music, 
being the most psychologically precise of all the arts, has the 
unique power to replace event with feeling and that a single 
change in the harmony can convey more emotional and 
psychological meaning than dozens of lines of text.  

After forty years of setting texts in three languages I wish 
I could say I now have a formula, but I don’t, and perhaps 
that’s a good thing. The inuence of American popular 
music has for sure had a stronger effect on my way of 
putting music to language than anything I may have learned 
from the great European classical tradition. I grew up 
listening to my mother singing Rodgers and Hammerstein 
and Cole Porter while she was cooking or doing housework 
or taking part in local amateur musicals. In my youth it was 
impossible not to hear Frank Sinatra or Ella Fitzgerald on 
the radio, and by the time I got to college the great era of 
early rock and soul had begun. In the best of all this music, 

whether it was The Beatles or Stevie Wonder or The 
Supremes, text, melody, and harmony were married 
together in a perfect unity. I now see that in my own 
treatment of text I honed closely to that model, responding 
not just to the rhythm of word phrase but to the sound of 
the individual syllables themselves. I never had the least 
interest in conventional operatic oritura, nor was I inclined 
to utilize virtuoso “extended” vocal techniques that became 
the rage in midcentury avant-garde works. When I listened 
to many classic twentieth-century atonal works—whether 
by Schoenberg, Berg, Berio, or Boulez—their often-
punishing sequences of intervallic leaps, easily accomplished 
on a piano, to me communicated a feeling of physical and 
emotional stress when sung. Such treatment of the voice 
was germane to express madness or exaggerated emotional 
states (Erwartung, Wozzeck, Le Grand Macabre) but it seemed 
to me that the anatomy of human vocal cords want naturally 
to fall in with the acoustical laws of resonance, what we in 
the Western tradition call tonality.  

When in Doctor Atomic I came to set the John Donne sonnet 
“Batter my heart, three-person’d God,” the monosyllabic 
verbs, “knock, breathe, shine … break, blow, burn” felt to me 
like strokes of a hammer, and I treated them as such (much to 
the horror of a Donne scholar who protested that in so doing 
I’d destroyed the scansion of the poem!).  

Shakespeare, of course, is so inherently musical that 
the internal rhythms all but suggest their own melodic 
shapes. That doesn’t mean, however, that everything to 
my American ears falls in neat, tidy symmetrical units. I 
hear his texts in distinctly different ways than, for 
instance, Handel or Benjamin Britten would. We 
composers all try to honor the text in our individual way, 
and mine often can drive singers to despair as they cope 
with miniscule irregularities in the rhythmic structure; 
difficulties, I’m happy to say, that usually disappear and 
feel natural once the music’s become internalized.  

I write this on the very day that rehearsals for the San 
Francisco premiere begin. One never knows how different 
the reality will be from what began in the mind’s eye, but I 
am fairly certain that Antony and Cleopatra, in comparison 
to all my earlier stage works, differs by being the most 
actively dramatic. There are fewer stand-alone set pieces 
(arias, choruses, etc.). In their place I tried to maintain a 
fast-moving interaction among the characters. These 
characters, rather than pondering in song their doubts, 
designs, or motivations, act on them directly. In this sense, 
although it is of course musically much different, the 
model of “sung drama” that Debussy imagined in Pelléas et 
Mélisande is probably the closest to my aims. 
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JOHN ADAMS
(Worcester, 
Massachusetts)
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Librettist
San Francisco Opera 
Highlights: The Death 
of Klinghoffer, Doctor 
Atomic, Nixon in China, 
Girls of the Golden West

Recent and Upcoming: Girls of the Golden 
West (Dutch National Opera, Los Angeles 
Philharmonic); Nixon in China (Paris Opera, 
Madrid’s Teatro Real); Doctor Atomic (Santa 
Fe Opera); I Still Dance (San Francisco 
Symphony); Must the Devil Have All the Good 
Tunes? with pianists Yuja Wang, Jeremy Denk, 
Vikingur Ólafsson (LA Philharmonic, Berlin 
Philharmonic, San Francisco Symphony)
John Adams Collected Works 40-
disc box set (Nonesuch)
Creative Chair, Los Angeles 
Philharmonic (2008–present)
Pulitzer Prize in Music: On the 
Transmigration of Souls (2003)
5 GRAMMY Awards
Erasmus Prize (Holland) for 
contributions to European culture
Music Director, Ojai Music Festival (2021)
Hallelujah Junction (autobiography, 2008)
San Francisco Opera Medal (2017)
Website: earbox.com
Twitter: @HellTweet

EUN SUN KIM
Conductor 
(Seoul, South Korea) 
San Francisco Opera 
Highlights: Rusalka; 
Tosca; Homecoming 
Concert; Fidelio; The 
Future Is Now Adler 
Fellows Concert; Eun 
Sun Kim Conducts 

Verdi; Opera Ball: The Centennial Celebration 
Recent and Upcoming: Caroline H. 
Hume Music Director of San Francisco 
Opera (Opera in the Park, Dialogues of the 
Carmelites, La Traviata, Madame Butterfly, 
100th Anniversary Concert); La Bohème 
(Metropolitan Opera, Vienna State Opera, 
Milan’s Teatro alla Scala); Tosca (Lyric 
Opera of Chicago); Salome (Houston 
Grand Opera); Turandot (Houston); Roberto 
Devereux (LA Opera); Verdi Requiem 
(Dutch National Opera); concerts with The 
Philadelphia Orchestra, Cincinnati Symphony 
Orchestra, Detroit Symphony Orchestra, 
Seoul Philharmonic, Toronto Symphony 
Orchestra, Los Angeles Philharmonic. 
Principal Guest Conductor of 
Houston Grand Opera 
Instagram: @ESKConductor

AMINA EDRIS ♪♪++
Soprano (Cairo, Egypt)
Cleopatra
San Francisco Opera 
Highlights: Juliette 
in Roméo et Juliette; 
Frasquita in Carmen; 
Annina in La Traviata; 
Flower/Lady-in-
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and David Henry Hwang’s Dream of the Red 
Chamber; Countess Ceprano in Rigoletto; 
Klytemnestra’s trainbearer in Elektra
Recent and Upcoming: Marguerite in 
Faust (Limoges Opera); title role of Manon 
(Barcelona’s Gran Teatre del Liceu, 
Bordeaux Opera, Paris Opera); Musetta in 
La Bohème (Théâtre des Champs-Elysées); 
La Folie in Rameau’s Platée (Paris Opera); 
Fatime in Les Indes Galantes (Grand-Théâtre 
de Genève); Alice in Robert le Diable 
(Bordeaux); Micaëla in Carmen (Rhin Opera); 
Violetta in La Traviata (Opéra de Limoges, 
Canadian Opera Company); Adalgisa 
in Norma in concert (Festival d’Aix-en-
Provence); title role of Massenet’s Ariane in 
concert (Munich’s Bayerischen Rundfunks); 
Glycère in Gounod’s Sapho (Washington 
Concert Opera); Mozart Requiem 
(Orchestre de chambre de Paris); Ravel’s 
Sheherazade (Stuttgarter Philharmoniker); 
gala concert with Pene Pati (Prague)
San Francisco Opera Adler 
Fellowship 2016, 2017
Merola Opera Program 2015
Twitter: @amina_edris
Facebook: @amina.edris.soprano
Instagram: @amina_edris

GERALD FINLEY ♪♪
Bass-Baritone 
(Montreal, Quebec, 
Canada)
Antony
San Francisco Opera 
Highlights: J. Robert 
Oppenheimer in John 
Adams’ Doctor Atomic
Recent and 

Upcoming: Scarpia in Tosca (Paris Opera); 
Wolfram in Tannhäuser (London’s Royal 
Opera Covent Garden); title role of Der 
Fliegende Holländer (Berlin’s Staatsoper 
Unter den Linden); Iago in Otello (Munich’s 
Bavarian State Opera, Canadian Opera 
Company); title role of Bluebeard’s Castle 
(Metropolitan Opera, London’s Stone Nest, 
L’Orchestre de Paris, Vienna Symphony, 
Gothenburg Symphony Orchestra); 
Count Almaviva in Le Nozze di Figaro 
(Metropolitan Opera, Munich, Paris); title 
role of Falstaff (Vienna State Opera); 
Charles Villiers Stanford’s Songs of the 

Sea, “Soliloquy” from Carousel (BBC Last 
Night of the Proms); Beethoven’s Ninth 
Symphony (Munich, Salzburg Festival); 
opening gala concert (Paris Opera); 
Vaughan Williams Symphony No. 1 (Festival 
Radio France Occitanie Montpellier); Kaija 
Saariaho’s True Fire (Lahti Symphony 
Orchestra); concert and recital (Tongyeong 
International Music Festival); recitals 
(Hamburg, Vienna, Prague, London, U.S.)
Grammy Award: Best Opera Recording 
for Doctor Atomic (2012)
Website: geraldfinley.com
Twitter: @geraldfinley 
Facebook: @Gerald Finley
Instagram: @geraldfinleyofficial  

PAUL APPLEBY ♪
Tenor (South 
Bend, Indiana)
Caesar
San Francisco 
Opera Highlights: 
Joe Cannon in John 
Adams’ Girls of the 
Golden West; Tamino 
in The Magic Flute

Recent and Upcoming: Title role of 
Bernstein’s Candide (Lyon Opera); David in 
Die Meistersinger von Nürnberg (Metropolitan 
Opera); Grimoaldo in Rodelina (Metropolitan 
Opera); title role of Béatrice et Bénédict 
(Cologne Opera); Janáček’s The Diary of 
One Who Disappeared (Tanglewood); title 
role of Pelléas et Mélisande (Metropolitan 
Opera, Dutch National Opera); Joe Cannon 
in Adams’ Girls of the Golden West (Dutch 
National Opera, Los Angeles Philharmonic); 
Tom Rakewell in The Rake’s Progress (Dutch 
National Opera); Tamino in Die Zauberflöte 
(Madrid’s Teatro Real); Don Ottavio in Don 
Giovanni (Metropolitan Opera); Handel’s 
Saul (Houston Grand Opera); Bach’s St. 
Matthew Passion (New York Philharmonic, 
Hong Kong Philharmonic, Chicago’s Music 
of the Baroque); Britten’s Serenade for Tenor, 
Horn, and Strings (MET Orchestra Chamber 
Ensemble at Carnegie Hall); Mendelssohn’s 
Elijah (Indianapolis Symphony Orchestra); 
Handel’s Samson (Dunedin Consort at 
Edinburgh International Festival); Winterreise 
(Schubert Club); performances with 
American Modern Opera Company (Bay 
Area, Ojai Music Festival); recitals (Santa 
Fe Chamber Music Festival, New York, 
Philadelphia, Berkeley, Sacramento) 
A member of American 
Modern Opera Company
Twitter: @paulappleby
Instagram: @paulapplebytenor

ARTIST PROFILES
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ALFRED WALKER ♪♪
Bass-Baritone 
(Craryville, New York)
Enobarbus
San Francisco 
Opera Highlights: 
Orest in Elektra; 
Peter, the Father, in 
Hansel and Gretel; 
Scarpia in Tosca

Recent and Upcoming: Crown in Porgy 
and Bess (Metropolitan Opera); Mtchll 
in Carlos Simon and Marc Bamuthi 
Joseph’s It All Falls Down (Washington 
National Opera); Alfio in Cavalleria 
Rusticana (Michigan Opera Theatre); 
Oroveso in Norma (Boston Lyric Opera); 
title role of Porgy and Bess (Washington 
National Opera; Seattle Opera); Titurel in 
Parsifal (Metropolitan Opera); Speaker 
in The Magic Flute (Metropolitan Opera); 
Ruler in Das Wunder der Heliane (Bard 
Summerscape); Amonasro in Aida (Seattle); 
Méphistophélès in Faust (Portland Opera); 
Man with the Helmet in Martinů’sJulietta 
(American Symphony Orchestra at 
Carnegie Hall); Nalikantha in Lakmé in 
concert (Washington Concert Opera)

ELIZABETH 
DESHONG ♪♪
Mezzo-Soprano 
(Williamsport, 
Pennsylvania)
Octavia
San Francisco 
Opera Highlights: 
Maffio Orsini, 
Lucrezia Borgia; 

Suzuki, Madama Butterfly
Recent and Upcoming: Bradamante in 
Handel’s Alcina with English Concert (Los 
Angeles, Berkeley); Calbo in Rossini’s 
Maometto II (Washington Concert Opera); 
Suzuki in Madama Butterfly (Metropolitan 
Opera, Glyndebourne Festival); Odoardo 
Douglas in Mercadante’s Il Proscritto (Opera 
Rara Barbican Center); Hänsel in Hänsel und 
Gretel (Melbourne Symphony, Edinburgh 
International Festival); Pauline in Pique 
Dame (Lyric Opera of Chicago); Adalgisa 
in Norma (North Carolina Opera); Martha 
in John Adams’ The Gospel According to 
the Other Mary (Accademia Nazionale di 
Santa Cecilia); Sesto in La Clemenza di Tito 
(Los Angeles Opera); Ruggiero in Alcina 
(Washington National Opera); Arsace in 
Semiramide (Metropolitan Opera); Bach 
cantatas concert (Haymarket Opera 
Chicago); recital (Vocal Arts D.C.); Handel’s 
Messiah (San Francisco Symphony, Houston 
Symphony); Ariel in Sibelius’ The Tempest 
(Los Angeles Philharmonic); Rossini’s Stabat 
Mater (Philadelphia Orchestra); Juno/Ino in 

Handel’s Semele with The English Concert 
(European and U.S. tours); Verdi Requiem 
(Minnesota Orchestra); Mendelssohn’s Elija 
(Music of the Baroque); Schubert’s Mass No. 
6 (Chicago Symphony Orchestra); Maxwell 
Raimi’s Three Lisel Mueller Settings (Chicago); 
Bernstein’s First Symphony (Proms)

BRENTON RYAN ♪♪
Tenor (Sedalia, 
Missouri)
Eros
San Francisco 
Opera Highlights: 
Janek in The 
Makropulos Case; 
A Novice in Billy 
Budd; Curzio 

in Le Nozze di Figaro
Recent and Upcoming: Monsieur Triquet 
in Eugene Onegin (San Francisco Opera); 
L’Aumonier in Dialogues of the Carmelites 
(San Francisco Opera); Pedrillo in Die 
Entführung aus dem Serail (Munich’s Bavarian 
State Opera, Monte-Carlo Opera); Missail 
in Boris Godunov (Munich, Metropolitan 
Opera); Second Jew in Salome (Munich); 
Monostatos in Die Zauberflöte (London’s 
Royal Opera Covent Garden, Metropolitan 
Opera, Lyric Opera of Chicago); Loge in 
Das Rheingold (Dallas Opera); Spoletta 
in Tosca (Metropolitan Opera); Dancing 
Master in Ariadne auf Naxos (Metropolitan 
Opera, Santa Fe Opera); Fool in Wozzeck 
(Metropolitan Opera); Nero in The Coronation 
of Poppea (Opera Theatre of Saint Louis); 
Lysander in A Midsummer Night’s Dream 
(Opera Philadelphia); John Wormley in 
Matthew Aucoin’s Crossing in concert 
(LA Opera); Flute in A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream (Santa Fe); Don Basilio in Le Nozze 
di Figaro (Santa Fe); Florian in Korngold’s 
Der Ring des Polykrates (Dallas Opera) 

TAYLOR RAVEN *♪+
Mezzo-Soprano (Hope 
Mills, North Carolina)
Charmian
Recent and 
Upcoming: Sister 
Mathilde in Dialogues 
of the Carmelites (San 
Francisco Opera); 
Flora in La Traviata 

(San Francisco Opera); Third Lady in Die 
Zauberflöte (Houston Grand Opera, LA 
Opera); Mallika in Lakmé (Washington 
Concert Opera); Moravec’s Sanctuary Road 
(North Carolina Opera); world premiere 
of a song cycle commemorating the 
100th anniversary of the Tomb of the 
Unknown Soldier (Urban Arias); Pauline in 
Pique Dame (Des Moines Metro Opera); 
Rosina in Il Barbiere di Siviglia (Finger 

Lakes Opera); Annio in La Clemenza di 
Tito (LA Opera); Tebaldo in Don Carlo (LA 
Opera); Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony 
(Handel and Haydn Society); Sandman 
in Hansel and Gretel (LA Opera); Rosina 
in Il Barbiere di Siviglia (Wolf Trap Opera); 
Concepción in L’Heure Espagnole (Wolf 
Trap); concert of Bach arias (American 
Symphony Orchestra at Alice Tully Hall)
Merola Opera Program 2016
Instagram: @taylorelaineraven

HADLEIGH ADAMS ♪♪++
Baritone (Wellington, 
New Zealand)
Agrippa
San Francisco Opera 
Highlights: Schaunard 
in La Bohème; 
Angelotti in Tosca; 
Marquis d’Obigny in La 
Traviata; Simon in Mark 

Adamo’s The Gospel of Mary Magdalene; 
Luther and Schlemil in Les Contes 
d’Hoffmann; An officer in Il Barbiere di Siviglia; 
Mr. Fox in Dolores Claiborne; The Imperial 
Commissioner in Madama Butterfly; Paris in 
Roméo et Juliette; Arthur Jones in Billy Budd
Recent and Upcoming: 2nd Commissioner 
and 1st Officer in Dialogues of the Carmelites 
(San Francisco Opera); Stanley in André 
Previn’s A Streetcar Named Desire (Florida 
Grand Opera); Mercutio in Roméo et Juliette 
(San Diego Opera, Cincinnati Opera); 
Hawkins Fuller in Gregory Spears’ Fellow 
Travelers (Florida Grand Opera, Minnesota 
Opera); La Bête in Philip Glass’ La Belle et la 
Bête (Opera Parallèle); Doug in Jody Talbot’s 
Everest (Opera Parallèle); Paul in Glass’ 
Les Enfants Terrible (Opera Parallèle); title 
role of Jonathan Dove’s The Enchanted Pig 
(Australian Contemporary Opera Company); 
Jake Heggie’s If I Were You (Merola Opera 
Program); Vicomte de Valmont in Luca 
Francesconi’s Quartett (West Edge Opera); 
Carl Magnus in Stephen Sondheim’s A 
Little Night Music (Nederlandse Reisopera); 
baritone soloist in Beethoven’s Ninth 
Symphony (Seattle Symphony, Colorado 
Symphony); baritone soloist in Das Buch mit 
Sieben Siegeln (Dallas Symphony Orchestra)
San Francisco Opera Adler 
Fellowship 2013, 2014
Merola Opera Program 2012
Instagram: @nz_hads
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PATRICK 
BLACKWELL *♪♪+
Bass-Baritone (Los 
Angeles, California)
Maecenas
Recent and 
Upcoming: 
Krishna in Philip 
Glass’ Satyagraha 
(Los Angeles 

Opera); Simone in Gianni Schicchi (Utah 
Opera); Jimmy in Kurt Weill’s Mahagonny-
Songspiel (Rhin Opera); La Mère in 
Weill’s Les Sept Péchés Capitaux (Rhin); 
Zuniga in Carmen (San Diego Opera); 
Alcindoro in La Bohème (Los Angeles); 
Reinmar in Tannhäuser (Los Angeles)
Merola Opera Program 1994

GABRIELLE 
BETEAG ♪♪†+
Mezzo-Soprano 
(Atlanta, Georgia)
Iras
San Francisco Opera 
Highlights: Flower 
(voice)/Lady-in-
Waiting/Solo Maid in 
Bright Sheng and David 

Henry Hwang’s Dream of the Red Chamber
Recent and Upcoming: Sister Anne of 
the Cross in Dialogues of the Carmelites 
(San Francisco Opera); Mercédès in The 
Threepenny Carmen (Atlanta Opera The 
Big Tent); Woman in a Hat/Duchess in 
John Corigliano’s The Ghosts of Versailles 
(Chautauqua Opera Company)
Winner of Metropolitan Opera 
National Council Auditions 2020
Adler Fellowship Program 2022
Merola Opera Program 2021

TIMOTHY MURRAY ♪♪†+
Baritone (Whitefish 
Bay, Wisconsin)
Scarus
San Francisco Opera 
Highlights: Stone 
(voice)/Eunuch 
in Bright Sheng 
and David Henry 
Hwang’s Dream of 

the Red Chamber; Sciarrone in Tosca 
Recent and Upcoming: Marchese d’Obigny 
in La Traviata (San Francisco Opera); title 
role of Don Giovanni (North Carolina Opera); 
soloist in Carmina Burana (San Francisco 
Symphony); Schaunard in La Bohème 
(North Carolina Opera); Paul in Jake Heggie 
and Gene Scheer’s If I Were You (Merola 
Opera Program); Count Almaviva in Le 
Nozze di Figaro (Academy of Vocal Arts); 
Mercutio in Roméo et Juliette (Academy 
of Vocal Arts); duets from I Puritani and 
Les Pêcheurs de Perles (The Adlers: Live at 
the Drive-In); excerpts as the title role of 

Thomas’ Hamlet (Merola Grand Finale) 
Adler Fellowship Program 2020, 2021, 2022
Merola Opera Program 2019

PHILIP SKINNER ♪++
Bass-Baritone 
(Jacksonville, Florida)
Lepidus
San Francisco Opera 
Highlights: Doctor 
Bartolo in The Barber 
of Seville; The Duke of 
Verona in Roméo et 
Juliette; Dansker in Billy 

Budd; Geronte di Ravoir in Manon Lescaut; 
Baron Douphol in La Traviata; King Priam in 
Les Troyens; Edgar Ray Killen in Philip Glass’ 
Appomattox; The Speaker in Die Zauberflöte; 
Rambaldo Fernandez in La Rondine; The 
Water Spirit in Rusalka; Escamillo in Carmen; 
Ferrando in Il Trovatore; Colline in La 
Bohème; Lorenzo in I Capuleti e i Montecchi
Recent and Upcoming: Baron Douphol in 
La Traviata (San Francisco Opera); Iago in 
Otello (Livermore Valley Opera); King in Aida 
(Pacific Symphony); Eric/Ghost of Bazzetti in 
Jake Heggie’s Great Scott (San Diego Opera); 
Wotan/Gunther in Mini-Ring (Minnesota 
Concert Opera); Nikititsch in Boris Godunov 
(San Francisco Symphony); engagements 
with Opera San José and West Edge Opera
Adler Fellowship Program 1986, 1987
Merola Opera Program 1985
Facebook: @Philip G Skinner
Instagram: @philipgskinner

ELKHANAH PULITZER
(El Cerrito, California)
Director and Libretto 
Consultant
San Francisco 
Opera Highlights: 
Former Director of 
Programming and 
Artistic Curator, SF 
Opera Lab; Director, 

Carmen for Families, Der Fliegende Holländer
Recent and Upcoming: John Adams’ Nixon 
in China (Los Angeles Philharmonic); Leonard 
Bernstein’s Mass (LA Philharmonic); Adams’ 
The Gospel According to the Other Mary (San 
Francisco Symphony); David Lang’s prisoner 
of state (New York Philharmonic, BBC 
Symphony); Esparanza Spaulding’s 12 Little 
Spells (tour); DIORAMA (San Francisco’s I.O.U.)
Board vice president of the 
Pulitzer Arts Foundation

MIMI LIEN *
(New Haven, 
Connecticut)
Set Designer
Recent and 
Upcoming: Jake 
Heggie’s Intelligence 
(Houston Grand 
Opera); Die 
Zauberflöte (Berlin 

State Opera); Natasha, Pierre, & The Great 
Comet of 1812 (Broadway); Taylor Mac’s 
A 24 Decade History of Popular Music (St. 
Ann’s Warehouse and international tour); 
The Oldest Boy (Lincoln Center Theater); 
Fairview (Soho Rep); Black Mountain Songs 
(BAM); Pelléas et Mélisande (Cleveland 
Orchestra); 4 Nights of Dream (Tokyo Bunka 
Kaikan); In a Grove (Pittsburgh Opera)
Large-scale public artworks: PARADE 
(Toronto’s The Bentway) The GREEN 
(Lincoln Center Plaza); La Ville Radieuse 
and 2x4 tree (Philadelphia International 
Festival of the Arts); Model Home (Without 
Walls Festival, La Jolla Playhouse)
Artist-in-Residence at the Park 
Avenue Armory and Lincoln Center 
for the Performing Arts
Co-founder of the Brooklyn 
performance/art space JACK
MacArthur Fellow 2015
Tony Award: Natasha, Pierre and 
The Great Comet of 1812 (2017)
Website: mimilien.com
Instagram: @mi2lien

CONSTANCE 
HOFFMAN
(Oakland, California)
Costume Designer
San Francisco 
Opera Highlights: 
Rigoletto; Mark 
Adamo’s The Gospel 
of Mary Magdalene; 
Le Nozze di Figaro; 

Così fan tutte; Don Giovanni
Recent and Upcoming: Le Nozze di Figaro 
(Opera Theatre of Saint Louis); Grimm 
Tales (Ballet Austin); Rimsky-Korsakov’s 
Sadko (Opera Slovenske Narodne Divadlo); 
Rigoletto (LA Opera); Don Carlos (Washington 
National Opera); David Henry Hwang’s M. 
Butterfly (The Court Theatre New York)
Arts Professor and Area Head of Costume 
Design at the Tisch School of the Arts
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DAVID FINN
(St. Paul, Minnesota)
Lighting Designer
San Francisco Opera 
Highlights: Alcina, 
Doktor Faust, Lady 
Macbeth of Mtsensk, 
Arabella, Rusalka
Recent and Upcoming: 
Tosca (Metropolitan 

Opera); Parsifal (Metropolitan Opera); Der 
Fliegende Holländer (Metropolitan Opera); 
Così fan tutte (Dutch National Opera, 
Opera Australia); Macbeth (Lyric Opera 
of Chicago, Canadian Opera Company); 
SYM-PHONIE MMXX (Berlin Staatsballett); 
Anna Karenina (Joffrey Ballet, Australian 
Ballet); Lohengrin (Metropolitan Opera, 
Bolshoi Opera); The Seagull (Bolshoi Ballet); 
R.U.N. (Cirque du Soleil); Swan Lake (Royal 
Ballet); Giselle (Royal Ballet); The Nutcracker 
(Birmingham Royal Ballet); Cinderella (Royal 
Ballet); The Nutcracker on Sugar Hill (City 
Center New York); Summer and Smoke 
(Houston Ballet, American Ballet Theatre)

BILL MORRISON *
(Chicago, Illinois)
Projection Designer
Recent and 
Upcoming: Projection 
designer of John 
Adams’ Nixon in 
China (Los Angeles 
Philharmonic); Gavin 
Bryars’ The Sinking 

of the Titanic (London’s Kings Palace)
Director of David Lang’s let me come in 
(Los Angeles Opera); The Village Detective: 
a song cycle (Telluride Film Festival); The 
Great Flood (Austin’s Texas Performing 
Arts, Warsaw’s POLIN Museum), Dawson 
City: Frozen Time (CAP UCLA), City 
Symphonies (Spoleto USA Festival)

MARK GREY
(Petaluma, California)
Sound Designer and 
Mixing Engineer
San Francisco 
Opera Highlights: 
Sound Designer, 
Girls of the Golden 
West, Doctor Atomic, 
The Bonesetter’s 

Daughter, Nixon in China
Recent and Upcoming: Sound designer of 
Bluebeard’s Castle/Iolanta (Metropolitan 
Opera); West Side Story (Lyric Opera of 
Chicago); William Kentridge’s The Head 
and the Load (Park Avenue Armory)
Composer of Frankenstein opera 
(Brussels’ La Monnaie) and Birds in 
the Moon (New York Philharmonic)
Resident designer of Park Avenue Armory
Website: markgreycomposer.com

LUCIA SCHECKNER *
(New York, New York)
Dramaturg and 
Libretto Consultant
Recent and 
Upcoming: Director 
of Education & 
Artist Programs 
at BAX/Brooklyn 
Arts Exchange, 

supporting artists in residence and the 
development of new performance work
Dramaturg of Working Title: (la erre es 
femenina), a new play by Sylvia Bofill, 
commissioned by The Civilians (New York)
Research Dramaturg for Heiner Muller’s 
Quartett, directed by Elkhanah Pulitzer 
(West Edge Opera); John Adams’ 
Nixon in China, directed by Elkhanah 
Pulitzer (Los Angeles Philharmonic)

COLM SEERY
(Dublin, Ireland)
Movement Director
San Francisco Opera 
Highlights: Revival 
Choreographer of 
Die Meistersinger 
von Nürnberg; 
Andrea Chénier; 
Bright Sheng and 

David Henry Hwang’s Dream of the Red 
Chamber; Dance Master for Don Giovanni 
Recent and Upcoming: Choreographer 
of Idomeneo (Staatsoper Berlin); Britten’s 
Gloriana (Madrid’s Teatro Real); Ariodante 
(Vienna State Opera, Israeli Opera)
Associate Choreographer of Andrea 
Chénier (Royal Opera Covent Garden)
Revival Choreographer of La Traviata 
(Barcelona’s Liceu, Welsh National 
Opera); Giulio Cesare (Glyndebourne 
Festival Opera); L’Elisir d’Amore 
(Glyndebourne); Rinaldo (Glyndebourne)

JOHN KEENE 
(Lancaster, 
Pennsylvania)
Chorus Director
San Francisco 
Opera Highlights: 
Don Giovanni; Bright 
Sheng and David 
Henry Hwang’s 
Dream of the Red 

Chamber; Eun Sun Kim Conducts Verdi 
Recent and Upcoming: San Francisco 
Opera Chorus Director (Eugene Onegin, 
Dialogues of the Carmelites, La Traviata, 
Orpheus and Eurydice, Madame Butterfly, 
Die Frau ohne Schatten, Gabriela Lena 
Frank’s El último sueño de Friday Diego) 
Seattle Opera Head of Music Staff and 
Chorus Master (La Bohème, Die Walküre, 
Jonathan Dove’s Flight, Tosca, Rigoletto, La 
Cenerentola, Eugene Onegin, Porgy and Bess, 

The Turn of the Screw, Il Trovatore, Carmen, 
Madame Butterfly, Il Barbiere di Siviglia, 
Così fan tutte, Béatrice et Bénédict, Aida) 
Metropolitan Opera Laffont 
Competition judge 
Twitter: @keenejohn
Instagram: @keenejohn  

DAVE MAIER
(El Cerrito, California)
Fight Director
San Francisco Opera 
Highlights: Carmen; 
Tosca; the Ring cycle; 
Pagliacci; Rigoletto; 
Roméo et Juliette; Billy 
Budd; Manon Lescaut
Recent and 

Upcoming: Eugene Onegin (San Francisco 
Opera); Dialogues of the Carmelites (SF 
Opera); La Traviata (SF Opera); Orpheus and 
Eurydice (SF Opera); West Side Story (Opera 
San José); Richard II (African American 
Shakespeare Company); A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream (Stanford University); The 
Tempest (Oakland Theater Project); Romeo 
y Juliet (Cal Shakes); Fefu and Her Friends 
(American Conservatory Theatre)

Maya Herdsman
(San Francisco, 
California)
Intimacy Director
Recent and 
Upcoming: Romeo 
y Juliet (Cal Shakes); 
Goddess (Berkeley 
Repertory Theatre); 
The Ripple, The 

Wave That Carried Me Home (Berkeley 
Repertory Theatre); Sense and Sensibility 
(Theatreworks Silicon Valley); Gem of 
the Ocean (Theatreworks Silicon Valley) 
Ragtime (Theatreworks Silicon Valley); The 
Displaced (Crowded Fire Theater); Drowning 
in Cairo (Golden Thread Productions)
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San Francisco Opera’s Head of Hair and Makeup (since 
2014) Jeanna Parham chats with longtime friend, mentor, 
and colleague Stan Dufford who was San Francisco Opera’s 
Head of Wigs (1956–1968) and Makeup (1962–1968) and 
who served as Wigs and Makeup Journeyman/Foreman 
(1999–2010). To listen to their conversation and for a 
complete transcript, visit Streaming the First Century, San 
Francisco Opera’s free online hub for historic recordings, 
conversations, and more at sfopera.com/rstcentury. 
 
 
Jeanna Parham: I think you and I met probably in 2002 or 
’03. You and I had some very great conversations and 
bonded over oating boxes across the stage for no reason, 
and that began our friendship. 
 
Stan Dufford: Yes. And it’s lasted a long time! 
 
JP: I’m very happy about that. You’ve been volunteering in 
the Archive since 2011 but your history with this Company—
[and] the hair and makeup industry not just [in] San 
Francisco, but across the nation—your inuence is what 
started a lot of the techniques that are used in opera still to 
this day because you trained the people that trained us.  
 
SD: I taught makeup at San Francisco State and taught 
Gerd Mairandres, Judy Disbrow, Richard Battle, etc., and 
they, in turn, spread that knowledge and technique. 
Richard Stead was one of my early students, and he 
founded a school that taught wig and makeup. And so 
there was a continuum. 
 
JP: I’d love if you could talk a little bit about your early 
days, and how you came here to San Francisco Opera. 
 
SD: I went to Japan when I was in the Navy and got to see 
Kabuki theater, which I found absolutely fascinating. And 
while I was in Tokyo I bought Kabuki makeup, a Kabuki wig, 
(laughter) etc. When I got out of the Navy, I did graduate 
work at San Francisco State … . The next summer, there was 
a call to the Drama Department from a man who rented the 
Opera’s lighting equipment, and he asked if there was 
anybody there who knew anything about wigs—and the 
head of the Drama Department suggested me. I met with 
[former Stage Director] Matt Farruggio. He took me into the 

basement and pulled out three wigs—a white tieback; a 
woman’s eighteenth-century white wig; and a Japanese 
wig—and said, “Style these” and left. I styled the two white 
wigs. When I was in Tokyo I bought a booklet on how to style 
Japanese wigs, and so I did that one, too. Jeanna, you would 
not believe what the wig was: just a skullcap with rosa web 
sewn around the outside, nothing in the middle! 
 
JP: Oh, gosh! 
 
SD: But I did a good approximation, because Matt hired 
me, and that’s how I got started! I really wasn’t a 
wigmaker. I considered myself a makeup artist. But I 
became procient. 
 
JP: I would say a little bit better than procient! How was 
your experience going from SF State into the world of 
opera? Were you prepared?

S T R E A M I N G  T H E  F I R S T  C E N T U R Y :  S P A N N I N G  T H E  D E C A D E S

Hair and Makeup Edition
Stan Dufford styling  

soprano Leontyne Price, 1965. 
C A R O L Y N  M A S O N  J O N E S
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SD: No, I wasn’t. I had not worked in theater, and what also 
worked against me was that the Opera was a bit of chaos … 
My rst opera rehearsal was a disaster. It was Manon Lescaut. 
I had styled some brown tiebacks and some white tiebacks, 
and when the choristers came to the wig room door, I said, 
“Are you a bourgeoisie or a noble ?” [One] said, “I don’t know. 
I enter stage left and I sing la, la, la.” I said, “Well, is your 
costume satin or is it like upholstery fabric?” “I don’t know.” 
Well, of course, everybody got mixed up. And there were no 
wig ttings ever! I also knew nothing about any rules. There 
was no union at that time, and it was just catch-as-catch-can. 
 
JP: You’ve said that a lot of artists brought their own wigs …  
 
SD: Oh, yes. In the 1950s and ’60s it was not unusual for divas to 
bring their own wig. However, in the case of [soprano] Elisabeth 
Schwarzkopf, she would bring a bag full of wigs and deposit it 
with me, and then on the day of the dress rehearsal, or even on 
the day of opening night, she would change her mind! When we 
did Così in 1960, I learned beforehand that, you know, you can’t 
change anything in Mozart. Guglielmo is one color; and 
Ferrando is another color … . I went to Schwarzkopf’s room to 
put on her wig, and I just casually mentioned that although I had 
dressed a black wig for Despina, [soprano] Mary Costa had 
brought her own red wig, and Schwarzkopf said, “A black wig? 
Oh, Stanley, you must get it. Go, go.” So at 20 minutes to curtain 
I ran to the basement, picked up the black wig, and we put it on 
her and we had to restyle it. “Higher, Stanley, higher!” (laughter) 
Meantime, Maestro Adler is knocking on the door, and she 
wouldn’t let him in. She was almost giggling as we were doing 
this. When it was time to go on stage, she went out and her 
colleagues just were agog. That’s what she wanted. She wanted 
a frisson of excitement. 
 
JP: And she got it. 
 
SD: She was very good at that! 
 
JP: I would love to hear about the Madame Buttery from 
1966 and the Japanese wigs. 
 
SD: Well, our Japanese wigs were not wonderful, but 
Nathaniel Merrill came from the Met to direct Buttery, 
and he insisted that we use absolutely authentic Japanese 
wigs. And I said, “Oh, please, please no. It would be a 
disaster. You can’t pin them on. They’re made on a metal 
frame, and our chorus is not used to that.” And it was true. 
They were beautiful, absolutely beautiful, but the chorus 
women would come in and shake their heads and say, “My 

wig is gonna come off.” And I said, “Yes, if you keep on 
shaking your head like that, it might come off.” (laughter) 
 
JP: I love that because when I rst took over for [former Wig 
Master] Gerd I had known that at some point we used real 
geisha wigs from Japan, but I never knew the story. I had a 
crate brought over from the warehouse, and inside we still 
had three of them in the original 1966 case. And we all 
looked inside of it and thought, no way could we get anyone 
to wear this now … . But we still keep it, and we’d like to put 
it on display because this is what we used for many 
productions and they were so beautiful and authentic. I just 
wanted you to know that they live on, Stan. (laughter) 
Leontyne Price, you did her street wigs as well, right? 
 
SD: Yes. 
 
JP: You guys had a great relationship. Maybe you could tell 
some fun stuff about the two of you. 
 
SD: In 1960 … I met up with her in Milan. I remember the 
Italian men were crazy about her, and they kept saying 
things. And I said, “What are they saying?” She says, 
“Relax, honey, it’s all complimentary.” She liked the 
Carabinieri, because they were all tall and good looking, 
and she says, “I don’t know who does the choosin’ but 
they sure know what they’re doin’!” (laughter) She was 
great fun to be with. I really loved working with her. 
 
JP: What’s your favorite memory of your tenure here? 
 
SD: I enjoy so much working with people—like 
Schwarzkopf, Price, Sutherland—just the memories of 
working with them, rather than one particular highlight. 
 
JP: I feel the same way. We have such wonderful singers who 
come through here that it’s those moments with them that 
make the show for me, more so than the show itself because 
we in hair and makeup … we’re in the room with them. 
 
SD: We’re the counselor, the shrink, the ... 
 
JP: The condant. 
 
SD: The condant, yeah. 
 
JP: We’re there with them through thick and through thin, 
and, you know, whether we like it or not, we gotta get 
those eyelashes on! 
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Matthew Shilvock 
Tad and Dianne Taube General Director 
 

Eun Sun Kim 
Caroline H. Hume Music Director 
  
Jennifer Good 
Managing Director: Production 

Gregory Henkel 

Managing Director: Artistic 
Michael Simpson 

Managing Director: Administration/ 
Chief Financial Officer 
Kathryn Appleton 
Director of Marketing 
Lisa Bury 

Chief Philanthropy Officer 
Lee Helms 

Director of Innovation Programs  
Julia Inouye 

Director of Communications 
Charles Chip Mc Neal 

Director of Diversity, Equity and Community 

Theresa Von Klug 

Chief Operating Officer 
 
David Gockley, General Director Emeritus 
  
 
A D M I N I S T R A T I O N  

 
FINANCE 

Christopher Tom, Controller 
Jess G. Perry, Senior Budget Manager 
Mingsy Yan-Lau, Senior Accountant 
Linda Rodriguez, Accounting Manager 
Gracie Tang, Senior Accountant 
Whitney Ward, Payroll Administrator 
 
INFORMATION SERVICES 

Eric Rubio, Chief Information Officer 
Paul Goetz, Systems Administrator 
Steve Long, Network & Systems Administrator 
Daniel Rivera-Quezada, Network Support Engineer 
Sara Lee, Programmer/ Analyst 
 

HUMAN RESOURCES 

Ramin Daoud, Director of Human Resources 

Timmy Yuen, Senior Human Resources Generalist 
Paulette Piedad, Human Resources Generalist 
Jon’Nae Davis, Covid Supervisor 
 

 

A R C H I V E S  

 

Barbara Rominski, Director of Archives 
 
 
A R T I S T I C  

 
ARTISTIC AND MUSIC PLANNING 

Zackery Hayhurst, Artistic Planning Manager 
Ilana Rainero-de Haan, Music Planning Manager 
John Churchwell, Head of Music Staff 

Michael Bragg,  
Music Planning Associate and Opera Librarian 

Valentina Simi, Artist Services Coordinator  
Devin Hinzo,  

Artistic Operations & Technology Coordinator  
Rachael Smith, Artistic Assistant  

 
MUSIC STAFF 

César Cañón, John Churchwell,  

Dennis Doubin, Patrick Furrer, Alden Gatt,  

José Luis Gutiérrez, Bryndon Hassman,  

Noah Lindquist, Geoffrey Loff, Vito Lombardi, 

William Long, Robert Mollicone, Matthew Piatt, 

Laura Poe, Kseniia Polstiankina Barrad, Blair Salter, 

Tamara Sanikidze, Peter Walsh, Maureen Zoltek 
 
Geoffrey Lee, Ballet Pianist 
 
LANGUAGE COACHES 

Radoslava Biancalana, Czech 

Anja Burmeister Strauss, German 

Alessandra Cattani, Italian 

Patricia Kristof Moy, French 

Kseniia Polstiankina Barrad & Valery Portnov, Russian 

Lynne Soffer, English Diction 
 

SAN FRANCISCO OPERA CENTER 

Carrie-Ann Matheson,  

Artistic Director, San Francisco Opera Center  
Markus Beam,  

General Manager, San Francisco Opera Center 
Micaela Nerguizian, Opera Center Coordinator 
Esther de Monteflores, Opera Center Coordinator 
 

 

C O M M U N I C A T I O N S  

 

Jeffery McMillan, Public Relations Director 
Teresa Concepcion, Communications Manager 
 

 

D E V E L O P M E N T  

 

Donna Batson, Director of Institutional Giving 

Lisa Bordachar,  
Director of Prospect Research and Strategy 

Duygu Gün, Director of Business Partnerships 
Alix Josefski, Development Associate 
Joanna Taber,  

Associate Director, Campaigns and Sponsorships 
 
ANNUAL GIVING 
Roya Clune, Director of Annual Giving 
  
INDIVIDUAL AND LEADERSHIP GIVING 

Tabitha Rowell,  

Director of Individual and Leadership Giving 
Jennifer Amato, Senior Individual Giving Officer 
Iosu Bascaran, Leadership Giving Officer 
Michael Hoke, Individual Giving Officer 
Alondra Orellana,  

Individual and Leadership Giving Associate 
Gabriel Tanguay Ortega,  

Senior Individual Giving Officer

LEGACY GIVING 
Andrew Maguire, Legacy Giving Officer 
Maude Engström, Legacy Giving Associate 

  
SPECIAL EVENTS 
Karman Ferrell Pave, Director of Special Events 

Katie Cagampan, Senior Manager, Special Events 
 
 
D I V E R S I T Y ,  E Q U I T Y   

A N D  C O M M U N I T Y  

 

Ryan Marchand, Community Engagement Manager 
Hannah Dworkin, Education Development Manager 
Cole Thomason-Redus, Educational Content Curator 
Chelbi Harvin-Dickens,  

Community Engagement Coordinator  
Eteya Trinidad, Community Engagement Associate  
 
Linda Baird, Joshua Raoul Brody,  

Marcelle Dronkers, Maita Eyzaguirre,  

Kevin Gordon, Lua Hadar, Dave Maier,  

Albert Montanes-Sanchez, Cole Thomason-Redus, 

Sven Olbash, Jacob Russel-Snyder,  

Katherine Issel Pitre, Christopher Street,  

Matthew Wolka,  
  Teaching Artists 
 
 
E X E C U T I V E  O F F I C E S  

 

Jordan Amann, General Director’s Associate 
Elena Park, Strategic Advisor 
Celestine Ratsch-Rivera,  

Assistant to the Executive Offices 

 

 

M A R K E T I N G  

 

Troy Smith, Associate Director of Marketing 
Chi-Hsuan Yang,  

Associate Director of Analytics and Strategy 
Stephanie Gianni,  

Senior Manager, Digital and Acquisition 
Jennifer Fingal, Manager, Brand and Loyalty 
Allison Griner, Digital Content Manager 
Bill Murray, Web and E-Commerce Manager 
Alyssa Feskanin,  

Email/Digital Marketing Manager 
Adam Snellings, Art Director 
Katy Zolfaghari, Creative Project Manager 
Farrah Hammond, Marketing Associate 
Sophia Nguyen, Marketing Coordinator, Brand & Loyalty 
  
BOX OFFICE 

Jessica Fauver, Box Office Manager, Treasurer 
Rebecca Page, Medallion Society Concierge Manager, 

Assistant Box Office Manager 
Jennifer Pollack,  

Group Sales Manager, Assistant Treasurer  
Charles McGraw, Christopher Mark,  

Assistant Treasurer 
Emily Tilles,  

Subscriptions Manager, Assistant Treasurer 

Administration
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Roberto Bonilla, Phone Room Sales Manager, 
Subscriber Representative 

Beverlee G. Hassid, Subscriber Representative 
Jing Bentley, Marilyn Duran, Kyle Minor,  

Randall Wesley, Dale Whitmill,  

  Patron Services Personnel  
  
FRONT OF HOUSE 
Jamye Divila Largent, House Manager 
Marialice Dockus, Head Usher 
 
Rodney Anderson, Marcelo Barbero,  

Stuart Bousel, Jan Brown, Danica Burt,  

Lila Butler, Wendy Chang,  Frank Chow,  

Kathy Dere, Martin Dias, Dave Doering, Jonathan 

Drogin, Bill Flanagan, Christine Ford,  

Jorge Gonzalez-Rodriguez, Chip Heath,  

Kate Juliana, Elaine Kawasaki, Kathleen Keeler, 

Eileen Keremitsis, Ryszard Koprowski,  

Bill Laschuk, Sharon Lee, Leland Leong,  

Marilyn Leong, Sadie Li, Lenore Long,  

Doug Luyendyk, Michael Mak, Sam Mesinger,  

Eva Moody, John Morris, Timm Muldoon,  

Dale Nedelco, Beth Norris, Jeff Norris, Jan Padover, 

Julie Peck, Christine Plowright, Robert Remple,  

Bill Repp, Robyn Sandberg, Allen Sawyer,  

Kelly Smith, Stephanie Somersille,  

Melissa Stern, Theresa Sun, Claire Tremblay, Richard 

Wagner, Steve Weiss, Tom Wong, Elaine Yee,  
  Ushers 
 

Hui Ming Wu, Show Maid 
  
OPERA SHOP 
Jay Stebley, Retail Manager 
Susan Montana, Assistant Manager 
 

 

M U S I C  O P E R A T I O N S  

 

Matthew Buckman, Associate Operations Director 
Kali Wilson, Associate Operations Director 
Noelle Romelfanger, Senior Operations Associate 
Kip Cranna, Dramaturg Emeritus 
   
CHORUS AND BALLET 

John Keene, Chorus Director 
Fabrizio Corona, Associate Chorus Master 
  

ORCHESTRA 

Tracy Davis, Orchestra Manager 
Carrie Weick, Orchestra Librarian 
Kevin Myers, Interim Music Operations Associate 
Michael Cox, James Nelson, Alex Zdanis, Library 

Assistants 

 

 

P A T R O N  O P E R A T I O N S  

 

David Odenkirchen,  
Director of Patron Operations and  
Revenue Management 

Jess Levy, Patron Data Specialist 
Anamaria Ramey, Donor Services Manager 
Sarah Benjamin, Patron Data Assistant 
Chivly Krouch, Donor Records Coordinator 
Amir Magid, Donor Benefits Coordinator 
Mark Wladika, Web Development Manager

P R O D U C T I O N  

*Senior Production Staff Member 
 

PRODUCTION ADMINISTRATION 

Jeremy Patfield,  
Director of Production Operations & Media* 

Paul Dana, Support Services Coordinator 
Sylvia Jiang, Production Finance Assistant 
Ellen Presley, Special Projects Manager 
Celine Strouts, Production Operations Manager 
  
AUDIO 
Doug Mitchell,  

Master Audio/Video Engineer 
Ziggy Tomcich,  

Assistant Master Audio/Video Engineer 
  
CARPENTRY 
David Hatch, Master Carpenter 
Mark Baumann, Assistant Master Carpenter 
Christopher Davis, Wilsey Center Head 
 

COSTUME DEPARTMENT 
Daniele McCartan, Costume Director* 
Jai Alltizer, Costume Shop Manager 
David Doré, Senior Production Accountant 
Galen Till, Senior Production Supervisor 
  
ELECTRICS 
Leon Parsons, Master Electrician 
Michael Anderson, Assistant Master Electrician 
Russell E. Adamson III,  

Lighting and Projection Systems Administrator 
 
FIGHT DIRECTION 
Dave Maier, Fight Director 
  
LIGHTING 
Justin Partier, Lighting Director* 
Davida Tkach, Assistant Lighting Designer 
Brian Elston, Assistant Lighting Designer 
Selena Gonzalez-Lopez,  

Hemsley Program Lighting Intern 
Kevin Dunn, Lighting Intern 
 
MEDIA 
Jodi Gage, Media Producer 
 
PROPERTIES 

Lori Harrison, Master of Properties 
Frederick Wielandt,  

Assistant Master of Properties 
  
REHEARSAL 

Marin Venturi,  
Rehearsal Department Director* 

Savannah Criswell, Rehearsal Administrator 
Stephanie Smith, Rehearsal Department Manager 
Adam Lowe, Rehearsal Coordinator 
Melissa Dufort, Rehearsal Assistant 
Leora Gilgur, Rehearsal Assistant 
Kate Juliana, Rehearsal Assistant 
Trey Costerisan,  

Rehearsal Department Consultant 
 

SCENE SHOP 
John Del Bono, Scene Shop Foreman 
Steve McNally, Scenic Artist in Charge

STAGING STAFF 
Darin Burnett,  

Production Stage Manager*   
Darin Burnett, Jennifer Harber,  

Jayme O’Hara, Thea Railey,  

  Stage Managers 

Jose Maria Condemi, E. Reed Fisher,  

Jennifer Harber, Dan Wallace Miller,  

Roy Rallo, Morgan Robinson,  

  Assistant Stage Directors 
Jessica Barker, Collette Berg,  

Jonathan S. Campbell, Rachel Garoon,  

Jennifer Harber, Jayme O’Hara,  

Thea Railey, Anna Reetz,  

  Assistant Stage Managers 
Colm Seery, Dance Master 
  
TECHNICAL DIRECTION 
Erik Walstad, Technical and Safety Director* 
Ryan O’Steen, Production Manager* 
Chris Largent Divila,  

Associate Technical and Facilities Director 
Lawren Gregory, Assistant Technical Director 
  
WARDROBE 

Tony Gorzycki, Head of Wardrobe 
Cynthia Fusco, Robert Horek,  

David McKain, Carol Horaitis,  

  Wardrobe Assistants 
  
WIG, HAIR, & MAKEUP 
Jeanna Parham,  

Department Head of Wigs Hair and Makeup 
Christina Martin,  

Assistant Department Head of  
Wigs Hair and Makeup 

 

Dr. Myron Marx, Company Medical Adviser 
 
Seyfarth Shaw LLP, Counsel 
 
Armanino LLP, Independent Public Accountants 
 
UCSF doctors: 
Dr. George Rutherford,  
Dr. Mark Almond,  
Dr. Robert Harrison,  
Dr. Sanziana Roman,  

Dr. Clark Rosen 
 
Asero Insurance Services, Insurance Brokers 

 
Cory Weaver, Official Photographer 
 
Yamaha is the Official Piano of San Francisco Opera 
 

Pianos supplied by Piedmont Piano 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Administration September 2022.qxp_Administration  8/25/22  5:00 PM  Page 2

encorespotlight.com   51



John Keene, Chorus Director 

Fabrizio Corona, Associate Chorus Master 

REGULAR CHORUS 

Nadima Avakian 
Buffy Baggott * 
Elizabeth Baker  
Kathleen Bayler  
C. Michael Belle  
William Lee Bryan * 
Janet Campbell  
Alan Cochran 
Sara Colburn  
Clare Demer 
Anders Fröhlich  
Patrick Hagen 
Daniel Harper 
Christopher Jackson 
Michael Jankosky * 
Silvie Jensen 
Wilford Kelly  
Claire Kelm  
Bojan Knežević  
Elisabeth Rom Lucio 
Liesl McPherrin 
Courtney Miller * 
 

Angela Eden Moser  
Sally Mouzon  
Sally Porter Munro †  
Erin Neff  
William O'Neill 
Andrew Thomas Pardini * 
Rachelle Perry 
Phillip Pickens  
William Pickersgill 
Chester Pidduck  
Laurel Cameron Porter  
Valery Portnov 
Fernando Ruiz 
Carole Schaffer  
Sigmund Seigel †  
Jonathan Smucker 
Whitney Steele 
Nicole Takesono 
Jesslyn Thomas * 
Jere Torkelsen  
Andrew Truett  
 
 

† Chorus member on leave of absence 
* Solo Role 

 

EXTRA CHORUS 

Jennifer Brody 
Cheryl Cain  
Katie Carlson Cartwright 
Kelly Clarke 
Margaret Genovese 
Kevin Gino                         
Harlan Hays                       
Glenn Healy                       
Carolyne Anne Jordan 
David Kekuewa 
Adam Lowe 
Eileen Alonso Meredith 
Jim Monios 

Sally Porter Munro 
Aimée Puentes 
Leandra Ramm 
Clifton Romig 
Kindra Scharich 
Alexander Taite  
Michael Taylor 
Igor Vieira 
Jacque Wilson 
Daniel Yoder 

PRINCIPAL ARTISTS 
Hadleigh Adams +^ 
Julius Ahn 
Aigul Akhmetshina ** 
Paul Appleby  
Javier Arrey* 
Buffy Baggott 
Zhengyi Bai +^ 
Gabrielle Beteag ^† 
Gordon Bintner *^ 
Patrick Blackwell ^ 
Ben Bliss 
Michelle Bradley * 
Deanna Breiwick * 
William Bryan 
David Butt Philip* 
Victor Cardamone ^† 
Alice Chung 
Siman Chung 
Daniel Cilli 
Catherine Cook +^ 
Alfredo Daza +^ 
Elizabeth DeShong 
Amina Edris +^ 
Stefan Egerstrom ^† 
Michael Fabiano 
Gerald Finley 
Ferruccio Furlanetto 
Christina Gansch 
Thomas Glass ^ 
Alissa Goretsky 
Edward Graves ^† 
Nicole Heaston 
Jake Ingbar* 
Karen Chia-ling Ho 
Michael Jankosky 
Silvie Jensen 
Rhoslyn Jones +^ 
Jakub Józef Orliński * 
Mariya Kaganskaya 
Chea Kang * 
Hyona Kim 
Bojan Knežević 
Adam Lau ^ 
Evan LeRoy Johnson * 
Victoria Livengood 
Christine Lyons 

Daniela Mack +^ 
Anne-Marie MacIntosh ^† 
Liesl McPherrin 
Lucas Meachem +^ 
Ronnita Miller ^ 
Courtney Miller 
Melody Moore +^ 
Angela Moser  
Evgenia Muraveva ** 
Timothy Murray ^† 
Deborah Nansteel *^ 
Camila Nylund 
Christopher Oglesby +^ 
William O’Neill 
Andrew Pardini 
Pene Pati +^ 
Simone Piazzola * 
Chester Pidduck 
Laurel Porter 
Taylor Raven *^ 
Johan Reuter 
Brenton Ryan  
Mikayla Sager ^† 
Alexandra Sanchez* 
Kindra Scharich 
Michaela Schuster * 
Taylor See 
Nadine Sierra +^ 
Philip Skinner +^ 
Efraín Solís +^ 
Karah Son* 
Whitney Steele 
Nina Stemme 
Heidi Stober 
Elisa Sunshine ^† 
Jonathan Tetelman * 
Jesslyn Thomas 
Esther Tonea ^† 
Dale Travis +^ 
Yaritza Véliz* 
Denis Vélez 
Ethan Vincent 
Alfred Walker 
Linda Watson* 
Melody Wilson 
Pretty Yende * 
 

CONDUCTORS 
Vassilis Christopoulos ** 
Roberto Kalb* 
Eun Sun Kim 
Sir Donald Runnicles 
Peter Whelan ** 
 
PRODUCTION 
Robert Carsen 
David Hockney 
Olivier Py ** 
 
STAGE DIRECTORS 
Jose Maria Condemi 
Daniel Izzo ** 
Shawna Lucey 
Lorena Maza* 
Peter McClintock 
Amon Miyamoto* 
Matthew Ozawa 
Elkhanah Pulitzer 
Roy Rallo 
 
CHOREOGRAPHERS  
Serge Bennathan * 
Rena Butler * 
John Heginbotham 
Colm Seery 
 
SET DESIGNERS 
Jorge Ballina* 
David Hockney 
Boris Kudlička 
Mimi Lien* 
Alexander V. Nichols 
 
COSTUME DESIGNERS 
Ian Falconer 
Constance Hoffman 
Jessica Jahn 
Eloise Kazan* 
Kenzō Takada * 
 

LIGHTING DESIGNERS 
Fabio Antoci * 
Christine Binder 
Alan Burrett * 
Michael Clark 
David Finn 
Bertrand Killy* 
Yuki Nakase Link* 
Justin Partier 
Victor Zapatero * 
 
PRODUCTION 
DESIGNERS 
Michael Levine 
Pierre-André Weitz * 
Robert Innes Hopkins 
 
VIDEO/PROJECTION 
DESIGNERS 
Bartek Macias 
Bill Morrison* 
Alexander V. Nichols 
 
SOUND DESIGNER 
Mark Grey 
 
SOLO DANCERS 
Alysia Chang 
Brett Conway 
Jamielyn Duggan 
Marian Luna Faustino 
Blanche Hampton 
Marissa Maislen 
Micah Moch 
Christopher Nachtrab 
Jekyns Peláez 
Chiharu Shibata 
Bravita Threatt 
Marcos Vedovetto 
 
* San Francisco Opera 
Debut 
** U.S. Debut 
+ Former Adler Fellow 
† Current Adler Fellow 
^ Former Merola Opera 
Program participant 
Cover Artist 

2022–23 Artists Chorus

San Francisco Opera extends its gratitude and appreciation to the following labor organizations whose 
members, artists, and craftspeople make possible our performances. 

American Federation of Musicians, Local 6 

American Guild of Musical Artists, Inc. 

International Alliance of Theatrical Stage 
Employees, Local 16 

Theatrical Wardrobe Union, Local 784,  I.A.T.S.E 

Make-Up Artists and Hair Stylists Union, Local 706, 
I.A.T.S.E. 

The Art Directors Guild & Scenic, Title and Graphic 
Artists Local 800 

United Scenic Artists Local Usa – 829, I.A.T.S.E. 

Box Office and Front of House Employees Union, 
Local B-18
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† 
+

Alice Cao 
Alysia Chang 

Brett Conway ^ 
Jamielyn Duggan ^ 

Alexandra FitzGibbon 
Blanche Hampton ^  

Bryan Ketron ^ 
Rachel Speidel Little ^ 

Beth Maslinoff 
Jackie McConnell 

Christopher Nachtrab ^ 
Jekyns Peláez ^ 
Maxwell Simoes 

Chiharu Shibata ^  
Marcos Vedovetto 

  
^ Tenured 

Corps Dancers 
Colm Seery, Dance Master 

Antony and Cleopatra  
Sadie Black 

Feliciana Marie Casas 
Guerrero 

Stacey Chien 
Thomas Colletta 

Darius Gray 
Karsten Guthridge 

Nancy Huie 
Ansel Klucsor 

Holly MacCormick 
Tim McCormick 

Ivan Navarro 
Domonique Williams 

Irving Wiltshire 
Atom Young Maguire 
Viva Young Maguire

Eugene Onegin  
Bruce Bowen 

Jim Bowes 
Mark Burstein 

Eric Dew 
Joe Friedman 

Joe Giammarco 
Darius Gray 

Andrew Korniej 
Steve Lavezzoli 
Sherman Lee 

Alliana Lili Yang 
William Liu 

Priscilla Lore 
Gilbert Martinez 
Lynn Meinhardt 

Ron Niewiarowski 

Ely Orquiza 
Ram Ramayanam 

Fernando Sanchez-Riera 
Pablo Sanfrancisco 

Mimi Timberlake 
Ross Uchimura 
Irving Wiltshire 
Laurel Winzler 

Paul Zemlin 
Frank Zepeda 

Supernumeraries 

FIRST VIOLIN 
Kay Stern, Concertmaster 
Laura Albers, Associate Concertmaster † 
Heidi Wilcox,  

Acting Associate Concertmaster+ 
Jennifer Cho,  

Acting Assistant Concertmaster 
Dawn Harms 
Mariya Borozina 
Barbara Riccardi 
Dian Zhang 
Leonid Igudesman 
Jennifer Hsieh 
Asuka Annie Yano 
Wenyi Shih^ 
Robin Hansen^ 
 
SECOND VIOLIN 
Jeremy Preston, Principal 
Martha Simonds, Associate Principal 
Beni Shinohara, Assistant Principal 
Eva Karasik 
Leslie Ludena 
Maya Cohon 
Craig Reiss 
Heeguen Song^ 
 
VIOLA 
Carla Maria Rodrigues, Principal 
Joy Fellows, Acting Associate Principal+ 
Yi Zhou, Acting Assistant Principal ^ 
Emily Liu, Acting Assistant Principal ^ 
Patricia Heller 
Jonna Hervig † 
Natalia Vershilova 
Elizabeth Prior^ 

CELLO 
Thalia Moore, Acting Principal 
Peter Myers,  

Acting Associate Principal+ 
Nora Pirquet,  

Acting Assistant Principal 
Emil Miland 
Victoria Ehrlich † 
Ruth Lane 
Eric Sung^ 
Mark Votapek^ 
 
BASS 
Joseph Lescher, Principal 
Jonathan Lancelle,  

Associate Principal + 
Steven D’Amico,  

Assistant Principal 
Shinji Eshima 
Evan Hillis^ 
 
FLUTE 
Julie McKenzie, Principal 
Michelle Caimotto^ 
Stephanie McNab+ 
 
PICCOLO 
Stephanie McNab 
 
OBOE 
Mingjia Liu, Principal †  
Gabriel Young, Acting Principal  
Alex DiThomas^ 
Benjamin Brogadir ^ 

ENGLISH HORN 
Alex DiThomas^ 
Benjamin Brogadir ^ 
 
CLARINET 
Jose Gonzalez Granero, Principal 
Joanne Burke Eisler,  

Assistant Principal † 
Matthew Boyles^ 
Anthony Striplen † 
Junghwan Lee^ 
 
BASS CLARINET 
Anthony Striplen † 
Junghwan Lee^ 
 
BASSOON 
Rufus Olivier, Principal 
Daniel MacNeill+ 
Michael Severance † 
Shawn Jones^ 
 
CONTRABASSOON 
Michael Severance † 
Shawn Jones^ 
 
FRENCH HORN 
Kevin Rivard, Principal 
Keith Green 
Brian McCarty+ 
Meredith Brown^ 
Logan Bryck^ 
Caitlyn Smith-Franklin^ 
 
TRUMPET 
Adam Luftman, Principal 
Scott Macomber^ 
John Pearson+

TROMBONE 
Samuel Schlosser, Principal 
Jeffrey Budin^ 
David Ridge 
 
BASS TROMBONE 
David Ridge, Principal 
 
TUBA/CIMBASSO 
Zachariah Spellman, Principal 
 
TIMPANI 
John Burgardt, Principal 
 
PERCUSSION 
Richard Kvistad,  

Principal/Associate Timpani † 
Patricia Niemi, Acting Principal 
Victor Avdienko^ 
 
HARP 
Annabelle Taubl ^ 
 
ADDITIONAL MUSICIANS 
Cimbalom, Chester Englander 
Celeste, Laura Poe 
 
LIBRARIAN 
Carrie Weick 
Kevin Myers, Assistant 
 
ORCHESTRA MANAGER 
Tracy Davis 
Kevin Myers, Assistant 
 
† = Leave of absence 
+ = Principal for one or more  

Fall season operas 
^ = Season Substitute 

Orchestra 
Eun Sun Kim, Music Director 
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SAN FRANCISCO OPERA

C O S T U M E  S H O P  

Jai Alltizer (22),  

Costume Shop Manager 

Galen Till (18),  

Senior Production Supervisor 

Cassandra Carpenter,  

Production Supervisor 

Manuel Gutierrez (23),  

Production Coordinator 

Sally Thomas (23),  

Master Tailor 

Amy Ashton-Keller (29),  

Master Draper 

Barbara Ebel (14), Senior Draper 

Santiago Suanes (13), Men’s Draper 

Abdiel Portalatin Perez, Draper 

Paula Wheeler (31), Senior Milliner 

Amy Van Every (38), Senior Dyer 

Andrea Phillips, Assitant Dyer 

Jersey McDermott (23),  

Senior Craftsperson/Shoe Specialist 

Kelly Koehn, Ed Fonseca,  

Kathy Roberts, Craftpersons 

Emma Lehman, Kristen Tracy (15), 

Assistant Cutters 

Nika Cassaro, Taylor Newell,  

Kaitlyn Patrick, First Hand 

Robyn Marsh, Victoria Mortimer, 

Costume Assistants 

 

COSTUME TECHNICIANS 

Miriam Acosta (25), Karla Fix,  

Hoa Fong (24), Gillian Haratani (11), 

Yui Takenouchi, Ashley Granbow, 

Sabrina Baladad-Perez,  

Katherine Stein, Katherine Griffith, 

Haoyu Yao, Meg Horan,  

Amanda Mitchell, Sara Morimoto, 

Mikael Nohai, Sarah Ellen Smith, 

Charles Sullivan,  

Yesenia Villenasenor,  

Robert Whitehurst 

 

 

W A R D R O B E  D E P A R T M E N T  

 

CORE CREW  

Nicolas Chacon,  

Linda Edwards (24),  

Edward Fonseca (11),  

Claudia Holaday (43),  

Lorraine Lewis (10),  

Barbara Nicholas (24),  

Rachell Nichols,  

Phil Perry (25),  

Patrick Sanchez (13),  

Don Smith (26),  

Scott Stewart (22),  

Grisel Torres,  

Kirsten Tucker (19)

DRESSERS  

Paula Barish, Kathleen Blake (10),  

John Goldsmith, Thomas Hoffman, 

Andrew Koch, Michael Kruzich,  

Jeffery Larsen, Jennifer O’Neill (10),  

Mark Saladino, Janice Stephenson,  

Mary Still, Charles Sullivan,  

Anastasia Todish, Grisel Torres,  

Arleen Young 

 

 

W I G ,  H A I R ,  A N D   

M A K E U P  D E P A R T M E N T  

 

SENIOR WIG ARTISTS 

Maur Sela 

Erin Hennessy 

 

WIG ARTISTS 

Tori Grayum 

Lindsay Saier 

 

SHOW CALL FOREPERSONS 

Karalynne Fiebig,  

Consuelo Lopez-Robbins,  

Christina Martin, Sharon Peng,  

Sophia Smith 

 

PRINCIPAL AND SHOWCALL WIG, 

HAIR, AND MAKEUP ARTISTS 

Shana Astrachan, Julliet Bernal,  

Melanie Birch, Vanessa Blanchard Lee, 

Kristen Campbell, Calli Carvajal,  

Sarah Coy, Karalynne Fiebig,  

Marisela Garcia, Dulce Gastelum,  

Denise Gutierrez, Erin Hennessy,  

Arina Izadi, Roxie Jonson,  

Kendall Krouse, Consuelo Lopez-Robbins,  

Amber Loudermilk, Letzy Lugo,  

Christina Martin, Toby Mayer,  

Jessica Mayeux, Robert Mrazik,  

Gloria Mueller, Leilani Norman,  

Lisa Patnoe, Sharon Peng,  

Maurisa Rondeau, Lindsay Saier,  

Tim Santry, David Searle, Maur Sela, 

Sophie Smith, Erica Villanueva,  

Kimberly Virgen, Lisa Zomer 

 

 

S C E N E  S H O P  

Amy Broussard, Dennis Forry,  

Joel Morgante, Jesse Hazzard,  

Christian Martinez, Dylan Maxson,  

Scott Whitten, Jeff Palmer,  

Loren Patterson, Michael Ramirez, 

James Ryan, Eila Saarni,  

Victor Sanchez (25), Angelo Montiague, 

Frederick Wielandt (25) 

 

 

S C E N I C  A R T  D E P A R T M E N T  

Lauren Abrams, Jennifer Bennes, 

Wayne Olds, Debbie “Vola” Ruben

C A R P E N T R Y  D E P A R T M E N T  

Michael Accurso (32),  

Night Crew Foreman 

Dominic Casazza (19), Assitant Key Flyman 

Gabriel Castellani (12), Automation Key 

Michael Chapman (10), Key 

Dennis Criswell 

Paul Delatorre (23), Key 

Greg Harsha (23), Key 

Geoffrey R. Heron (16) 

Geoffrey W. Heron (28), Key 

Philip Heron, (20),  

Automation and Rigging Foreman 

Ed Joe, Warehouse Foreman 

Nick Kukielka 

Michael Martino 

Alex Meyer (28) 

Ethan Ng 

Harry Niedzwetzki (30) 

John O’Donnell, Key Flyman 

Enrique Pronio 

Michael Ramirez 

Ty Russell 

Bartholomew Ryan 

James Ryan 

Kenneth Ryan (40) 

Michael Ryan 

Eila Saarni 

Gregory Shaff (34), Key 

Cyrus Sindicich 

Sean Walden (11) 

Randy Walsh (20), Assistant Key 

Collin Whitfield 

Sammy Wong 

 

 

P R O P E R T Y  D E P A R T M E N T  

Scott Barringer (22), Key 

Christy Carter 

James Eldredge (18), Shop Mechanic 

Hilary Engelman 

Andy Falkner 

Qris Fry 

Patricia Hewett (15), Assistant Key 

Myron Seth Isaacs (22), Key 

Mark Kotschnig (20), Key 

John Matlock, Assistant Key 

Beth Ozarow (26), Out of House Key 

Noah Peacock 

Tara Pellack 

Dawn Roth-Golden 

Gretchen Scharfenberg 

Sarah Shores (15), Shop Mechanic 

Morgan Womble-Dahl 

 

 

E L E C T R I C  D E P A R T M E N T  

Eugene Ahn, Gel Room 

Juan Aldana (18) 

Rebecca Bernal 

John Boatwright (35),  

House Head Electrician 

Ariel Bott, Assistant Key Stage Left 

Erik Docktor (15), Projection Programmer 

Amy Domjan, Layout Electrician 

Stephen Echerd (19) 

Will Grunig (20) 

Robert Haycock, Key Stage Right 

Ana Gabriela Hernandez-McKig 

Geoff Heron (13), Pyro Technician 

Bernard Honigman (23),  

Key Light Board Operator 

Karen Jine 

Brendan Kierans, Electric Shop Foreman 

Sophie Landau 

Sonia Martinez 

Maria Mendoza (34), Projection Coordinator 

Glenn Quilici, Assistant Key Stage Right 

Kevin Quintero 

Matthew Reynolds 

William Rodriguez 

Kirt Siders, Data Administrator 

Andrew Sproule (23), Key Stage Left 

Jax Steager,  

Assistant Key Light Board Operator 

 

 

A U D I O  D E P A R T M E N T  

Emad Dajani 

Christine Dumke 

Deanne Franklin 

Kimberly Griess, Key 

Kevin McKereghan 

Ryan Napoli 

Tod Nixon, Key (24) 

Billy Schmidt 

 

 

M E D I A  D E P A R T M E N T  

Jennie Clark 

Chris Dulmage 

Steven Gianfermo 

Michael Hanchett 

Bob Hines 

Mitchell Kell, Video Editor 

Elliott Rice 

Brian Shimetz 

Uwe Willenbacher (14), Audio Editor 

 

 

S T U D I O  T E A C H E R S  

Donnell Barnes 

Carolyn Crimley  

Dana Gray 

Lua Hadar 

Karen Kindig 

Victoria Northridge 

 

W R A N G L E R S  

Sadie Black 

Liz Pasha 

Diana Young 

 

Employees who have served the 

Company for more than ten years are 

listed with their years of service. 

Backstage Personnel
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Your young 
professionals’ 
community.
Celebrate the Centennial with a 
growing community of new and 
longtime opera lovers. 

BRAVO! Club is your access to special 
offers and exclusive member events.  

Invest in the future of opera as an 
Orpheus BRAVO! Club member and 
enjoy additional offerings to bring 
you closer to this incredible artform.

P H O T O S :  D R E W  A LT I Z E R  P H O T O G R A P H Y.
S C A N  T O  J O I N

P H O T O S :  D R E W  A LT I Z E R  P H O T O G R A P H Y

Donate today to unlock your access 
and create a collective impact.
Discover more about BRAVO! Club and Orpheus at S F O P E R A . C O M / Y O U N G P R O F E S S I O N A L S



San Francisco Opera Orchestra

Kay Stern 
Concertmaster

Laura Albers 
Associate 

Concertmaster

Heidi Wilcox 
Acting Associate 
Concertmaster

Jennifer Cho 
Acting Assistant 
Concertmaster

Dawn Harms 
First Violin

Mariya Borozina 
First Violin

Barbara Riccardi 
First Violin

Dian Zhang 
First Violin

Leonid Igudesman 
First Violin

Jennifer Hsieh  
First Violin

Asuka Annie Yano 
First Violin

Wenyi Shih  
First Violin 

Regular Substitute

Robin Hansen  
First Violin 

Regular Substitute

Jeremy Preston 
Principal 

Second Violin

Martha Simonds 
Associate Principal 

Second Violin

Beni Shinohara 
Assistant Principal 

Second Violin

Eva Karasik 
Second Violin

Leslie Ludena 
Second Violin

Maya Cohon  
Second Violin

Craig Reiss 
Second Violin

Heeguen Song 
Second Violin  

Regular Substitute

Peter Myers 
Acting Assistant 
Principal, Cello

Nora Pirquet 
Acting Assistant 
Principal, Cello

Emil Miland 
Cello

Victoria Ehrlich 
Cello

Ruth Lane 
Cello

Eric Sung  
Cello  

Regular Substitute

Joseph Lescher 
Principal  

Bass

Carla Maria Rodrigues 
Principal  

Viola

Joy Fellows 
Acting Associate 
Principal, Viola

Patricia Heller 
Viola

Jonna Hervig 
Viola

Natalia Vershilova 
Viola

Elizabeth Prior 
Viola 

Regular Substitute

Thalia Moore 
Acting Principal 

Cello
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SAN FRANCISCO OPERA

Jonathan Lancelle 
Associate Principal 

Bass

Steven D’Amico 
Assistant Principal 

Bass

Shinji Eshima 
Bass

Julie McKenzie 
Principal 

Flute

Stephanie McNab 
Flute & Piccolo

Mingjia Liu 
Principal 

Oboe

Gabriel Young 
Acting Principal  

Oboe

Jose Gonzalez 
Granero 

Principal Clarinet

Joanne Burke Eisler 
Assistant Principal 

Clarinet

Anthony Striplen 
Clarinet &  

Bass Clarinet

Rufus Olivier 
Principal  
Bassoon

Daniel MacNeill 
Bassoon

Michael Severance 
Bassoon & 

Contrabassoon

Kevin Rivard 
Principal  

Horn

Keith Green 
Horn

Brian McCarty 
Associate Principal 

Horn

Adam Luftman 
Principal  
Trumpet

John Pearson 
Trumpet

Scott Macomber 
Trumpet 

Regular Substitute

Samuel Schlosser 
Principal Trombone

David Ridge 
Principal 

Bass Trombone

Zachariah Spellman 
Tuba/Cimbasso

John Burgardt 
Timpani

Richard Kvistad 
Principal Percussion & 

Associate Timpani

Patricia Niemi 
Acting Principal 

Percussion

Tracy Davis 
Orchestra Manager

Carrie Weick 
Librarian

SAN FRANCISCO OPERA ORCHESTRA  CONTINUED

Most photos by John Martin.  
Not pictured: Emily Liu (Viola), Yi Zhou (Viola), Mark Votapek (Cello), Evan Hillis (Bass),  
Michelle Caimotto (Flute), Benjamin Brogadir (Oboe), Alex DiThomas (Oboe),  
Shawn Jones (Bassoon), Matthew Boyles (Clarinet), Junghwan Lee (Clarinet), 
Meredith Brown (Horn), Caitlyn Smith-Franklin (Horn), Logan Bryck (Horn), Jeffrey Budin (Trombone),  
Victor Advienko (Percussion), Annabelle Taubl (Harp), Kevin Myers (Assistant Orchestra Manager and Librarian)

Orch, Chorus, Dancer headshots September 2022.qxp_Headshotpages  8/25/22  5:02 PM  Page 2

encorespotlight.com   57



Chester Pidduck 
Tenor

Fernando Ruiz 
Tenor

Sigmund Seigel 
Tenor 

Leave of Absence

Jonathan Smucker 
Tenor

Andrew Truett 
Tenor

William Lee Bryan 
Baritone

Anders Fröhlich 
Baritone

SAN FRANCISCO OPERA ORCHESTRA  CONTINUED

Nadima Avakian 
Soprano

Kathleen Bayler 
Soprano

Sara Colburn 
Soprano

Clare Demer 
Soprano

Claire Kelm 
Soprano

Elisabeth Rom Lucio 
Soprano

Liesl McPherrin 
Soprano

Angela Eden Moser 
Soprano

Rachelle Perry 
Soprano

Carole Schaffer 
Soprano

Jesslyn Thomas 
Soprano

Buffy Baggott  
Mezzo-Soprano

Elizabeth Baker 
Mezzo-Soprano

Janet Campbell 
Mezzo-Soprano

Silvie Jensen 
Mezzo-Soprano

Courtney Miller 
Mezzo-Soprano

Sally Mouzon 
Mezzo-Soprano

Sally Porter Munro 
Mezzo-Soprano 

Leave of Absence

Erin Neff 
Mezzo-Soprano

Laurel Cameron 
Porter 

Mezzo-Soprano

Nicole Takesono 
Mezzo-Soprano

San Francisco Opera Regular Chorus

C. Michael Belle 
Tenor

Alan Cochran 
Tenor

Patrick Hagen 
Tenor

Daniel Harper 
Tenor

Christopher Jackson 
Tenor

Michael Jankosky 
Tenor

Phillip Pickens 
Tenor
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Andrew Thomas 
Pardini 

Baritone

Jere Torkelsen 
Baritone

Wilford Kelly 
Bass

Bojan Knežević 
Bass

William O’Neill 
Bass

William Pickersgill 
Bass

Valery Portnov 
Bass 

SAN FRANCISCO OPERA REGULAR CHORUS  CONTINUED  

Jamielyn Duggan Brett Conway Blanche Hampton Bryan Ketron Rachel Speidel Little Christopher Nachtrab Jekyns Pelaez

San Francisco Opera Corps Dancers

Chiharu Shibata 

Not pictured: Whitney Steele, Mezzo-Soprano 

Most photos by John Martin.   

Carole Schaffer by Pamela Dale and Jonathan Smucker by Lisa Keating.
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P H O T O :  E R I C  F R A Z I E R

Build the Future
of Opera

San Francisco Opera was built by a grassroots campaign of innovative opera lovers back in 1922.
So much has changed since then, but this stage as a place where we tell our community’s stories

and share profound emotional experiences together is more needed than ever.

B R I N G  T H E  P O W E R  O F  O P E R A  I N T O  T H E  N E X T  C E N T U R Y
B Y  M A K I N G  T H E  M O S T  G E N E R O U S  G I F T  Y O U  C A N !

Our donors provide the vital resources needed to bring this transformative art form to life,
collectively covering 75% of the Company’s operating expenses.

Your gift today means that we can bring more diverse stories and new productions to our stage,
train the next generation of young artists, and provide critical music education in our local schools.

Please join us in celebrating our Centennial Season by making a gift today.
Visit sfopera.com/donate or call (415) 565-3212.
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Individual Giving

S U S TA I N I N G  PAT R O N  
$1,000–$1,999 
Marcia A. & Richard M. Abrams 
Mr. Michael Accurso & Ms. Maria Lococo 
Richard & Connie Adams 
Mr. Matthew Adrianowycz 
Ian Aitchison 
Dr. Daniel S. Alegria & Dr. Mary Page Hufty 
Susann & Marc Allen 
Mrs. Theodore W. Anderson 
Ms. Kathryn Appleton 
Mr. & Ms. Jason Araghi 
Ms. Olga Arango 
Mr. & Mrs. John S. Arnold 
Mr. Vikram Arora 
Margaret Ann Augustine 
Ms. Mary Baiamonte 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Baldocchi 
Ms. Laima Baltusis 
Dr. Flora Banuett 
Mr. William Barnaby 
David N. Barnard 
Albert Bartridge 
Amy Bastow 
Ms. Donna Batson 

in memory of Katharine Batson 
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Bauman 
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Baumann 
Ms. Beverly R. Benson 
John & Cheryl Benson 
Ms. Lynn Berger 
Anna & Robert P. Berryman, Jr. 
Mr. Tapan Bhat 
Charles & Lenore Bleadon 
Janet Nye Blomquist 
Dr. Jennifer Bock Hughes  

& Mr. Harold O. Hughes 
Mr. Richard & Mrs. Joanne Bogart 
Mr. & Mrs. David Bogy 
Dr. Morris Bol & Mr. Lewis Crickard 
Patricia J. Boone 
Mrs. Patricia Bovan-Campbell 
Malcolm H. Bowles 
Ms. Joan K. Boyd 
Stevan Bradley 
Mr. Robert C. Brandt 
Meridith Braun 
Michael Bravo 

in honor of Sophia Bravo 
Stephen & Paula Breitbart 
Ms. Wendy Breuer & Mr. Charles Crane 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Brock 
Gabe & Trish Brovedani 
Edith Brown 
Jess Brown 
Timothy & Margaret Brown 
Mr. Audrius Budrys 
Ms. Lisa Burkett 
Barbra & Eric Burman 
Richard Buth & James Schull 
Mr. Gerald Cahill & Ms. Kathleen S. King 
Mark Calvano 
Cathleen Cameron 
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Vaccaro 
Keith Cantrelle 
Christine Cariati & Cliff Gerrish 

Ms. Elizabeth Carlin 
Mr. Timothy A. Carlton 
Cawley Carr 
Mr. Steven Cassinelli 
Maria Castellucci Moore 
Mark Cavagnero 
Dr. Shahla Chehrazi 
Dr. Leo & Mrs. Julia Cheng 
Lori Chipps 
Anna Chung 
Kelly Clarke & Lin Yu 
Mr. Douglas Clary 
Barbara Cohen 
Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence K. Cohen 
Ms. Emily G. Cole 
Katie Colendich 
Mr. Stephen L. Collier & Mr. Frank A. Patt 
Marian E. Collins 
Ms. Elizabeth Colton 
Mary J. Combs 
Mrs. Moira Conzelman 
Clyde & Ann Coombs 
Hugh J. Coughlin 
Mrs. James E. Court 
Frank Cristobal 
Matthew Crossland 
Mr. Bradford Crowell 
Ms. Ruth Curry 
Ms. Dorian Daley 
Mr. & Mrs. James Daley 
Ms. Jean L. Dana 
Dandelion, in honor of Pamela Rosenberg 
Mr. & Mrs. Ricardo De Monet 
Ms. Anna Dean 
Dr. Lee R. DeBow 
Ronald Denchfield, in memory of Patricia 

Brawley Molvar 
Ms. Marta De Pierris 
Ms. Mary DesJardins &  

Dr. Susan E. DesJardins 
Ms. Karel Detterman 
Thomas P. & Veronica C. Devitt 
Amie Dewane 
Marta Diaz 
Stanley J. Dirks 
Mr. Barry Dixon 
Judith Donahue 
Ms. Eileen M. Dong 
Ms. Jeanne Dorward 
Mr. Gregory S. Dubinsky 
Edma Dumanian 
Meredith Dunn 
Fynnette Eaton & James Miller 
Shannon Eliot 
Caroline & Robert Eshleman 
Holly Farrell 
David Favrot & Katherine Brown 
Ms. Jennifer Fearon 
Cantor & Mrs. Martin Feldman 
Kenzie Ferguson 
Nikola Filby 
Ellen Finch 
Mr. Jeffrey Fine 
Ms. Leah Fine 
Candace Fitzgerald 
Lucille V. Fjoslien 

Claire & Jeff Fluhr 
Ms. Deanna Fong & Mr. David Stallwood 
Peggy W. Forbes & Harry Bremond 
Ms. Samia Foster 
Daniel Frank 
Mr. Steven W. Frank 
Mr. Zephyr Frank 
Dr. Lorry & Karen Frankel 
Jim & Karen Frassetto 
Eliot & Cynthia Fried 
Ms. Shelley Frisbie 
Margaret E. Garms 
Max Gasner 
Nathalie Giauque 
Ms. Gene P. Gibson 
Ms. Krista Giovara 
Tiffany Glant 
Joyce Glazer 
Steven H. Goldberg, M.D. &  

Sandee Blechman 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Goldman 
Paul Goldstein & Dena Mossar 
Ms. Galina Gomberg 
Ms. JoAnn Close & Mr. Michael Good 
Ms. Barbara Goza 
Kenneth P. Gray 

in memory of Theadora Gray 
Mrs. Edith B. Greene 
Deborah A. Greer 
Dr. Patricia L. Griffin 
Mr. Erich Gruen 
Al Guido 
Brian & Elizaveta Gustafson 
Catherine Habiger & Richard Ruby 
Mr. & Mrs. Sean Hafeez 
Dr. Holly & Mr. Randall Haight 
Ms. Laila Halsteen 
Mrs. Deborah Halter 
Peter & Harriet Hanauer 
Mary & Michael Hanemann 
Eric & Krista Hanson 
Kelly & Sandy Harcourt 
Roy Dean Hardy 
Mojgan & Farr Hariri 
Ms. Anette L. Harris 
Dr. Hunter P. Harris 
Ms. Noosheen Hashemi 
Tom Hixson & Kevin Sarmento 
Ms. Karla Haynes 
David Hearth 
Dr. Vincent Hentz 
Ms. Joan Herron 
Mr. & Mrs. Clifford Hersh 
Frederic & Sandra Hirschfield 
Linda Hobson 
Melvin Hodges 
Michael Hofmann 
Dr. Susan Holbrook & James B. Florey, M.D. 
Rosalie Holtz 
Richard & Bebe Hoppe 
Dr. Michael Horn 
Soozan Hoss 
Raymond & Karen Houck 
Ms. Sally V. Houston 
Ms. Constance Howard 
Hansen Hsiung 

Hing On Hsu 
Mr. & Mrs. Henry P. Huff III 
Frank Humberstone 
Donald Bruce Hunter 
Mrs. Carolyn T. Hutton 
Mr. Harold M. Isbell 
Mr. & Mrs. Kambiz Jalili 
Ms. Hermia James 
Mr. & Mrs. Claude Jarman, Jr. 
Glen Jarvis 
Jeraldine Johnson 
Ms. Patricia Johnson 
Harvey L. Jones 
Andrea G. Julian 
Mrs. Susan Kaplan 
Mr. & Ms. Michael Katten 
Bennett R. & Suzy* Katz 
Sy Kaufman & Kerstin Edgerton 
Dr. Yelda Kaya 
Kathryn Kearney 
John Keeley 
Scott & Jan Kilner 
Varvara Kirchner 
Ms. Juanita Kizor 
Elise Knittle 
Daniel & Susan Kocher 
Ms. Yashomati Koul 
Nancy Ann Kraus 
Charles Kredensor & Frederic Saunders 
Paul & Jackie Kuckein 
Kenneth & Monica Kulander 
Ms. Silvia Kuzmicz 
Dominique Laffont 
Ms. Angela Lai 
William R. Lambert 
Steve Lavezzoli 
Mr. Stefan Lazar 
Ms. Marcia Lazer 
Edward & Jennifer Lee 
Ms. Fay Lee 
Grace Lee 
Dr. Howard Lee 
Ms. Lucinda Lee 
Richard* & Patricia Taylor Lee 
Edgar & Joyce Lehmann 
Mr. Harvey Lehtman 
Kathleen Leones 
Ms. Marcia Leonhardt 
Ms. Marguerite Leoni 
Ms. Roxanne Leung 
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald S. Levin 
Dr. F. Chaney Li 
Ms. Michelle Li 
Ginger Liess 
Mr. Ivan R. Linscott 
Janet K. Littlefield 
John Livingston & Frances Etow 
Frank & Sally Lopez 
Richard & Theresa Chen Louie 
Mr. John Lounsbery 
Kathleen & Dexter Lowry 
Frances Lozano 
George F. Lucas & Tom Rothgiesser 
Ms. Janet Luck & Mr. Stephen Kealhofer 
Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence Ludgus 
Joann Lum 

* deceased

The collective support of San Francisco Opera’s generous donor family keeps world class opera on the stage and brings 
transformative community programs to students and families. Each year, support from individuals like you accounts for 
75% of the revenue needed to create great opera.  
 
Listed gifts were received between August 1, 2021 and August 22, 2022. We have made every effort to ensure the 
accuracy of our donor listings. If we have misspelled or omitted a name, please accept our apology and notify us at (415) 
565-3212 so that we may update our records accordingly. With gratitude, we recognize donors below in bold who have 
made increased gifts to support our Centennial season.
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Paul Luperini 
James & Deborah Lyerla 
Dr. & Mrs. Laurence R. Lyons 
Ms. Barbara J. Lyss 
Charles & Nancy Mack 
Mr. & Mrs. William H. Madison 
Ms. Virginia G. Martin 
Ms. Alex Marzano 
Mr. Gilbert E. Matthews 
Timothy B. McCormick 
Lore Mcgovern 
Mr. Robert McKague 
Ms. Maureen McKeown 
Dr. Mary McNabb & Daniel McNabb 
Craig Melchert 
Ms. Suzanne R. Mellen 
Tessa & John Melvin 
Thomas & Barbara Metcalf 
Knute Michael & Ginna Dean Miller 
Annika Mickos 
Christine Miller & Gary Glaser 
Mr. & Mrs. James Milner 
Sean Minnig & Matt Evans 
Mr. Ken Mitchell 
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Mocker 
Ms. Karen Moneta 
Sue Montgomery 
E. Craig Moody 
Sherilyn Moody 
Mr. Douglas G. Moore 
Mr. Joshua J. Morgan III 
Bruce & Nancy Mosbacher 

in honor of Karen J. Kubin 
Deborah Mosser 
Mr. Robert Mukai 
Mr. Paul Munro 
John H. & Elizabeth B. Munz 
Mr. David Murphy 
Chandru Murthi 
John & Diane Musgrave 
Nariman & Faramarz Naderi 
Farrah & Ramin Naimi 
Mr. Anthony Nash & Mrs. Dorene Cotter 
Mr. & Mrs. James Craig Nelson 
Marina & Ben Nelson 
Mr. Carl & Mrs. Wenlan Ng 
Mr. Richard Niemi 
Ronald & Elizabeth Niewiarowski 
Jim & Brenda Nirenstein 
Ms. Kay Noel 
Mrs. Hillevi A. Null 
Ms. Patricia O’Brien 
Ms. Teri O’Brien 
Dr. Michael O’Connor & Dr. Patricia O’Connor 
Ms. Ellen A. O’Donnell 
Fran & John O’Sullivan 
Judith Ocken 
Donna & Robert Oliver 
Mr. & Mrs. William Randolph Oscarson 
Bruce Osterweil & Patricia Furlong 
Burak Over 
The Rev. David F. Pace 
Ellice J. Papp 
Peter Pastreich & Jamie Whittington 
Thomas & Sheryl Paukert 

in memory of Bob & Louise Jenkins 
Doug & Elke Paul 
Ms. Karmen Chingju Peng 
Peter Jaret & Steven Peterson 
Ms. Susan D. Peterson 
Dr. Lawrence & Elizabeth Petz 
Allen & Joyce Phipps 
Steve & Meg Piatek 
Karen Pierce 
Peter Pierson 
Douglas Pinter 
Maria Policroniades 
Stephen Powell 
Mr. Michael David Press 
Peggy & Peter Preuss 
Dr. David Priest & Rev. Eric Nefstead 
Christopher Quill 

Majid & Maryam Rahimian 
Shirin & Jarad Rahimian 
Mr. Ramchandra Rajeshinde 
David & Mary Raub 
Philip & Carla Reed 
Rossannah Reeves 
Laurie Renny Reich & Rudolph Reich 
Mr. William Reilly 
Mr. Stanley Reis 
Mr. William E. Reller 
Ms. Karen A. Reuther 
Ms. Grace Reyes 
James & Lori Richardson 

in honor of Marc & Sheila Andrus 
Julie & Christopher Ridley 
Robert Ripps & Steven Spector 
David O. Robinson 
Mr. & Mrs. James M. Rockett 
Artagnan & Trish Rodriguez 
Janet & Michael Rodriguez 
Rick & Stephanie Rogers 
Ms. Heli Roiha & Ms. Therissa McKelvey 
Lynn Roller & John Wagoner 
Elizabeth B. Ross 
Mrs. Afie Royo 
Eric Ryan 
Susan & Soheil Saadat 
Dr. & Mrs. David & Bonnie Sachs 
Jordan Sachs & Jeannie Sack 
Laurie Samitaur Smith 
Mr. & Mrs. Warren H. Sandell 
Mr. Jeffrey Sant 
Lisa Sattler Peters 
Dr. Heinrich Schelbert 
Mr. Frank Schirrmeister 
Dr. Paula Schlesinger 
Rev. Paul J. Schmidt & Rev. Gerard K. Moran 
Robert P. Schneider 
Ms. Sarah Schoellkopf & Mr. William Neil 
Russell Schrader 
Betty J. Schreiner, M.D. 
Mr. Vincent Schrupp 
Mr. James Scillian 
Ms. Dorothy Scott 
Jon & NoraLee Sedman 
Ray & Lou Ann Seghesio 
Mrs. Anna Seletsky & Mr. Vladimir Krutenev 
Tom & Robin Selfridge 
Robert Semans 
Grant & Joni Settlemier 
Ms. & Mr. Patricia Shanks 
Vandana & Arvind Sharma 
Mr. Andrey Shaw 
Mr. William J. Sheehan III 
Judy & Wylie Sheldon 
James R. Shevock 
Mr. Tyler Shewbert 
John Imboden & Dolores Shoback 
Diana & Richard Shore 
Ms. Joan M. Silva 
Ms. Christine W. Silver 
Mr. Will Simpson 
Poonam Singh 
Kittisak Sirijaroonchai 
Darold Skerritt & Judy Lind 
Lawrence & Jacqueline Slayen 
Mr. Albert G. Smith 
Ms. Andrea B. Smith 
Patricia & Fred Smith 
Ms. Joyce T. Smith 
Mary Ann Somerville 
Michael & Susan Southworth 
Robert L. Speer & John Wong 
Ms. Doris Spencer 
Kim Spitler & Richard Dulin  

in memory of Gregg C. Spitler 
Mr. William Stanisich & Mr. Jim Meyer 
Carol & Harvey Steiman 
Mr. Robert M. Stenburg 
Mr. Michael Stevens 
Richard W. Stevens 
Jacqueline Stewart 

Ms. JoAnn Stewart 
Mr. John Stocker 
Blanche Germain Streeter 
Mr. Randall J. Strossen & Ms. Elizabeth 

Hammond 
Ms. Terri Stuart 
Ms. Phyllis Sutton 
Ms. France Szeto 
Ms. Susan K. Tanner 
Mr. & Mrs. Cyrus Beheshti 
Vivian Tero 
Gerard & Krista Terstiege 
Jane Thomas 
Charlise Tiee & Scott Grieder 
Mr. Ralph Tiegel 
Anthony & Barbara Tonso 
Lynne Toribara & Brian Howard 
Ms. Lenda Townsend-Williams 
Mr. Thomas Tragardh & Mr. David Cortez 
Jennifer Godward Trainor 
Mr. Tom Trainor 
Elizabeth & Stephen Tumbas 
Carol Turner 
Mr. Earl Turner 
Mr. John Tuteur 
Mr. Herbert Uetz 
Mr. Yuri Undorf 
Natalia & Israel Hernandez 
Stephanie Vacher 
Cornelis van Aalst 
Prof. & Mrs. Gregory Van Acker 
Axel Van Chee 
Paul E. van Dyk 
John & Janet Venturino 
Mr. & Mrs. Clark Vilas 
Fred & Ridley Virdeh 
Mr. Nicola Volpi 
Michael Vyvoda 
Robert ‘Tad’ S. Walker V 

in honor of Speight Jenkins 
Kira Wampler 
Samantha Wang 
Robert Ward 
Mr. & Mrs. John H. Warren 
Mr. Keith R. Weed 
Barbara Weinberg 

in memory of Matthew Weinberg 
Dr. & Mrs. Stephen Weinstein 
JoAnn Weisel 
Mr. David Welliver 
Paul Werner 
Mr. John West 
Ron & Anne White 
Jennifer Widener 
Ms. Gayle A. Wiesner 
Douglas W. Williams &  

Madelyn C. Bedig-Williams 
Mr. Andrew Wilson 
Barbara & Mordechai Winter 
Lynn M. Wolter 
Mr. Brendan Wood 
Judith B. Workman 
Donald R. Worn 
Mr. Ingu Yun 
Vincent & Joyce Zarcone 
Edward Sarkiss & Elizabeth Zareh Sarkiss 
Mr. William T. Zaumen 
Mrs. Hong Zhou 
Anonymous (21)  
 
 

P R I N C I PA L PAT R O N  
$2,000–$2,999 
Dr. Valerie Abad & Mehdi Ghadiani 
Mr. Ernesto Alfaro 
Mr. Thomas Alfieri 
Mrs. Maria Alger 
Sonbol Aliabadi 
Mr.* & Mrs. Anthony Arlen 
Denise Anker 
Ms. Elizabeth Avakian 
Ms. Ann Baer 

Ms. Virginia Bale 
Nina & Charles E. Belle 
Adam Arthur Bier & Rachel Lem 
Beverley & Ron Borelli 
Ben & Noël Bouck 
Mr. Lawrence Brackett 
Mr. & Mrs. David W. Brady 
Dr. Roberta Brokaw 
Mrs. Kathleen M. Brown 
Karen Burtness Prak & Jan Willem Prak 
Edith & David Cassel 
Charles & Deryl Castellano 
Dr. Karen Castle 
Martin Checov & Timothy J. Bause 
Richard & Sylvia Condon 
Devan Nielsen & Elizabeth Connell-Nielsen 
Dr. & Mrs. William R. Crain 
Shannon & Dan Cronan 
Holly & Michael Cuggino 
Dr. Vivien & Stephen D’Andrea 
Donald & Jeanne Dana 
Dr. & Mrs. Philip S. Dauber 
Ms. Antonia DeMatto 
Nina Bancroft Dickerson 
Maria & Henry Donahoe 
Mary Lou Dorking 
Mr. Gregory J. Kelly & Dr. Kathy E. Down 
Kirk & Thara Edson 
Jennifer Emerson 
Anne & Peter Esmonde 
Ms. Sandra Farris 
Firestone Family Foundation 
Elise & Tully Friedman 
Janet Gallin 

in honor of Sissel Ramirez 
David Gantsweg 
Mr. Gary Garabedian 
Mr. George C. Garcia 
David Giltinan 
Philip Goward 
Mary & Nicholas* Graves 
Ann C. Grove & Richard Green 
Miss Ursula Grunfeld 
Maud Hallin 
Patricia Handeland 
Joyce & James 
Ms. Roslyn Harrison 

in memory of Dana Harrison 
Mr. Fred Hartwick 
Diane & Richard Hohl 
Carol Holden 
Mr. Robert H. Horowitz 
Kathryn Huber & Larry A. Binkley 
Ms. Mary Idso 
Mr. & Mrs. George Jurkowich 
Diana Hoffman 
Ms. Kathleen Kenney 
Susan Keyes & Jim Sulat 
Ms. Katharine Kleinke 
Ms. Alyssa T. Koo 
Dr. & Mrs. Frederic Kraemer 
Allan & Linda Kramer 
Joan Shelbourne Kwansa 
Kewchang Lee, M.D. 
Ms. Lamar Leland 
Mr. Mark Levi 
Steve & Judy Lipson 
John Lockton 
Dr.* & Mrs. G. Karl Ludwig, Jr. 
Ms. Kurtice C. Luther 
Mr. Greg Lyon & Ms. Kathleen Duffy 
Joseph & Hon Mai Goodman 
Elizabeth Malkassian 
Roger A. Mann, M.D. 
Marguerite Romanello 
Dr. Pamela Marron 
Dr. Lorraine M. Massa & Dr. Stephen M. Massa 

in honor of Ian Robertson 
Irena Matijas 
Robert McDowell 
Michael McManus 
Laurie Mettier Hills 

* deceased

I N D I V I D UA L G I V I N G  CONTINUED
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I N D I V I D UA L G I V I N G  CONTINUED

* deceased

Mr. & Mrs. W. W. Moffett 
Paul Garza & Denis Moore 
Ms. Majbritt Murdock 
Kate Murphy 
Sheila & Paul Nahi 
Mr. William Nathan 
Ms. Susan E. Neeman 
Susan O’Brien 
Nazan Orr 
Ms. Siu M. Owyeung 
Peter & Patricia Peterson 
Mr. & Ms. Andrew Piskadlo 
Susan K. Prather 
Ms. Sheila Press 
Pam Preston 
Felice S. Price 
Ms. Nora Quattrin 
Mr. Robert W. Rankin 
Ms. Danielle Rebischung 
Randall E. Reynoso & Martin Camsey 
Ms. Beverly Riehm 
Ms. Deborah Rohan 
Floyd W. Ross 
Jeffrey Ruda & Leonard Whitney 
Mr. Bert Salyga & Dr. Sean McCarthy 
David & Sandra Schmaier 
Phoebe & Christopher Schreiber 
Sigmund Seigel & Karen Topp 
Katherine Setar & Brad Fischer 
Ms. Louise Shalit 
Ms. Jennifer Shepard 
Mai Shiver 
Sheri & Paul Siegel 
Mr. Andrew Smith 
Dr. Stephen R. Smith 
Richard L. Sogg, M.D. 
Kristin Sorensen 
Helen Thomas 
Mary S. Tilden 
Atticus Tysen & Michael Brogan 
Daniel J. Ullyot, M.D. 
Mr. Tom Wabinski 
Margaret Wadhwani 
Mr. Thomas F. Culp & Mr. Charles Wagner 
Susan Walker 
Brian & Stephanie Walsh 
John C Walters 
Thurlow Washam 
Rosalie V. Weaver 
Wallace & Eve Wertsch 
Mr. Keith C. Wetmore & Mr. Andrew Hinek 
Mr. Charles R. Williams 
Peter & Georgia Windhorst 
Ms. Merilyn Wong 
Annie Woods 
Ms. Mai Mai & Mr. Paul Wythes 
Ms. Dale E. Young 
Mr. Babak Yousefzadeh 
Barry & Alice Zacherle 
Jim Zanze 
Frank Zepeda 
Ming Zhao & Songqi Liu 
Walter Zimmerman 
Anonymous (5) 

in honor of Sigfried Siegal 
 
 

M E DA L L I O N  S O C I E T Y 
P R ES I D E N T S  

J. Boyce Nute, 08–Present 

Kristina Flanagan, 03–08 

Cathy MacNaughton, 008–03 

Mrs. Harry Wetzel*, 99–003 

Diane B. Wilsey, 988–994  

Harriet Meyer Quarré*,  
Founding President, 983–987  

 
 

M E DA L L I O N  S O C I E T Y 
FO U N D E R  
$3,000–$4,999 
Norm Abramson & David Beery* 
Jane & Christopher Adams 
Dr. Lefkos Aftonomos 
Kendall & Claire Allphin 
Mr. & Mrs. Jose R. Alonso 
Drs. Kjerstin Irja & Benjamin Carl Anderson 
Robert C. Anderson 
Dena Aslanian-Williams 

in memory of Eleonore Aslanian 
Richard J. Axelrod, M.D. 
Zachary Baker 
Eugene & Kathleen Bales 
Ms. Virginia Bamford 
Dr. & Mrs. Barry C. Baron 
Ashley Barrington-Mace & Kelly Wagner 
Mr. & Mrs. Fedele Bauccio 
Mr. Stephen Beitzel & Ms. Lise Quintana 
Dr. Robert & Irene Belknap 
Dr. Daniel Benson 
Roy C. Bergstrom 
Josef & Marion Betz 
Vinod & Shalini Bhutani 
Mr. David Bigham 
Phyllis B. Blair 
Susan S. Blake & Joel Kaufmann 
Mrs. Robert N. Bloch 
Linda Blondis 
Dr. Wolfgang Bluhm &  

Michele J. Serocki Bluhm 
Dr. Maurizio Bonacini 
Ms. Jennifer Bonilla 
J. Dennis Bonney 
Ms. Debbie Booth 
Dix Boring & Marilyn Moore Boring 
Bradford & N. C. Bosch 
Gary Bottone 
Ms. Faye Bourret 
Bruce Bowen & Junona Jonas 
Elizabeth Bowman 
Barbara & Robert Brandriff 
Ms. Jennifer Braun & Mr. Raymond Ryan 
Dr. Emily Brewer 
Robert V. Brody & Andrea Jacoby 
Lynda L. Brothers 
Kathleen Burke & Ralph Davis 

in honor of Valerie Crane Dorfman and in 
memory of Paul Crane Dorfman  

Karen Burtness Prak & Jan Willem Prak 
Lisa Bury & John Taylor 
Mr. & Mrs. Oliver Caldwell 
Dr. James M. Campbell 
Betty J. Carmack 
Janet Carpenter 
Ben Chai & Bob Nelson 
Park & Joan Chamberlain 
Dr. Carolyn Chang 
Jim Chanin & Rachel Richman 
Thomas & Virginia Chen 
Mrs. Eunice M. Childs 
Carol T. Christ 
Frederick S. Chung & Kimberly Chun 
Mr. & Mrs. A. B. Ciabattoni 
Jerry & Linda* Cimmet 
Ann D. Claesgens 
Barbara Bruser & Richard Clark 
Hilary & Richard Clark 
Ms. Mary Claugus 
George & Laura Cline 
Annelle Clute 
Arthur D. Colman, M.D. & Pilar Montero, Ph.D 
Adam Coppoletti & Mark Rubnitz 
Guy Cross & Erika Nelson 
Mr. Thomas Cruz 
Dr. Joan Claire Cucek 
Dr. James Cuthbertson 
Dr. Stephen J. Danko 
Jan & Jeannie de Vries 
Ms. Olivia Hsu Decker 
Dr. & Mrs. Eugene DeJuan 

Pam DeWeerd 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas E. Dienstbier 
Marion Dodd 
Mr. Keith E. Doerge 
Sandra D. Donnell & Justin M. Faggioli 
Claudette Duran 
Timothy C. Duran 
Barbara J. Dwyer 
Helene & Lawrence Edelman 
Ms. Margaret Hart Edwards 
Ms. Barbara J. Eisenhauer 
Ms. Dianne J. Ellsworth 
Ed & Barbara Eschbach 
Gregory & Anne M. Evans 
Pauline Eveillard & Doug Gould 
Ms. Judith W. Evnin 
Patricia & Richard Farnsworth 
Mr. Steve N. Fecher 
Martha Ferguson 
Mrs. Dorothy Finger 
First Street Leather of Solvang, California & 

Mammoth Lakes 
Rick & Debra Fisher 
William O. Fisher & Kathryne Bernick 
Daniel & Carla Flamm 
David & Sheridan Foster 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Murray Fox 
Mr. & Mrs.* Thomas L. Frankel 
Joyce Bleadon Friedman 
K Gabrielson 
Mr. Milton Gaines 
Ms. Ching-Ching Ganley 
Margaret M. Gates 
Mr. Rich Gerhardt 
Ms. Malin Giddings 
David & Jennifer Gillespie 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard M. Gleason 
Ms. Margot Golding & Mr. Michael Powers 
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Goodman 
Dr. Kathleen Grant & Dr. Thomas Jackson 
Andy* & Eva Grove 
Drs. Bill & Nancy Grove 
Raymond & Amanda Haas 
Helen & Dr. Glenn Hakanson 
Bronwyn H. Hall 
Dr. S. Hand 
Charles F. Hanes 
Diana Harris 
Michael & Nancy Jo Heaton 
Peggy Heineman 
Paula Heller & Robert Yohai 
Zheyla M. Henriksen 
Mr. Robert Hero 
Walter B. Hewlett 
Linda Joyce Hodge 
Mr. & Mrs. Kedreth C. Hogan 
Mr. Peter Holman 
Ms. Irma Honda 
Mr. Larry Horton 
Wilma S. Horwitz 
Joanne Howard 
Mr. Joseph C. Howard, Jr. 
Mr. & Mrs. Timothy Howard 
Timothy G. & Cara R. Hoxie 
Mr. Robert Hultman 
Bradford L. Humphrey 
Edward & Patricia Hymson 
Mr. Homi Irani & Ms. Anna Yonemura 
Dr. & Mrs. Norman Jacobson 
Mr. Keith Jantzen & Mr. Scott Beth 
Robin & Virginia Jaquith 
Ms. M. Anne Jennings 
Barbara E. Jones 

in memory of William E. Jones 
Barbara J. R. Jones 
Rosemary Joyce & Russell Sheptak 
David A. Kadish & Michael C. Norton 
Anne Kaiser & Robert Taylor 
Dr. & Mrs. Samuel D. Kaplan 
Dr. Avi Katz & Dr. Raluca Dinu 
Suzan Kaufmann 
Mr. Frank Kelly 

Mrs. Louis Kelso 
Nelda Kilguss 
Dr. Hyo J. Kim 
Dick & Marianne Kipper 
Mr. Edson Kong 
Maj. Floyd R. Krey 
Dr. Judith A. Lamberti 
Lane Fertility Institute 
Ms. Renee Leap 
Peter Lee 
Meagan Levitan & Dale Carlson 
Norman & Helen Ann Licht 
Mrs. Nancy Donnell Lilly 
Dr. & Mrs. Lawrence H. Lin 
Marie & Barry Lipman 
Dr. Britt-Marie Ljung & Mr. Warren E. Miller 
Richard Lum 
Mr. John E. Major 
Gus Manning & Rena Kirkpatrick 
Mr. Arthur Manzi 
Daniel Mardesich &  

Virginia Anawalt Mardesich 
Amie Chang & Henry Massey 
Robin & Karl May 
Caryl McIvor 
Mr. Paul McMillan 
Ms. Sharon McNalley 
Ronald & Judith McWilliams 
Jessica Mead 
Robert Meister 
Dr. Beryl D. & Mrs. Renee Mell 
Mr. David Mellor 
Dr. Linda A. Membreño 
Mr. & Mrs. John Meyer 
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Michener 
Beverly Mitchell & John Pringle 
Gladyne Kenderdine Mitchell 
Milton Mosk* & Thomas Foutch 
Ms. Jane S. Mudge 
Ruth & James* Murad 
Chris Zones & Kate Murashige 
Mrs. Pamela Murdock 
Renate M. Nadler, M.D. 
Joseph C. Najpaver  

in memory of Deana Logan 
Steven Ng & Mark Posner 
Ms. Mary D. Niemiller 
Gerald & Ortrun Niesar 
Matthew & Nancy Noel 
Nancy Over Alward & Eugene Alward 
Dr. Karen Offen 
Mrs. Sarah Olson 
Lise Deschamps Ostwald 
Catherine A Owen MD 
Mrs. Jeraldine M. Palazzi 
Mr. James E. Palmer &  

Mrs. Norma Martinez-Palmer 
Ms. Barbara Paschke 
Skip Paul 

in honor of Karen J. Kubin 
Mauree Jane & Mark W. Perry 
Nancy Petrisko & Don Beckham 
Dr. Judith Pickersgill 
Mr. Scott Plakun & Dr. Milton P. Schafer 
Dr. Lynn Ponton & Mr. Steven Zimmerman 
Ritchie & Melissa Post 
Jenna Powell 
Jeanette M. Prato 
Karl Pribram & Sweta Arora 
Mr. & Mrs. Martin Quinn 
Mr. Les Quock 
Varda Rabin 
Samuel Dwight Thomas Rabinowitz 
Kathryn E. Ringgold 
Patrick & Marti Ritto 
Dr. Martin Robinson 
Ronald Rogness 
Theres & Dennis Rohan 
Scot Rohrer & Anne Scanlan-Rohrer 
Mr. Andrew Rombakis 
Ms. Susan Rosenblatt 
Dr. & Mrs. Roberto P. Rosenkranz 
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I N D I V I D UA L G I V I N G  CONTINUED

* deceased

Mary Ellen Rossi 
Mrs. Claire S. Roth 
Stephen & Marcia Ruben 
Mr. John E. Ruden 
Francis & Andrea Rush 
Mr. M. Duane Rutledge 
Mr. Mark Sackett 

in honor of Jessica Fauver and the San 
Francisco Opera Box Office 

Louise Adler Sampson 
Michael & Gini Savage 
Marlys Saveri 
Ms. Janine Scancarelli &  

Mr. Christopher McMahon 
Mr. Carl Schaper 
Randy Schekman & Sabeeha Merchant 
Mrs. Ronald Schroeder 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Schroeder 
J. Schwabacher Family 
Komal Shah & Gaurav Garg 
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Sharp 
Dr. & Mrs. David T. Shen 
Mr. Leslie M. Shinozawa &  

Mr. Edwin Guarino Jr.* 
Dr. Marilyn N. Silva 
Dr. & Mrs. Gerald Silverberg 
Marjorie Simon 
Evangelos & Kathleen Simoudis 
Jane & Tom Sinton 
Judith & Walter Sleeth 
David & Barbara Sloss 
Mr. Mark Small 
Frederic H. Smith 
Mr. & Mrs. George D. Smith Jr. 
Mr. Jordan H. Smith 
Pamela D. Smith 
Stephen Smoliar & Linda Dembo 
Kenneth & Joanne Snow 
Richard Sparks 
Dr. & Mrs. Robert L. Stamper 
Mr. Russell Stanaland 
Anita Stapen & Richard Granberg 
Mr. & Mrs. Isaac Stein 
Michael & Susanna Steinberg 
Mary Jean Stempien & James Stricker 
Ms. Elisa Stephens 
Melchior Thompson & Nell Lee Stinson 
Matt & Tami Stolte 
Joshua & Cristin Szarek 
Sharon & John Tastor 
Dr. Martin & Elizabeth Terplan 
Nancy E. Terry 
Dr. Ruedi F. Thoeni, M.D. 
Ms. Joan Thoma 
Dr. Naomi R. Thorpe 
Dean & Jeanice Tipps 

Dr. Lucy S. Tompkins 
Norman & Carol Traeger 
Gisela & Peter Turner 
Mr. Ross Uchimura 
Ms. Kathryn Urban 
Ms. Jessica Vapnek 
Mrs. Louis M. Vuksinick 
Dr. Bradford W. Wade & Dr. Linda K. Riebel 
Ms. Nora E. Wagner 
Ms. Adrian Walker 
Alice & C.C.* Wang 
Peter Washburn & Rod Brown 
Ms. Patti White 
Matthew Williams & Amanda Maystead 
Ann L. Williamson 
Mason & Wendy 
Faye Constance Wilson 
Vivian W. Wing, M.D. &  

Elizabeth Grace Wickersham 
Ms. Patricia B. Winther 
Christopher Wiseman 
William Wisniewski & Catharine van Ingen 
Susan & Jonathan Wittwer 
Dr. Sherry Wren 
Ms. Janet S. Wright 
Margaret VB Wurtele 
Ms. Colleen Yeates Marsh 
Lowell S. Young & Celeste Young 
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Zaccalini 
Peggy & Lee Zeigler 
Dr. Sondra Zentner & Ms. Sophie Neubert 
Anonymous (12)

M E DA L L I O N  S O C I E T Y 
B E N E FACTO R  
$5,000–$7,499 
Michelle M. Ackerman 
Claire & Greg Allison 
Dr. Maria D. Allo 
Mr. & Mrs. Steven Anderson 
Ms. Anna Antoniucci 
Matthew Austern & Janet Lafler 
Linda S. Barrett 
Brad & Susie Berenson 
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Bliss 
Michael & Celeste Bobroff 
Lucia Bogatay & Thomas D. Wickens* 
Judy Brady & Drew W. Browning 
Charles Bush & Calvin Lau 
Clark & Elizabeth Callander 
Richard Caplin, MD 
Solomon Cera 
Susan & Rich Christie 
Rudy Ciuca & Joseph Lawrence 
Ms. Carlyn Clause &  

Mr. Alexander L. Brainerd 
Thierry Bui & Paul Clifford 
Vicki L. Coe M.D. & Jennifer Mitchell 
Martha Conte 
Mr. Craig Corbitt & Ms. Nancy Stoltz 
Mr. Orville W. Dale 
Mr. A. S. Damji 
Dr.* & Mrs. Herbert H. Dedo 
Mr. Orlando Diaz-Azcuy 

Mrs. Michael D. Dooley* 
Mr. & Mrs. William G. Doolittle 
Ms. Joyce Dostale 
Katherine Herrick Drake 
Mrs. Marilyn Dunn 
Susan & Bruce Dzieza 
Dr. Mary Eichbauer & Dr. Greg Gartrell 
Ms. Nancy J. English 
Janice & Jack Eskridge 
Alexander L. Fetter & Lynn B. Bunim 
Jessena Finn 
Dr. Harvey & Mrs. Deborah Fishman 
Kristina Johnson Flanagan 
Barbara B. Friede 
Donald E. & Patricia D. Frischmann 
David & Betsy Fryberger 
Mr. Richard J. Galbraith 
Mr. Sameer K. Gandhi & Ms. Monica Lopez 
Candace & Vincent Gaudiani 
Robert C. Goodman & John Bankston 
Diane Green 
Mr. Benjamin Gregorski 
Sallie Griffith 
Johnnie Johnson & John E. Hafernik 
Lyndsey Harrison 
Kathleen Hart 
Michael & Gityjoon Hebel 
Mollie Hedges & Laurel Lembo 
Miranda Heller & Mark Salkind 
Ralph Hexter & Manfred Kollmeier 
Austin & Sara Hills 
Ian Hinchliffe & Marjorie Shapiro 

Make it Monthly! 
 
Take one more thing off of your to-do list by setting up an automatic monthly gift 
to San Francisco Opera. You can support the opera you love while enjoying the 
perks of giving immediately. And you can stop payments at any time.  
 
Become a monthly donor today. Visit sfopera.com/give or call (415) 565-3212. 
 
 
Nadja Michael as Emilia Marty in Janáček’s The Makropulos Case. / CORY WEAVER

“My family has a long tradition of supporting  
San Francisco Opera, beginning with  

my Grandfather, A.P. Giannini, who secured  
the rst loan in 1924, then for many years with  

my dear husband Jim, and ultimately with  
my boys Keith and Kevin.  

What has really made it special in more  
recent years were the personal relationships  
we’ve formed with our many Adler fellows.”  

—ANNE MCWILLIAMS
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* deceased

Judith & Patrick Hobin 
Anonymous 
Al Hoffman & David Shepherd 
Donald & Jacqueline Jacobberger 
Paul S. Jones 
Daniel Kelley 
Drs. Phyllis A. Kempner & David D. Stein 
Ms. Kathryn Kersey 
Mehrzad Khajenoori 
Victoria Kirby 
Mr. Sven E. Kjaersgaard 
Ms. Barbara Laferriere 
Melissa & Laurence Lasky 
Carol Leitch & Nanci Leitch 
Anthony Leuin & Jean Bertrand 
Océane Li & Dr. Sofien Bouaziz 
Drs. May Loo & William Thurston 
Dr. & Mrs. H. H. Loomis, Jr. 
Claude L. Lowen 
Jean & Lindsay MacDermid 
Dr. Pamela Marron 
Mrs. Constance Marvin 
Mr. Robert E. McCleskey 
Marcia McConnell 
Ms. Linda M. McKay 
A. Kirk McKenzie 
Robert Meadows & Dennis Otto 
James R. Meehan 
Edith P. Mendez 
Karen & Russell Merritt 
Diane Compagno Miller 
Ann Marie Mix 
Mr. James C. Moora 
Janet Morris & Frederick Martin* 
Ronald D. Morrison 
Margaret & Frank Morrow 
James & Katherine* Moule 
Heidi Munzinger & John Shott 
David & Marilyn Nasatir 
Mark H. Nishiki, M.D. 
Julian T.* & Robin M.W. Parer 
Lisa S. & Peter S. Park 
Berniece & Pat Patterson 
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Pelosi 
Mr. & Mrs. Dale L. Petterson 
Ms. Nancy Pfund & Phil Polakoff, M.D. 
Carrie Schwab-Pomerantz 
Edward & Lynn Poole 
Charles & Patricia Raven 
Linda J. Reiff 
Angèle & Michael Rice 
Audrey & Paul L. Richards 
Orli & Zack Rinat 
Arthur & Keiko Roosa 
Messrs. Richard R. Rossi &  

Kimberly Mark Webb 
Mrs. Joan Rost 
Mr. Charles W. Roth 
Dr. Gwendolyn Rothman 

Brigitte Sandquist 

Dorothy Schimke & Cliff Jarrard 

Sondra Schlesinger 

Mr. Daniel Schoerner & Ms. Donna Pitteri 

Steve & Sally Schroeder 

John* & Pamela Sebastian 

Ms. Doris K. Sharrock 

Ms. Margaret V. Sheehan 

Steven E. Shladover 

Neal H. Shorstein, MD 

Ms. Ruth A. Short 

Mr. Daniel K. Slaughter 

Prof. & Mrs. Alan Jay Smith 

Mrs. Linda Snyder 

Gideon* & Cheryl Sorokin 

Ms. M. Melanie Searle &  

Mr. Robert F. St. John* 

Jeffrey L. Stern, M.D.  

Ms. Barbara Stewart 

Nobuyuki & Megumi Sugiura 

Mr. Samuel Test 

William Laney Thornton &  

Pasha Dritt Thornton 

Mr. Richard D. Tuck &  

Mr. Neale A. Grasham 

Leslie & Judy Vadasz 

Micaela van Zwoll 

Drs. Oldrich & Silva Vasicek 

Moya & Aloysha Verzhbinsky 

Dr. Conrad Vial & Catalina Zapata-Vial 

Mary & Terry Vogt 

Yue Wang 

Ms. Victoria Weatherford &  

Mr. Jordan Gardner 

Carol A. Weitz 

Mr. Richard P. & Catherine M. West 

The Brayton Wilbur Foundation 

Wildcat Cove Foundation 

Ronald B. Wilkerson 

Richard & Barbara Odlin Foundation 

Lilah & Alex Wolf 

Toni Wolfson & Robert Federighi 

Ms. Eileen C. Wong 

Ms. Shirley Woo 

Russell & Marilyn* Wylie 

Ms. Diana Yee 

Pierluigi Zappacosta & Enrica D’Ettorre 

Stephen & Connie Zilles 

Anonymous () 

in memory of Ernest F. Knell 

 

 

M E DA L L I O N  S O C I E T Y 
B R O N Z E  
$7,500–$9,999 
Francesca & Jeff Amann 
David & Judith Preves Anderson 
David Bertoni 
Ms. Elizabeth F. Birka-White 
Donald Blais & Michael McGinley 
Frances Campra 
Dr. Heidi H. Cary 
Pamela Ceglinski 
Dr. Barry & Simi Chehrazi 
Melvin & Hella Cheitlin 
Charles Connor, M.D. 
Mr. Robert D. Cooter 
Michael & Jean Couch 
John* & Bonnie Demergasso 
Kimberly & Mark Dempster 
Mr. & Mrs. Vladimir Ermakoff 
Drs. Bette & James Felton 
Barbara B. & Joseph P. Fredrick 
Mr. & Mrs. Dane Gillette 
Mr. Frederick Grauer 
John J. Gray 
Mr. Curt Kirschner 
Markos & Eleni Tsakopoulos-Kounalakis 

Fund 
Regina Lackner 
Sujitpan Bao Lamsam & Scott D. Sagan 
Kurt A. Latta 
Mr. Donald R. Leighton & Mr. Hector Yee 
Nathaniel M. Lopez 
Sylvia & Paul Lorton Jr. 
Deborah Marion, Tax CPA, EA 
Kenneth P. McNeely 
Ms. Jeanne E. Newman 
Patric & Mary Powell 
Dorothy R. Saxe 
Mr. Sean M. SeLegue 
Gary & Dana Shapiro 
Mr. David J. Shimmon 
Raj Singh & Renata Anderson 
Donald Sobelman & Leishia Woolwine 
Roselyne Chroman Swig 
Lilian Chi Tsai 
Dr. Catharine van Ingen & Dr. W. J. Wisniewski 
Bob & Gail Walker 
Sharon & Clark Winslow 
Lisa Zabelle 
Cynthia & Marco Zuniga 
Anonymous () 
 
 

M E DA L L I O N  S O C I E T Y 
I N T E R M E Z ZO  
$10,000–$14,999 
Linda & Andrew Ach 
Dorrit Ahbel, M.D. 
Sig Anderman 
Robert M. Anderson & Kyong Shik Eom 
Dr. Nancy L. Ascher 
James & Cheryl Babcock 
Michael F. Barrientos 
Frank S. Bayley 
James Scott Bays 
Robert H. Beadle 
Joanna Beam 
Ms. Brenda Beckett 
Patricia & Edwin Berkowitz 
Dr. Barbara Lynn Bessey 
Athena & Timothy Blackburn 
Bill & Alison Boeckmann 
Chris & Jennifer Brahm 
Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Brenholz 
Mrs. Karen Broido 
Ms. Barbara Brown 
Ellie & Theodore Brown 
Elissa Buie & Dave Yeske 
Rike & Klaus Burmeister 
Jeanne & William Cahill 
Lorna Meyer Calas & Dennis Calas 
Frank & Pat Carrubba 
Mr. & Mrs. Lyman H. Casey 
Mark R. Chaitkin & P. Cecilia Storr 
Jeffrey Chambers & Andrea Okamura 
Drs. Devron & Valerie Char 
Dr. J. Samuel Chase 
Maureen Clarke 
Janet Cluff 
Leonard & Marie Collins 
Alice Corning 
George & Susan Crow 
Drs. John & Lois Crowe 
John Cullison & Diana Kissil 
Ms. Denise Cutler 
Yogen K. & Peggy Dalal 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Philip DiNapoli 
Mr. Peter Dinkelspiel 
Sarah Douglas & Marie Vitulli 
Donna Dubinsky & Leonard Shustek 
Jacqueline & Christian P. Erdman 
Cheryl Fippen 
Doris Fisher 
Mr. & Mrs. Warren W. Flack 
Linle & Jim Froeb 
Lisa Z. Gamshad 
Mr. Michael M. Garland & Ms. Virginia A. Coe 
Nanette Gartrell, M.D. &  

Dee Mosbacher, M.D., Ph.D. 
in honor of Beth Clayton & Patricia Racette 

Kurt Tristan Geselbracht &  
Francisco Guevara 

Dorothy Gietzen 
Ann & Daniel Girard 
Ms. Jane M. Gitschier 
Glasser Family Fund 
Don & MaryAnn Graulich 
Anne Gray 
Geoffrey & Marcia Green 
Bernice E. Greene 
Bro Halff 
Sandra Handler 
Joseph H. Harris, Jr. 
Stephen & Diane Heiman 
Dr. M. Henry Heines & Ms. Katherine Fines 
Alfred* & Ruth Heller 
Carol F. Henry 
Doreen Woo Ho & James Ho 
Mr. Ron Holloway & Mr. Doug Hammerich 
Charles & Brandi Hudson 
Kimberly M. Hughes 
Mr. David S. Hugle & Mr. Haggai Niv 
Ms. Margaret C. Hutchins 
Arlene Inch 

I N D I V I D UA L G I V I N G  CONTINUED

“My grandparents were good friends of  
Kurt Adler, and my parents were SF Opera  

season ticket holders and very involved with  
Spring Opera, the Guild, Merola, etc.  

They brought us to performances at a very young age.  
It was important to them that we have an  

appreciation of classical music and that we  
continue supporting opera as a family  

when they were gone.”  
—CHRISTOPHER ZUBER

CHRISTIANE ZUBER
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* deceased

Ms. Elizabeth Ingalls 
Riki & Robert Intner 
Mr. & Mrs.* C. Bradford Jeffries 
Mr. Guyton N. Jinkerson 
Fred Karren 
Barbara & Ron Kaufman 
Jeannie Kaufman 
Linda & Robert Klett 
Laurie Kottmeyer & Bianca Duarte 
Bill & Jeanne Landreth 
Mr. John E. Lee 
Ms. Patricia Lee-Hoffmann 
Ms. Miranda Leonard 
Allan Lerch, in honor of Anne Lerch* 
Lisa P. Lindelef 
Sylvia R. Lindsey 
Bernice Lindstrom 
Marco Magarelli &  

Geraldine Martinez-Magarelli 
Mr. & Mrs. Victor Makras 
Charlot* & Gregory Malin 
Lori & David Marquardt 
Dr. Judy C. Miner 
Mr. Robert B. Mison 
Mr. D. G. Mitchell 
Justin & Meaghan Moore 
Thomas & Lydia Moran 
Don & Rene Morgan 
Alice Ames Morison & Dr. Oakley Hewitt* 
William O. Morris  

in memory of Susan Woodbury Morris 
Mr. Manfred Mundelius 
Dr. Lois Levine Mundie 
Janet Napolitano 
James A. Noe, III 
Judy O’Young, M.D. & Gregg Hauser 
Mr. David Oldroyd 
Margaret & Vic Quattrin 
Ms. Merrill Randol & Dr. Stephen Sherwin 
Fran Rominger 
Barbara J. Ross 
Deborah & Paul Sagues 
Felipe R. Santiago & Barry T. Joseph 
Scott Kittredge Simonds 
Dr. & Mrs.* Marvin Smoller 
Mr. & Mrs. Reginald D. Steer 
Ms. Zornitza Stefanova &  

Mr. Payam Mirrashidi 
Dr. Kenneth & Laurel Stein Duty & Devotion 

Memorial Fund 
Dr. & Mrs. W. C. Sweeting, Jr. 
Valli Benesch & Bob Tandler 
Mr. Terrence Tilley 
TL Trust 
Ms. Marimar Torres 
Ms. Lisa Tough 
Barbara L. Traisman 
Mr. & Mrs. James S. Tunnell 
Urbanek Family Foundation 
Soo & Raj Venkatesan 
Lucie & Jerry Weissman 
Ms. Valerie Wheat 
Linda A. Whittaker 
Mr. & Mrs. Y. Wood Wong 

Ms. Melinda Yee Franklin 
Mary & Harold Zlot Family Foundation 
Christopher Zuber 
Anonymous () 
 
 

MEDALLION SILVER CIRCLE 
$15,000–$24,999 
Mr. Paul B. Althouse 
Kathryn & Frederick Baron 
Dr.* & Mrs. Joseph Bernstein 
Jennifer M. Bienaime 
Dawn Yates Black 
Jared & Claire Bobrow 
Dr. Sean P. Bohen & Mrs. Tanum Davis Bohen 
Alan R. & Sally J. Brudos 
Carol Franc Buck* 
Michael* & Marilyn Cabak 
Donald D. Campbell 
Mr. & Mrs. W. S. Child 
Michèle Beigel Corash & Laurence Corash 
James Cross & Charles Antonen 
Ms. Caroline Daniels 
Timothy D. Dattels & Kristine M. Johnson 
Paula Dieli & Michael Schubert 
Admiral James O. Ellis, Jr. &  

Dr. Elisabeth Paté-Cornell 
Judith & Philip Erdberg 

in honor of Lisa Erdberg & Dennis Gibbons 
Dr. Julita Fong 
Edward Frank & Sarah Ratchye 
David Gockley & Linda Kemper 
Violet Grgich & Mr. Colin Shipman 
Mrs. Peter E. Haas 
Mary & Craig Henderson 
Peggy Hill 
Ms. Katharine Lange 
Mr. Randall E. Laroche & Mr. David Laudon 
Mr. J. Stoner Lichty, Jr. & Dr. Darryl L. Raszl 
Tom Lockard & Dr. Alix Marduel 
Betty Maddux, in memory of Ed Koester 
Patrick McCabe 
Elaine McKinley & Kit Durgin 
Al Medvitz & Jean McCormack 
Karl & Kristen Mills 
Maryam & Oran Muduroglu 
Robert Munday & Evamarie Doering 
Sally & Craig Nordlund 
Mrs. William H. Orrick, Jr. & Diana V. Rogers 
Mrs. Carol E. Parker & Dr. Gerhard H. Parker 
Jason Phillips & Sheila Schroeder 
Mr. Gordon Radley 
Suzanne & Robert Redfern-West 
Mr. Glenn H. Reid 
Mr. & Mrs. John S. Renard 
Louise & Paul Renne 
Mrs. William C. Robison 
Bob & Terri Ryan 
Todd & Sandra Sachs 
Michael Sack 
Anthony & Shipley Salewski 
Drs. Edward & Dale Sickles 
Maureen Sullivan 

Ms. Nadine M. Tang 
Ann Classen Treadwell 
Mrs. Misty W. Tyree 
Ms. Barbara Walkowski 
Steven & Jennifer Walske 
Hon. James L. Warren (Ret.) 
Ronald & Emely Weissman 
Sheila Wishek 
Diane & Howard Zack 
Ward & Diane Zumsteg 
Anonymous () 

 

 

L E A D E R S H I P G O L D  C I R C L E  
$25,000–$49,999 
A Grateful Patron 

in honor of Rufus Olivier, Ian Robertson, 
and the San Francisco Opera Chorus 

Mr. Brian G. Atwood &  
Ms. Lynne H. Edminster 

Brigid S. Barton 
Darla & Richard Bastoni 
Fred & Betty Bialek 
Jamie & Philip Bowles 
Edward Paul Braby, M.D. 
Romana D. Bracco 
Marion M. Cope 
Valerie Crane Dorfman 
Peter & Jayne Davis 

in memory of James H. Schwabacher 
Shirley Davis & Paul Sack 
Ms. Christina & Dr. Elizabeth DeBruin Warren 
Reid & Peggy Dennis 
Robert & Dana Emery 
Bob Epstein & Amy Roth 
Dr. & Mrs. Eric Fain 
Mr. & Mrs. Noel Fenton 
Anna & Steven Fieler 
Dianne A. Fowler 
Ms. Margarita Gandia &  

Ms. Diana Campoamor 
Hon. Barry Goode 
Ms. Wanda Lee Graves 
Clelia Gray 
Michael A. Harrison &  

Susan Graham Harrison 
Jane & David Hartley 
James A. Heagy 

 in memory of Jayne Heagy 
Brian & Rene Hollins 
Thomas E. Horn & Bob Ross Foundation 
Susan & Eric Johnston 
Michael Kalkstein & Susan English 
Jeffrey & Anne Katz 
Mr. Lawrence A. Kern 
Ms. Wanda Kownacki 
Sheila & Thomas Larsen 
Noëlle Leca & Michael Moradzadeh 
Yasmin & Oren Lukatz 
Jennifer Coslett MacCready 
Timothy J. Marten, M.D. & Ms. Mary C. Heylin 
Nion McEvoy & Leslie Berriman 
Ellen & Paul McKaskle 

Mrs. James K. McWilliams 
Teresa & Mark Medearis 
Cathy & Howard Moreland 
Paul Nordine 
Norman & Janet Pease 
Neil & Elsa S. Pering 
Mary & Bill Poland 
Anne B. Popkin 
Dr. & Mrs. George T. Rab 
Ms. Isabel Rhee 
Linnea & George Roberts 
Chandra & Michael Rudd 
Christopher & Trudi Seiwald 
Abraham D. & Marian S. Sofaer 
Isobel & Roger Sturgeon 
William & Mikiko Walker 
Daphne & Stuart Wells 
S. Shariq Yosufzai & Brian E. James 
Dr.* & Mrs. John A. Zderic 
Anonymous () 
 
 

L E A D E R S H I P P L AT I N U M  
C I R C L E  
$50,000–$74,999 
Mr. & Mrs.* Joachim Bechtle 
Ruth Belvin 
Jack Calhoun & Trent Norris 
David & Karin Chamberlain 
Lisa Erdberg & Dennis Gibbons 
Jerome Guillen & Jeremy Gallaher 
Anne & Timothy Kahn 
Candace Zander Kahn 
William & Gretchen Kimball Fund 
Jack Klingelhofer 
Dr. Susan Kroll & Mr. Mark R. Kroll 
Karen J. Kubin 
Dr. & Mrs. John Lavorgna 
Cynthia & Richard Livermore 
Michael Moritz & Harriet Heyman 
Julian & Willie Sue Orr 
Ruth Quigley 

in memory of Mr. & Mrs. John B. Quigley, 
Zelda M. Quigley 

Eliza Linley & David Richardson* 
Pamela & Richard Rigg 
The Theodore Rosenberg Charitable 

Foundation, in honor of Rose O’Shaug 
Charles P. Russell 
Mr. William R. Stensrud &  

Ms. Suzanne Vaucher 
James & Beth Wintersteen 
Anonymous 
 
 

L E A D E R S H I P D I A M O N D  
C I R C L E   
$75,000–$99,999 
Alexander* & Antonia Cross 
Julie Dickson 
The McMurtry Family 

I N D I V I D UA L G I V I N G  CONTINUED
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D I A L O G U E S
D E S  C A R M E L I T E S

B Y  F R A N C I S  P O U L E N C

Dialogues
of the

Carmelites

A W A R D - W I N N I N G
P R O D U C T I O N

S A N  F R A N C I S C O  O P E R A ’ S  2 0 2 2 – 2 3  C E N T E N N I A L  S E A S O N

Coming Up Next On Stage 

B U Y  T I C K E T S  T O D A Y !   |   S F O P E R A . C O M   |   ( 4 1 5 )  8 6 4 - 3 3 3 0

All dates, prices, programs, artists, and productions subject to change. Tickets subject to availability. Illustration: Brian Stauff er

E U N  S U N  K I M
C A R O L I N E  H .  H U M E  M U S I C  D I R E C T O R

M A T T H E W  S H I L V O C K
T A D  A N D  D I A N N E  T A U B E  G E N E R A L  D I R E C T O R

O C T  1 5 – 3 0 ,  2 0 2 2

With Heidi Stober, Michelle Bradley,
Michaela Schuster, and

Deanna Breiwick under the baton
of Eun Sun Kim. 

This production is made possible, in part,
by Louise Gund; Bernard and Barbro Osher,

and Jan Shrem and Maria Manetti Shrem.

B Y  G U I S E P P E  V E R D I

La Traviata

N E W  S A N  F R A N C I S C O  O P E R A 
P R O D U C T I O N

N O V  1 1 – D E C  3 ,  2 0 2 2

With Pretty Yende, Jonathan Tetelman, 
and Simone Piazzola under the baton

of Eun Sun Kim. 

This production is made possible, in part, by
Barbara A. Wolfe; Jerome L. and Thao N. Dodson;

John A. and Cynthia Fry Gunn; Burgess and
Elizabeth Jamieson; the Edmund W. and

Jeannik Méquet Littlefi eld Fund;
Jan Shrem and Maria Manetti Shrem; and the

Thomas Tilton Production Fund.

O R F E O  E D  E U R I D I C E

B Y  C H R I S T O P H
W I L L I B A L D  G L U C K

Orpheus
and Eurydice

N E W S A N  F R A N C I S C O  O P E R A
P R O D U C T I O N

N O V  1 5 – D E C  1 ,  2 0 2 2

With Jakub Józef Orliński, Christina 
Gansch, and Nicole Heaston

under the baton of Peter Whelan. 

This production is made possible, in part, by
Jan Shrem and Maria Manetti Shrem.



I N D I V I D UA L G I V I N G  CONTINUED

AS S O C I AT E  P R O D U C E R  
$100,000–$249,999 

Robert Mailer Anderson & Nicola Miner 

Marcia Barinaga & Corey Goodman 

Helen Berggruen, for Five Arts Foundation 

Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Earl 

Margareta & Staffan Encrantz 

Sylvia & John Hughes 

Leslie & George Hume 

Stephen & Choongja Kahng 

Susan & Philip Marineau 

Mr. & Mrs. J. Patterson McBaine 

Nancy S. Mueller 

Ms. Barbara Oshman 

Arthur & Toni Rembe Rock 

Betty & Jack Schafer 

Barbara Moller Ward 

Anonymous 

 

P R O D U C E R   
$250,000–$499,999 

Carol Franc Buck Foundation 

Dr. & Mrs. William M. Coughran 

Bob Ellis 

Denise Littlefield Sobel 

Anonymous

E X EC U T I V E  P R O D U C E R  
$500,000–$999,999 

Peggy & Boyce Nute 

Anonymous 

 

CO M PA N Y S P O N S O R S  
$1,000,000 AND ABOVE 

Norby Anderson 

in memory of Doug Norby 

Jerome L. & Thao N. Dodson 

The Dolby Family 

Carol & Dixon Doll 

Bertie Bialek Elliott 

Peter Fenton & Kate Greer 

Keith & Priscilla Geeslin 

Ann & Gordon Getty Foundation for the Arts 

John A. & Cynthia Fry Gunn 

Burgess & Elizabeth Jamieson 

Franklin & Catherine Johnson 

Edmund W. & Jeannik Méquet Littlefield Fund 

Steven M. Menzies 

Bernard & Barbro Osher 

Jan Shrem & Maria Manetti Shrem 

Dianne & Tad Taube 

Phyllis C. Wattis Endowment Funds 

Diane B. Wilsey 

Barbara A. Wolfe 

“Beginning more than 100 years ago  
with grandfather Horace Clifton,  
our family’s love and support of  
San Francisco Opera has been  

passed down through our parents to 
us, and now to the next generation.” 

—DICK & CYNTHIA LIVERMORE, 

BERTIE B. ELLIOTT 

DREW ALTIZER PHOTOGRAPHY

San Francisco Opera is grateful for the philanthropic investments of our Producers Circle members and Company 
Sponsors. These generous opera lovers care deeply about continuing the legacy that the Company’s founders 
established, creating world-class opera productions for all to enjoy. 
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Never Stop Growing at Sequoia Living.

Throughout our six decades as a nonprofit serving Bay Area seniors, 
we’ve continued to support healthy, joyful aging. Call (415) 354-2121
to schedule a tour or visit TheSequoiasSF.org for more information.

AT THE SEQUOIAS, you’ll find a warm, welcoming, and actively engaged community.

Life at The Sequoias is less about the library filled with books, the flowering gardens, the dining options, and the 
two grand pianos. It is more about the abundance of connections you make when joining a Life Plan Community. 
Enjoy the abundance of friendships at The Sequoias San Francisco.

Enjoy a life
Abundance.filled with

W
E

 A
R

E  PET FRIE
N

D
LY

• • • • • RCFE License #380500593 | COA #097

Sequoia Living Opera Advertisement.indd   1Sequoia Living Opera Advertisement.indd   1 8/9/22   8:16 AM8/9/22   8:16 AM
Untitled-1   1Untitled-1   1 8/9/2022   8:34:43 AM8/9/2022   8:34:43 AM



P R O D U C E R S  C I R C L E  M E M B E R S  S U P P O R T  B O T H 
W I T H  A N N U A L  G I F T S  O F  $ 1 0 0 , 0 0 0  O R  M O R E ! 

 
Join this special group of passionate opera lovers and enjoy an insider’s view of the San Francisco Opera 

creative teams’ design process, the building of new productions, increased recognition opportunities, and more. 
To join, please contact Lisa Bury, Chief Philanthropy Officer, at lbury@sfopera.com.

Poetry…or Music?

“Is it the words that move 
my heart, or is it the music 
that speaks more strongly?” 
— Countess Madeleine, portrayed by Dame Kiri Te Kanawa
in San Francisco Opera’s 1993 production of Capriccio.
Photo by Larry Merkle.

T H E  F U T U R E  O F  O P E R A

YEARS



B U Y  T I C K E T S  T O D A Y !   |   S F O P E R A . C O M   |   ( 4 1 5 )  8 6 4 - 3 3 3 0

The Traviata Encounter is made possible, in part, by the Creative Edge Fund with major support from Carol and Dixon Doll, Peter Fenton and Kate Greer,
Bob Ellis, and The Osher Audience of the Future Fund.

La Traviata is made possible, in part, by Barbara A. Wolfe; Jerome L. and Thao N. Dodson; John A. and Cynthia Fry Gunn; Burgess and Elizabeth Jamieson; 
the Edmund W. and Jeannik Méquet Littlefi eld Fund; Jan Shrem and Maria Manetti Shrem; and the Thomas Tilton Production Fund.

To learn about The Traviata Encounter and La Traviata sponsorship opportunities, please contact Chief Philanthropy Offi  cer Lisa Bury at lbury@sfopera.com or (415) 551-6226 or 
Director of Business Partnerships Duygu Gun at dgun@sfopera.com or (415) 565-6458. 

All dates, prices, programs, artists, and productions subject to change. Tickets subject to availability. Illustration: Brian Stauff er

E U N  S U N  K I M
C A R O L I N E  H .  H U M E  M U S I C  D I R E C T O R

M A T T H E W  S H I L V O C K
T A D  A N D  D I A N N E  T A U B E  G E N E R A L  D I R E C T O R

E X P E R I E N C E  T H E  R O M A N C E ,  D R A M A ,
A N D  P A S S I O N  O F  O N E  O F  O P E R A ’ S  G R E A T  W O R K S

I N  A  N E W  W A Y  A T  T H E T R A V I A T A  E N C O U N T E R . 

Enjoy the fi rst act of Verdi’s La Traviata, followed by an immersive evening
of food, drinks, and mingling in a transformed Opera House.

N O V E M B E R  1 9 ,  2 0 2 2  A T  7 : 3 0 P M

The
Traviata

E X P E R I E N C E  T H E  R O M A N C E ,  D R A M A ,
A N D  P A S S I O N  O F  O N E  O F  O P E R A ’ S  G R E A T  W O R K S

Traviata



* deceased

Institutional Giving— 
Strategic Philanthropic Partnerships

San Francisco Opera is grateful to Foundations, Government agencies, and Corporations that generously make possible 
our mainstage productions, special concerts, free community engagement events, young artist professional training 
programs, and our Diversity, Equity and Community initiatives. These grants, received between August 1, 2021 and July 
25, 2022 along with sponsorships are important imprimaturs and help leverage additional support.  

CORPORATIONS 
Bank of America Charitable Foundation, Inc. 
Wells Fargo Foundation 
Jurika, Mills & Keifer— 

Private Wealth Management 
Debra R. Schoenberg, Esq.  

Schoenberg Family Law Group, P.C. 
San Francisco Opera Guild/ 

East Bay Chapter 
JPMorgan Chase & Co

FOUNDATIONS 
Ann and Gordon Getty Foundation for the Arts 
Koret Foundation 
Carol Franc Buck Foundation 
William K. Bowes, Jr. Foundation 
The William & Flora Hewlett Foundation 
Frances K. & Charles D. Field Foundation 
Louise M. Davies Foundation 
The Charles D. & Frances K. Field Fund 
Walter & Elise Haas Fund 

William G. Irwin Charity Foundation 
Frances K. & Charles D. Field Foundation 
The Diana Dollar Knowles Foundation 
The Mervyn L. Brenner Foundation 
Frank A. Campini Foundation 
John & Marcia Goldman Foundation 
Mimi & Peter Haas Fund 
Kingsley Foundation 
J. W. Mailliard, Jr. Trust 
Sundial Fund 

Zellerbach Family Foundation 
Allen Family Fund 
Joyce and William Brantman Foundation 
Lisa & Douglas Goldman Fund 
Whitecross Foundation 
 

GOVERNMENT AGENCIES 
U.S. Small Business Administration 
Grants for the Arts 

San Francisco Opera offers an exciting and diverse 
selection of corporate partnership opportunities 
designed to give your company exibility to meet 
your specic goals whether it is building brand 
awareness, providing once-in-a-lifetime client 
entertainment opportunities, engaging with San 
Francisco Opera’s loyal audience, employee 
engagement, or philanthropic investment while 
promoting accessibility and diversity in the arts. As 
a sponsor of San Francisco Opera, you will join 
your corporate peers in supporting one of the 
region’s most well regarded and artistically 
accomplished organizations in the world, re-
enforcing the Bay Area’s reputation as one of the 
world’s greatest cultural centers. 

To explore our programs and collaborate on 
custom sponsorship packages that meet your 
company’s specic objectives, please contact 
Duygu Gün, Director of Business Partnerships; 
dgun@sfopera.com; (415) 565-6458. 
 

Opera in the Ballpark simulcast of Carmen in 2015. 
STEFAN COHEN

Accordant 
Norby Anderson 

Asero Insurance Services, Inc. 
bloomers 

Ponzi Vineyards, Groupe Bollinger 
Michael Davis 

Fitness SF 
Ann Grogan, Romantasy Exquisite Corsetry 

Tamara E. Hill 
KDFC Radio 
SF Chronicle 

Seyfarth Shaw LLP 

United Airlines 
Anonymous 

Pianos provided by  
Piedmont Piano Company 

Yamaha is the official piano of  
San Francisco Opera 

IN-KIND GIFTS 

Support Broad Reach and Impact
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Baritone  
T I M O T H Y  M U R R A Y   
Whitefish Bay, Wisconsin 
Third-year Adler 
Sponsored by  
Helen Berggruen,  
for Five Arts Foundation 

2022 Adler Fellows

Mezzo-Soprano  
G A B R I E L L E  B E T E A G  
Atlanta, Georgia 
First-year Adler 
Sponsored by  
Peggy & Boyce Nute 

Bass  
S T E F A N  E G E R S T R O M  
Brooklyn Center, Minnesota 
Third-year Adler 
Sponsored by  
Julie Dickson 
Mrs. James K. McWilliams

Tenor 
E D W A R D  G R A V E S  
Oxon HIll, Maryland 
First-year Adler 
Sponsored by  
Karin Eames Peggy & Boyce 
Nute

Tenor 
V I C T O R  C A R D A M O N E  
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 
First-year Adler 
Sponsored by  
Valerie Crane Dorfman

Founded in 1977 as the San Francisco Affiliate Artists Opera Program, the Adler Fellowship is 
one of the world’s most prestigious programs for advanced training of emerging singers and 
pianists. The Adler Program has trained celebrated artists including Carol Vaness, Patricia 
Racette, Deborah Voigt, Amina Edris, Elza van den Heever, Nadine Sierra, Kendall Gladen, 
Dolora Zajick, Pene Pati, Brian Jagde, Sean Panikkar, Mark Delavan, Kenneth Kellogg, and 
Lucas Meachem. Our Adler Friends and Sponsors play a vital role in continuing this incredible 
legacy of talent, ensuring that every participant reaches their full potential. Not only do they 
fund every aspect of the Adlers’ training while at San Francisco Opera, they also develop 
lasting relationships with these budding artists—nurturing their talent and creativity and 
deepening their connection to the Opera Community. We are so grateful for our Friends of 
the Adler and Adler Sponsor support received between August 1, 2021 and July 25, 2022.

Soprano 
M I K A Y L A  S A G E R  
Vancouver, British Columbia 
First-year Adler 
Sponsored by  
Anna & Steven Fieler

Soprano  
E S T H E R  T O N E A  
Buford, Georgia 
Third-year Adler 
Sponsored by  
James A. Heagy,  
in memory of Jayne Heagy 

Pianist/Coach 
M A R I K A  Y A S U D A  
Williamsburg, Virginia 
First-year Adler 
Sponsored by  
Karen J. Kubin 

Soprano 
E L I S A  S U N S H I N E  
San Clemente, California 
Third-year Adler 
Sponsored by  
Neil & Elsa S. Pering

F R I E N D S  O F  T H E  A D L E R S  
Chris & Jennifer Brahm 
Joyce & William Brantman Foundation 
Alan R. & Sally J. Brudos 
Ms. Carlyn Clause &  

Mr. Alexander L. Brainerd 
Janet Cluff 
Leonard & Marie Collins 
Marion M. Cope 
Ms. Denise Cutler 
Lisa Erdberg & Dennis Gibbons 
Barbara B. Friede 
Donald E. & Patricia D. Frischmann 
Anne Gray 
Bernice E. Greene 
Joseph H. Harris, Jr 
Peggy Hill 
Mr. David S. Hugle & Mr. Haggai Niv 
Fred Karren 
Jeannie Kaufman 
Drs. Phyllis A. Kempner & David D. Stein 
Victoria Kirby 
Ms. Katharine Lange 
Sylvia R. Lindsey 
Dr. & Mrs. Laurence R. Lyons 
Jean & Lindsay MacDermid 
Betty Maddux, in memory of Ed Koester 
Deborah Marion, Tax CPA, EA 
Mr. Robert B. Mison 
Don & Rene Morgan 
Alice Ames Morison & Dr. Oakley Hewitt* 
Ronald D. Morrison 
David & Marilyn Nasatir 
Paul Nordine 
Robert Meadows & Dennis Otto 
Mr. Glenn H. Reid 
Barbara J. Ross 
Bob & Terri Ryan 
Deborah & Paul Sagues 
San Francisco Opera Guild/ 

East Bay Chapter 
Felipe R. Santiago & Barry T. Joseph 
Sondra Schlesinger 
Barbara L. Traisman 
Moya & Aloysha Verzhbinsky 
Carol A. Weitz 
Ms. Diana Yee 
Lev & Tatyana Yurovsky 
Peggy & Lee Zeigler 
Anonymous 
 
A D L E R  A F F I L I A T E  
S P O N S O R S  
Darla & Richard Bastoni 
Peter & Jayne Davis 
Dianne A. Fowler 
Mary & Craig Henderson 
Fred M. Levin, The Shenson Foundation 
Ellen & Paul McKaskle 
Ms. Barbara Walkowski 
Sheila Wishek 
 
A D L E R  P R O G R A M  
S P O N S O R S  
Frances K. and Charles D. Field Foundation 
Charles D. and Frances K. Field Fund 
 
A D L E R  P R O G R A M  
E N D O W M E N T  G I F T S  
Phyllis Edwards Scholarship Fund 
Al Garren Fund 
William Randolph Hearst Young Artist Fund 
The Claramae Turner Hoffmann & Frank 

Hoffmann Endowment Fund 
The Diana Dollar Knowles Fund for 

Emerging Artists 
Lorry I. Lokey 
Ralph R. Michaelis Estate 
Bernard & Barbro Osher 
Mrs. Edward W. Rosston* 
 

* deceased

Soprano  
A N N E - M A R I E  
M A C I N T O S H  
Langley, British Columbia 
Third-year Adler 
Sponsored by  
Brigid S. Barton,  
The Diana Dollar Knowles Fund  
for Emerging Artists 
Teresa & Mark Medearis

Pianist/Coach 
A N D R E W  K I N G  
Syracuse, New York 
Third-year Adler 
Sponsored by  
name 

For more information  

about sponsorship opportunities,  

please call Michael Hoke at (415) 565-3218.
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$50,000–$99,999 
FOUNDATIONS 
Crankstart 
Frances K. & Charles D. Field Foundation 
 
CORPORATE 
Amazon 
 
$25,000–$49,999 
FOUNDATIONS 
Yvonne & Edgar Baker Fund 
Eloise Bouye Foundation 
The Bernard Osher Foundation 
 
GOVERNMENT 
Grants for the Arts 
National Endowment for the Arts 
 
INDIVIDUALS 
Mrs. Annina R. Demmon 
Ms. Amy Roth & Mr. Robert Epstein 
Leslys Vedder, in memory of  

James Forrest Vedder 
Diane B. Wilsey 
 
$15,000–$24,999 
CORPORATE 
First Republic Bank 
 
INDIVIDUALS 
In Memory of  

Cameron Waterman III 
Donna Blacker 
Jennifer & Chris Brahm 
Barbara Bruser & Richard Clark 
George & Susan Crow 
Peter & Jayne Davis 
Mary & Tom Foote 
Steve Duscha & Wanda Lee Graves 
John & Cynthia Fry Gunn 
Franklin & Catherine Johnson 
 
$10,000–$14,999 
FOUNDATIONS 
Il Cenacolo Italian Cultural Club 

The Henry W. & Nettie Robinson 
Foundation 

Sack Family Fund 
 
INDIVIDUALS 
Darla & Richard Bastoni 
Arianne Dar 
Margareta & Staffan Encrantz 
Joseph H. Harris Jr., in memory of 

Joseph H. Harris & Margaret A. Harris 
Mr. David Hugle & Mr. Haggai Niv 
Mr. John Lee 
Bernice Lindstrom 
Scott & Susan Lord 
Jean & Lindsay MacDermid 
Mr. Paul D. Nordine 
Dr. & Mrs. W. Conrad Sweeting 
Bruce & Fran Walker 
Valerie Wheat 
 
$5,000–$9,999 
INDIVIDUALS 
Norby Anderson 
James Scott Bays 
Maureen Clarke 
Carlyn Clause & Alexander L. Brainerd 
Janet Cluff 
The Hon. Marie Bertillion Collins & 

Mr. Leonard Collins 
Dr. & Mrs. William R. Crain 
Drs. John & Lois Crowe 
Tim Dattels & Kristine Johnson 
Mr. Thomas Foutch 
Miss Ursula Grunfeld 
James Heagy,  

in memory of Janey Heagy 
Mary & Craig Henderson 
Dr. & Mrs. John Lavorgna 
Eve & Niall Lynch 
Midge & Shireen Mansouri 
Ellen & Paul McKaskle 
James R. Meehan 
Mr. Glenn H. Reid 
Drs. Richard & Pamela Rigg 
Bob & Terri Ryan 
Mr. Paul Sack 

Dr. David D. Stein &  
Dr. Phyllis A. Kempner 

Moya Verzhbinsky  
Mr. Patrick Wilken & Mr. David Dickson 
Susan York 
Mrs. John A. Zderic 
Mr. & Mrs. A. Lee Zeigler 
Stephen & Connie Zilles 
 
$2,500–$4,999 
FOUNDATIONS 
Five Arts Foundation 
William Karl Schwarze Trust 
 
INDIVIDUALS 
Robert H. Beadle 
Ms. Langley Brandt 
Camille Chan 
Hugh J. Coughlin 
Dr. James Cross & Mr. Charles Antonen 
Mrs. Denise Cutler 
Michael Darnaud & Jodi Klein 
Ms. Jeanne Dorward 
Roberta & Mark Emerson 
John L. Garfinkle 
Beatrice & Paul Gomory 
Michael A. Harrison &  

Susan Graham Harrison 
Mr. Robert Jacoby & Ms. Jennifer Baik 
Mr. Michael H. Kalkstein &  

Ms. Susan English 
Drs. Joan B. & James Kelly 
Karen J. Kubin 
Kathe & Ben Lange 
Miss Renee O. Leap 
Mrs. Nancy Donnell Lilly 
Ms. Sylvia R. Lindsey 
Betty Maddux 
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel J. Mardesich 
Mr. Donald L. McGee 
David Miller 
Mr. Robert B. Mison 
Cathy & Howard Moreland 
Anne L. Morton 
Mrs. Pamela Murdock 
Scott & Andrea Nagelson 

James A. Noe III 
Carlos Penikis 
Mr. & Mrs. David Rinaldo 
Mrs. Barbara J. Ross 
Jeannie Sack & Jordan Sachs 
Jack & Betty Schafer 
Miss Dorothy Schimke 
Mr. Steven Shladover 
Barbara Sonnenblick 
Dr. Eliana Thacher & Mr. Hugh Thacher 
Ruth Uchimura 
Mrs. Carol A. Weitz 
Ms. Faye Wilson 
Yermack Family Fund 
Mr. Dennis Zhang 
Anonymous 
 
$1,000–$2,499 
FOUNDATIONS 
Joyce & William Brantman 

Foundation 
Consulate General of the People's 

Republic of China in San Francisco 
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority– 

San Francisco Alumnae Chapter 
San Francisco Opera Guild  

East Bay Chapter 
San Francisco Opera Guild  

Marin Chapter 
San Francisco Opera Guild  

Peninsula Chapter 
San Jose Opera Guild 
 
INDIVIDUALS 
Adam Arthur Bier & Rachel Bier Lem 
Maurice & Mary Sue Bizzarri 
Ms. Lucia Bogatay 
Karen Broido 
Dr. & Mrs. Melvin Cheitlin 
Charles & Janet Chiang 
Mr. Terrence Chu 
Valerie Crane Dorfman 
Mrs. Antonia Cross 
Deidra & Robert Crow 
Sharon Daniels 
Dr. Philip & Mrs. Elayne Dauber 

Mr. & Mrs. James F. Dean 
Mr. Robert Ellis 
Mr. Peter Felleman 
Barbara B. Friede 
Mrs. Stanley M. Friedman 
Geoffrey & Marcia Green 
Ms. Theresa Hallinan 
Mr. Fred Hartwick 
Wilma Horwitz 
Ms. Andrea G. Julian 
Mrs. Jeannie Kaufman 
Ms. Eiko Kikawada 
Ms. Nelda Kilguss 
Mr. Sven Kjaesgaard 
Joan Shelbourne Kwansa 
Mr. Roy Levin & Ms. Jan Thomson 
Mark Lewis 
Mr. William Lokke 
Deborah Marion, Tax CPA, EA 
Myron Marx & Cora Yang 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Patterson McBaine 
John & Tessa Melvin 
Mary Suzanne Missimer 
D. G. Mitchell 
Mr. & Mrs. Boyce Nute 
Suzanna G. Pollak 
Ms. Susan K. Prather 
Ms. Merrill Randol 
Dr. Andrew Rombakis 
Ms. Kathleen Rydar 
Carl Schaper 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael D. Schroeder 
Gary & Dana Shapiro 
Ms. Jean Shuler 
David L. & Barbara G. Sloss 
Ms. Blanche Germain Streeter 
Roselyne Chroman Swig 
Ms. Kimberly Twesme 
Mr. Kimberly M. Webb &  

Mr. Richard R. Rossi 
Ms. Ann L. Williamson 
Mr. Christopher E. Wiseman &  

Mr. Eric W. Sleigh 
Ms. Shirley Woo &  

Mr. David Rosenfeld 
Anonymous 

OFFICERS 
Patrick Wilken, Chairman 
Barbara Bruser Clark, President 
Carlyn Clause,  

Immediate Past President 
Jayne C. Davis,  

Vice Chairman 
Dr. James Cross,  

Vice President 
Ruth Uchimura,  

Vice President 
Christopher Wiseman,  

Vice President 
Robert B. Jacoby, Treasurer 
Jeanne Dorward, Secretary

PAST PRESIDENTS 
Mrs. Starr Bruce  

(1957–1962) 
James H. Schwabacher  

(1962–1991) 
Dr. A. Jess Shenson  

(1991–1995) 
Jayne Davis (1995–1999) 
Rusty Rolland (1999–2003) 
David S. Hugle (2003–2007) 
Patrick Wilken (2007–2011) 
Donna L. Blacker (2011–2015) 
Carlyn Clause (2015–2019)

DIRECTORS 
Robert H. Beadle 
Adam Arthur Bier 
Jennifer Brahm 
Camille Chan 
Michael Colbruno 
The Hon. Marie Bertillion Collins 
George Crow 
Michael Darnaud 
Ileana Facchini 
Beatrice Gomory 
Mary Henderson 
Sylvia R. Lindsey 
Lindsay MacDermid 
Dr. Myron Marx 
Donald L. McGee 
Robert B. Mison 

Carlos Penikis 
Dr. Pamela Zell Rigg 
Dr. David D. Stein 
Carol A. Weitz 
Susan York 
Dennis Zhang 
Stephen Zilles 
 
EMERITUS DIRECTORS 
Mary Sue Bizzarri 
Donna L. Blacker 
Peggy Dennis 
David Hugle 
Dr. Joan B. Kelly 
Blanche Germain Streeter 
Anita Weissberg 

We extend our sincere appreciation to all donors and acknowledge the following individuals, foundations, and corporations for their generous 
gifts totaling $, or more made between October , , and August , , in support of the Merola Opera Program. For more information 
about supporting the Merola Opera Program, please contact (4) -4, email info@merola.org, or visit our website at merola.org.

B O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S  
Jean Kellogg, Executive Director 
Tracy Grant, Director of Institutional & Individual Giving 
Nancy E. Petrisko, Director of Advancement 
Mark Shattuck, Director of Finance & Administration 
Lauren Hewitt, Artists' Services Manager 
Christine S. Malek, Patron Relations Manager 
Carla Befera, Public Relations Communications Consultant 
Cindy Ho, Bookkeeper 
 
SAN FRANCISCO OPERA CENTER STAFF 
Carrie-Ann Matheson, Artistic Director 
Markus Beam, General Manager 
Micaela Nerguizian, Opera Center Coordinator 

A D M I N I S T R A T I O N  

Merola Opera Program is dedicated to the development of the finest young operatic talent into 
professional artists of the highest caliber. Merola operates in close collaboration with San Francisco 
Opera but is an independent nonprofit organization, responsible for its own fundraising. Graduates of 
the Merola Opera Program include Leona Mitchell, Ailyn Pérez, Patricia Racette, Nadine Sierra, 
Karen Slack, Elza van den Heever, Carol Vaness, Deborah Voigt, Zheng Cao, Joyce DiDonato, Susan 
Graham, Dolora Zajick, Brian Jagde, Stuart Skelton, Noah Stewart, Rolando Villazón, Thomas 
Hampson, Quinn Kelsey, Lucas Meachem, Patrick Summers, and numerous other opera luminaries. 
Merola is the future of opera. Please visit us at merola.org. 

Merola Opera Program
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C O R P O R A T E  M A T C H I N G  G I F T  D O N O R S
Google • Robert Half International Accountemps • Union Bank of California 

M E R O L A  L E G A C Y  S O C I E T Y  
The Merola Legacy Society honors those who have included Merola Opera Program in their will, trust or other estate plans. 

For more information on how you can support Merola Opera Program through your estate planning, please call (415) 936-2312.

Anonymous  
Ken & Barbara Adams 
Mr. & Mrs. David Anderson 
Kathleen H. Barr 
Mr. James Bays 
Robert H. Beadle 
Maurice & Mary Sue Bizzarri 
Donna Blacker 
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Bowen 
Mr. Donald Buhman & Mr. Wray Humphrey 
Russell P. Chappell 
Donna Chazen 
Ms. Agnes Chen Brown 
Maureen Clarke 
Carlyn Clause & Alexander L. Brainerd 
Mr. Michael Colbruno 
Jose Maria Condemi 
Mr. & Mrs. George L. Crow Jr. 
Mr. Gerald F. Currier & Mr. Cleveland M. Smith 
Peter & Jayne Davis 
Mr. & Mrs. James F. Dean 
Mr. Cesar L. De Joya, Jr. 
Ms. Evamarie Doering & Mr. Robert Munday 
Mr. Stephen Drewes 
Mr. & Mrs. Vernon Dwelly 
Dr. Ranveig N. Elvebakk & Mr. Thomas Farren 
Roberta & Mark Emerson 
Mary & Tom Foote 

Mr. Thomas E. Foutch 
Mario Fracchia 
Barbara B. Friede 
Joseph & Antonia Friedman 
Magda Gabali 
Mr. John Garfinkle 
Ms. Pamela George 
Elaine Gerstler & Booker Holton 
Mrs. Rolf Gille 
Diana Lum & Dave Gomberg 
Beatrice & Paul Gomory 
Ms. Tracy Grant & Ms. Mélanie Grant 
Ursula Grunfeld 
Dr. & Mrs. John G. Gurley 
Mr. James Heagy 
Mr. David Hugle & Mr. Haggai Niv 
Ms. Marian Huntoon 
Dagmar L. Jamison 
Joanie Juster 
Mrs. Jeannie Kaufman 
Ms. Jean Kellogg 
Drs. Joan B. & James Kelly 
Eiko Kikawada 
Ms. Ludmila Kisseleva-Eggleton &  

Mr. Peter Eggleton 
Ken Kolby 
Ms. Barbara F. Kral 
Mrs. Barbara Graham Kreissler 

Joan Shelbourne Kwansa 
Olive Lawton 
John Lee 
Ms. Marcia Leonhardt 
Bernice Lindstrom 
Jean & Lindsay MacDermid 
Betty Maddux 
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel J. Mardesich 
Myron Marx & Cora Yang 
Ms. Denise E. Mauldin 
Chris McCrum 
Bill Medigovich 
Ms. Christine Miller & Mr. Gary Glaser 
Mr. Robert B. Mison 
D. G. Mitchell 
Cathy & Howard Moreland 
Ms. Camille Morishige 
Thelma Morris 
Albert L. Mosher 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael A. O'Hanlon 
Brenda Osborne 
Doris I. Panzer 
Frances Quittel 
Mr. Glenn H. Reid 
Mr. Robert Robertson 
Dr. Andrew Rombakis 
Peter & Bettina Rosenbladt 
Louise A. Russell 

Kenneth Ruta 
Bob & Terri Ryan 
Jeannie Sack & Jordan Sachs 
Debra R. Schoenberg 
Ms. Marilyn G. Seiberling 
Jean A. Sherlin 
Natalie O. Shuttleworth 
David L. & Barbara G. Sloss 
Ms. Sue Sommer 
Nancy Soper 
Dr. David D. Stein & Dr. Phyllis A. Kempner 
Ms. Blanche Germain Streeter 
Dr. Sam Thal 
Miss Carol Tomlinson 
Mr. & Mrs. James S. Tunnell 
Mr. & Mrs. Herman Victor 
Mr. Albert J. Vizinho 
Doug & Dawn Von Qualen 
Ms. Gladys Wagman 
Bruce & Fran Walker 
Mrs. Barbara Wanvig 
Mr. Kimberly M. Webb & Mr. Richard R. Rossi 
Mr. Patrick Wilken 
Ms. Ann L. Williamson 
Ms. Heather Young 
Mrs. John A. Zderic 
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Zilles 

T R I B U T E S  
Merola Opera Program wishes to express its sincere appreciation to all donors who have made  

memorial and honorary donations between October ,  and August , .

IN MEMORY OF 
Brian Asawa 
Zheng Cao 

Alexander D. Cross 

Joseph H. Harris & 
Margaret A. Harris 

Virginia Reyna 

Henry W. Robinson & 
Nettie Robinson

IN HONOR OF 
Hugh Coughlin 

Frances Escober-Hosoya 
Sheri Greenawald  

Jean Kellogg 
Sylvia Lindsey 

Bernice Lindstrom 
Spencer Mandel 

Nancy Petrisko 
Joanne R. Bourland 

Drs. Phyllis A. Kempner 
and David D. Stein 

Carol Weitz 
Patrick Wilken 

M E R O L A  O P E R A  P R O G R A M  E N D O W M E N T  
The Merola Opera Program acknowledges with thanks those groups and individuals who have established or support the following endowment 
funds, which provide lasting tributes and generate continual support for developing the artists of the future.

Kurt Herbert Adler—Merola Endowment Fund 
Amici di Merola Fund 
The Anthony I. Balestrieri Endowment Fund 
Richard J. Bartlett Memorial Fund 
Jean E. Bennett, Jr. Fund 
Blair Scholarship Fund 
John S. Brooks Memorial Fund 
Florence Bruce Fund 
Bruser Family Fund 
Carlton F. Bryan Fund 
Betty Cable Fund 
Annette Campbell-White, in honor of Zheng Cao 
Zheng Cao Opera Fund 
Cooper Endowment Fund 
Darwin Memorial Fund 
Reid and Peggy Dennis Endowment Fund 
Grace A. Diem and Alice E. Siemons Endowment Fund 
Oreste J. di Muro Endowment Fund 
In Memory of Jean Donnell Fund 
The Philip L. Eaton Endowment Fund 
Querita Eybel Endowment Fund 
Mr. and Mrs. A. Barlow Ferguson Endowment Fund 
I. P. Patrick Gallagher Fund 
Nicholas and Mary Ann Gannam Endowment Fund 

L. Henry Garland Memorial Fund 
John L. Garfinkle 
Al Garren Fund 
Richard and Rhoda Goldman Study Grant Support Fund 
Donna Lee Grassman Memorial Fund 
Gary Griffith Memorial Endowment Fund 
Gropper Memorial Fund 
Anneliese Gruenberg-Bremer Fund 
Otto Guth Fund 
Mark Haffner Apprentice Coach Fund 
In Memory of James T. Heavey Fund 
Elaine Henderson Endowment Fund 
David S. Hugle and Haggai Niv Endowment Fund 
The Jacobs Family Trust 
Franklin and Catherine Johnson 
In Memory of Peter G. Kavantjas Endowment Fund 
Drs. Phyllis A. Kempner and David D. Stein Endowment Fund 
Leona Gordon Lowin Memorial Fund 
Lotfi Mansouri Apprentice Director Fund 
Sandra McCabe Fund 
Meltzer Family Memorial Fund 
Merola Members Endowment Fund 
The Vivienne E. Miller Scholarship Fund 
Albert L. Mosher and John E. McCormick AIDS Memorial Fund 

Milton J. Mosk and Thomas E. Foutch Endowment Fund 
Vija Hovgard Nadai Endowment Fund 
Verna Osborne Fund 
The Bernard Osher Foundation Career Grant Endowment 
Mary A. Powell Career Grant Fund 
In Honor of Leontyne Price Endowment Fund 
Rusty and Mike Rolland Fund 
Charles Rolle, M.D. Endowment Fund 
Marie Louise Rosenberg Memorial Endowment Fund 
Gerald B. Rosenstein Fund 
Mary Roy Fund 
Schick Memorial Fund 
James H. Schwabacher, Jr. Fund 
The Shenson Family Fund 
Richard Strauss Endowment Fund 
Margery Tede Endowment Fund 
Blanche Thebom Trust Fund 
Dickson Titus III Fund 
Alma Brooks Walker Memorial Fund 
Bruce Walker and the Chisholm Foundation, 

 in honor of Leontyne Price 
Frank W. and Matilda O. Weymouth Living Trust Fund 

I N - K I N D  D O N O R S
Bay Area Graphics

The Merola Opera Program also extends its most sincere appreciation to all those contributors who helped meet our annual income needs through gifts of $1 to $999. 
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San Francisco Opera Guild  
gives voice to potential through 

education and outreach programs 
that bring opera center stage  
into the life of the community.

O F F I C E R S  
Maryam Muduroglu, President 
Victoria Weatherford, Vice President, Administration 
Juanita Kizor, Vice President, Associates 
Peggy Hill, Vice President, Chapters 
Benjamin Osgood, Vice President, Community Outreach 
Lauren Erickson, Vice President, Development 
Sylvia Russell, Vice President, Education 
Kathy Huber, Vice President, Fundraising 
Sigrun Graeff, Vice President, Marketing 
Ina Stangenes, Secretary 
Claire Fluhr, Treasurer 
Francesca Amann, Director at Large 
Afie Royo, Education Fund Chairman 
Courtney Labe, Communications Director 
Virginia Ziegler, Strategic Planning Chair

H O N O R A R Y  D I R E C T O R S  
Matthew & Kate Shilvock 
David Gockley 
 
S T A F F  
Susan Malott, Executive Director 
Caroline Altman, Director of Education 
John C. Morris, Education Program Manager 
Celeste Camarena, Education Program Administrator 
Teddy Reich, Special Events and Marketing Associate 
Martha Chesley, Finance Manager 

 

C O R P O R A T E  A N D  I N D I V I D U A L  D O N A T I O N S  

$100,000 & ABOVE 
Denise Littlefield Sobel 
 
$25,000 to $49,999 
CORPORATIONS/ORGANIZATIONS 
Accenture 
Neiman Marcus Group 
Newhall Foundation 
 
INDIVIDUALS 
Franklin & Cathie Johnson 
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Poland 
Diane B. Wilsey 
 
$10,000 to $24,999 
CORPORATIONS/ORGANIZATIONS 
AT&T Corporation 
TriplePoint Capital 
INDIVIDUALS 
Paula & Bandel Carano 
Dr. Barry & Ms. Simi Chehrazi 
Richard Cuneo & Mary Ann Sebastiani Cuneo 
Carol & Dixon Doll 
Lynne Edminster & Brian Atwood 
Thomas E. Horn 
Mrs. Arlene Inch 
Gretchen B. Kimball 
Karen J. Kubin 
Cynthia & Richard Livermore 
Susan & Philip Marineau 
Maryam & Oran Muduroglu 
Nancy S. Mueller 
Susan O'Brien 
Norman & Janet Pease 
Judith & John Renard 
Christine Suppes 
 
$5,000 to $9,999 
CORPORATIONS/ORGANIZATIONS 
Dodge and Cox 
Wilkes Bashford 
 
INDIVIDUALS 
Sara Abbasi 
Elizabeth & David Birka-White 
Romana D'Angelo Bracco  
Hafsa Burt 
Ms. Lorna Meyer Calas & Mr. Dennis Calas 
Olivia Hsu Decker 

Mr. & Mrs. Mark Dempster 
Ms. Sandra Farris 
Claire & Jeff Fluhr 
Keith & Priscilla Geeslin 
Mary Heylin & Timothy J. Marten, M.D. 
Ms. Peggy Hill 
Ms. Kathy Huber & Mr. Larry Binkley 
Maryjo & Todd Kaplan 
Joan & John Lavorgna 
Mr. & Mrs. Victor Makras 
Mr. Gregory R. Malin 
Teresa & Mark Medearis 
Ms. Jane S. Mudge 
Julie Packard 
Pamela & Jack Preston 
Merrill Randol & Dr. Stephen Sherwin 
Drs. Richard & Pamela Z. Rigg 
Rose Rosenberg 
Afie Royo 
Nene Kalu Schaffert & Paul Schaffert 
Mary Beth & David Shimmon 
Mrs. George P. Shultz* 
Zornitza Stefanova & Payam Mirrashidi 
Belinda & Randy Steyer 
Claudia & Nicola Volpi 
Molly & David Wadhwani 
Jennifer & Steven Walske 
Roger & Anne Walther 
Victoria Weatherford & Jordan Gardner 
Ronald & Emely Weissman 
Lisa Zabelle 
 
$2,500 to $4,999 
CORPORATIONS/ORGANIZATIONS 
Leslie and George Hume Fund 
San Francisco Opera Guild East Bay Chapter 
 
INDIVIDUALS 
Jason & Negissa Araghi 
Navid P. Armstrong 
Dina Bandman 
Jarrod Baumann 
Jennifer Bienaimé 
Celeste Lee Bobroff & Michael Bobroff 
Sean P. Bohen & Tanum Davis Bohen 
Todd Bradley & Alison Newport 
Ms. Barbara Brown 
Hon. Willie L. Brown, Jr. 
Marilyn Cabak 

Alison Carlson 
Carolyn Chandler 
Dr. Carolyn Chang 
Katie Colendich 
Shannon & Daniel Cronan 
Courtney & Seth Dallaire 
Jennifer Emerson 
Gary Garabedian 
Cheryl Genet 
Krista Giovara 
Lisa & Douglas Goldman 
Andrew Hinek & Keith Wetmore 
Jane Inch 
Candace & Don Kagin 
Hyo J. Kim 
Ms. Juanita Kizor 
The Honorable Eleni Kounalakis &  

Mr. Markos Kounalakis 
Janet Lamkin 
Irena Matijas 
Jorge Maumer 
Rita & James Milner 
Deborah Mosser & Donny MacLean II 
Bahya Murad 
Sheila & Paul Nahi 
Nazan & Charles Orr 
Charles "Skip" Paul 
The Honorable Nancy Pelosi & Mr. Paul Pelosi 
Mrs. Maria Pitcairn* 
Patricia Rock 
Stefanie G. Roumeliotes 
Sylvia & P. Rupert Russell 
Komal Shah & Gaurav Garg 
Roberta Sherman 
Marcia & Michael Skall 
Alison Speer 
Roselyne Chroman Swig 
Anthony & Barbara Tonso 
Suzanne Torrilhon 
Micaela van Zwoll 
Barbara Walkowski 
Toni Wolfson 
Annie Robinson Woods 
Constance Wyatt 
 
$1,000 to $2,499 
CORPORATIONS/ORGANIZATIONS 
Chevron 
 

INDIVIDUALS 
Marie Allman 
Francesca Amann 
Katie Aspell 
Stacy Miller Azcarate 
Laura Barr 
Debbie Bocci 
Karen Caldwell 
Mark Calvano 
Shelly Kapoor Collins 
Michael & Holly Cuggino 
Lauren & Erik Erickson 
Rachel F. Fishman 
Mrs. Pamela George 
Vanessa Getty 
Parisa Ghezelbash 
Joel Goodrich 
Sigrun Graeff 
Douglas Peter Harvey 
Cynthia L. Schreuder Kalev & Ovadia Kalev 
Diana Kissil & John Cullison 
Lena Gikkas Kolar 
Courtney Labe 
Danielle Lane 
Daniel, Janett & Kyra Leetz 
Whitney Matagrano 
Katy Menges 
Mr. Robert B. Mison 
Dr. & Mrs. Thomas Mitts 
Monica Nayar 
Benjamin Osgood 
Tanya Peterson 
Ramachandra Rajeshinde 
Deborah Sagues 
Joanna Seelbach 
Sobia Shaikh 
Thynzar Shwin 
Katherine Simon 
Ina & John Stangenes 
Chloe Sugarman 
Ms. France Szeto 
Ms. Leslie Tonsing 
Gioi Tran 
Lillian Tsai 
Kalia Vieaux 
Eve & Wallace Wertsch 
Christopher Wiseman & Eric W. Sleigh  
 

*Deceased 

San Francisco Opera Guild is a separate organization from San Francisco Opera and operates under a distinct board of directors. We extend our 
sincere appreciation to all our event and program supporters and acknowledge the following individuals, corporations, and foundations for their 
generous support of $1,000 or more between between August 1, 2021 and July 28, 2022. For more information about supporting San Francisco 
Opera Guild, please contact Susan Malott at (415) 565-3291, smalott@sfopera.com, or visit our website at sfoperaguild.com. 

San Francisco Opera Guild
L E A D E R S H I P  A N D  S T A F F  
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S A N  F R A N C I S C O  O P E R A  G U I L D  E D U C A T I O N  F U N D  
The Opera Guild acknowledges with thanks those groups and individuals who have contributed $2,500 or more in support of San Francisco 
Opera Guild’s Education Fund by March 31, 2022. For information on supporting the Guild’s Education Fund, please call (415) 565-3291.

Cheryl & Ralph Baxter 

Romana D’Angelo Bracco 

Karen & Anton Bruehl 

Paula & Bandel Carano  

The Estate of Mrs. Sheldon Cooper 

Mary Corroon 

Beverly Coughlin 

Ena & Mark Cratsenburg 

Olivia Hsu Decker 

Carol & Dixon Doll 

Delia Fleishhacker Ehrlich* 

Bettye Poetz Ferguson Foundation 

Anna Freiman 

Ann & Daniel Girard 

Katharine Hanrahan* 

Alfred Hartley 

Jane Hartley 

James Heagy 

Barbara Henry 

Jacquelin H. Hume* 

Arlene Inch 

Katie & Claude Jarman 

Mrs. Mark O. Kasanin 

Diana Kissil & John Cullison 

Karen J. Kubin 

Joan & John Lavorgna 

Eileen D. Ludwig* 

Cathy & Angus MacNaughton 

The Malin Family 

Susan & James Malott 

Lois Manbert 

Anne Marie Massocca 

Kathleen McEligot 

Teresa & Mark Medearis 

Karen Merritt 

Virginia Miller* 

Susan Mooradian 

Mary Louise Myers 

Susan O’Brien  

Elizabeth Pfau* 

Maria Pitcairn* 

Mary & Bill Poland 

Ursula Ralph 

Joyce Reitman 

Venetta & John Rohal 

Diane Rubin 

Deborah Sagues 

San Francisco Opera Guild,  

East Bay Chapter 

San Francisco Opera Guild,  

Marin Chapter 

San Francisco Opera Guild,  

Peninsula Chapter 

Ann Simpson 

Claire Collins Skall* 

Susan Tamagni 

 

*Deceased 

C H A R L O T  D .  M A L I N  S A N  F R A N C I S C O  O P E R A  G U I L D  E D U C A T I O N  F U N D  
We express deep appreciation to the following groups and individuals who have made gifts of $500 or more by March 31, 2022 in memory of  
Charlot D. Malin, Past President and a leader of San Francisco Opera Guild. For information on how to contribute to this fund, please contact  
Susan Malott at (415) 565-3291, smalott@sfopera.com, or visit sfopera.com/charlotmalinfund.

Steve & Maura Abernathy 

Elizabeth Birka-White 

Kristy Brabec 

Erik Breivik 

Barbara Brown 

Martha Chesley 

Shannon & Dan Cronin 

Suzy Kellems Dominik 

Sean Dowdall 

Lynne Edminster 

Jennifer Emerson 

Sue Firestone 

Claire Fluhr 

Malin Giddings 

Ann & Daniel Girard 

Daniel & Inger Golob 

Sigrun Graeff 

Rong Hu 

Arlene Inch 

Cynthia Schreuder Kalev 

Juanita Kizor 

Nina Klotz 

Nicola Luisotti 

Susan & James Malott 

John McQuaid 

Gene & Richard Morey 

Christina Noren 

Bernard & Barbro Osher 

John & Sherry Peterson 

Bill & Mary Poland 

Junius & Rose, Reuben LLP 

Karen Richardson 

Karen Ann Richardson Family Foundation 

Deborah Sagues 

San Francisco Opera Guild,  

East Bay Chapter 

John Shea 

Mai Shiver 

Sarah Somberg 

Kimberlee Stryker 

Swartz Foundation 

Barbara Traisman 

Natalia Urrutia-Hernandez 

 

More than 75,000 Bay Area families, students, and teachers experience the excitement of opera with a variety of educational and 
community engagement programs presented through the combined efforts of San Francisco Opera, San Francisco Opera Guild, and the 
Merola Opera Program.

Afie Royo 

Barry and Simi Chehrazi 

Beth Weissman 

BOISSET Collection 

Carolina Herrera 

Castellucci Napa Valley 

Celeste and Michael Bobroff 

Cheree Berry Paper 

Crosby Street Hotel 

Miss Lana Davis 

The Dick Bright Orchestra 

Drew Altizer Photography  

Epi Center MedSpa 

Farah and Victor Makras 

Festival Napa Valley 

GUCCI San Francisco 

Haute Living San Francisco 

Irena Matijas 

J. Riccardo Benavides Event Styling 

Jim and Courtney Labe 

Jorge Maumer 
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Kathy Huber and Larry Binkley 

Kim and Mark Dempster 

Lisa and Todd Zabelle 
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Mark Nelson Designs 

Mary and Bill Poland 
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Nafiseh and Karl Lindberg 
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Quintessa 

Richard and Pamela Rigg 

Rita and James Milner 
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San Francisco Opera  

Seligman Family Foundation 

Shreve & Co. 

SkinSpirit: Medical Spa 

Soirée Valet 

Sonoma Golf Club 

The Times Square EDITION 

Tiffany & Co. 

Timothy Adams Chocolates 

Town & Country Magazine 

Viking River Cruises 

Vosges Haut-Chocolat
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Dening the Future 
B Y  G E N E R A L  D I R E C T O R  M A T T H E W  S H I L V O C K

P O S T L U D E

C O N N E C T  W I T H  M A T T H E W  V I A  T W I T T E R ,  I N S T A G R A M ,  A N D  E M A I L .  

 
 
@ M A T T H E W S H I L V O C K   

 
M A T T H E W _ S H I L V O C K   M A T T H E W @ S F O P E R A . C O M

On October 25, 2017, John Adams and I had 
lunch together at Hayes Street Grill. It was 
about a month before we were to premiere his 

latest opera, Girls of the Golden West, and, despite how 
busy we were with rehearsals, I had to ask him a pressing 
question: would he write a new opera to open our 
Centennial Season?  

Five years out from the centennial, we were just 
beginning to put together the framework for this most 
important of seasons, and we knew for certain that we 
wanted to begin with a new opera. While our centennial 
would need to honor the past, we wanted to send a clear 
message that the centennial was, even more so, the 
beginning of a new chapter.  

To be able to even ask John Adams to write an opera is 
an honor, irrespective of the answer! John has championed 
new directions in opera for the last 35 years, ever since 
Nixon in China opened the Wortham Center in Houston 
under the general directorship of my mentor, David 
Gockley. John has been on the forefront of crafting an 
ever-evolving American musical language that holds up a 
mirror to society writ large. He helps us see ourselves 
with all our foibles and triumphs. His operas have 
energized our stage in San Francisco more than any other 
living composer. And, based in Berkeley, he is a neighbor, 
a member of the community, a friend. Opening our 
second century with a new opera by John made sense on 
every level. I asked my question with trepidation … 

John not only embraced the idea, he soon had a 
direction. He had spent that year reading every play by 
Shakespeare, and Girls of the Golden West included two 
soliloquies from the Scottish play (Shakespeare was 
routinely staged by the gold miners). John’s setting of 
Shakespeare suggested that a collaboration with the Bard 
could yield extraordinary results. The incision, perception, 
and clarity of John’s text setting allows Shakespeare to leap 
off the page in very contemporary and comprehensible 
ways. And, when he selected Antony and Cleopatra, with its 
empire-sized passion and intensity, it was clear that 
something red hot could emerge from this. And it has!  

Over the course of the pandemic, I’ve had the privilege 
to visit with John at his home in Berkeley and sit outside 
with him, listening to each scene unfold. His work with 
our director Elkhanah Pulitzer and dramaturg Lucia 
Scheckner has created a tight, energized libretto that cuts 
to the core of this intercontinental power triangle. John’s 
musical score pulls us into both the vastness and 
vulnerability of this story with an emotional veracity that 
is so intense that it leaves us listeners out of breath.  

Just a few months ago, the Nonesuch record label 
released a 40-disc commemorative set of recordings of 
John’s work, celebrating his 75th birthday. It is a beautiful 
collection, reproducing original album covers and smartly 
leaving room in the box for things still to come! As I held 
the set in my hands recently, I felt the enormity of what 
we are embarking upon here. Yes, John is the composer 
next door, but he is also the composer that the world of 
classical music looks to to dene what comes next.  

We get to hear that rst, here in San Francisco!  

Matthew Shilvock with John Adams after the composer was awarded  
the San Francisco Opera Medal, 2017. 
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